
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7

 Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4

Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Nic Webb - Y3 - Room 2 
Barry Clarke - Y2 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 9 

Melanie Goonan - Y2 - Room 10
 

Kererū Syndicate 
Anna Truesdale (Syndicate Leader) -

Y5/6 - Room 17 
Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 14

Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15 
Lucy Smith - Y5/6 - Room 16 

Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18 
Colin Lambie - Y4/5 - Room 19 
Grace O’Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Carmel Wilson - LSC / SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher

Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 
Well done on making it to the end of Term 2. As well as being an 11 week
term, it’s also been a term filled with illness. We’ve had a high number of
absent children through sickness, not just for a couple of days, but for a
week at a time, and also ailments that have taken people a long time to
fully recover from. I really hope everyone gets some time to rest and
recuperate over the next two weeks. Term 3 is often our wet weather
Winter term, with lots of additional illness. Given the weather and bouts
of sickness we’ve had during this term, we’re hoping it’s not as bad as
usual, but it’s a good reminder to make sure children have waterproof
jackets for the walk to and from school and so that they can get outside
if the weather isn’t too bad. Given how soggy our field gets, it’s also a
good idea if students have a change of clothes in their bag as some
students cannot resist the puddles!

This term has been a very busy one in terms of learning. I hope you got
see that through the Mid Year reports and Parent / Teacher conferences
that happened last week. I know many of you are concerned by the fact
that your child is not quite where they need to be against the new
curriculum expectations. Whilst I know this seems worrying, I can testify to
the hard work students and teachers are putting in to get to grips with
the new expectations, some of which are frankly developmentally
inappropriate and largely unachieveable. What I do know is that the
work and levels of learning being done across every year group are at
higher levels than we’ve seen previously. I am confident that the majority
of our learners will eventually be where they need to be, but that this may
take some time to backfill the requisite knowledge and skills for them to
be ‘at expectation’.

We knew that there would be a jump in the cognitive demands for our
learners with being exposed to a curriculum that was much more
advanced than previous ones. To mitigate this, the BoT committed extra
operational funding to fund an extra classroom teacher to ensure that
our class numbers were as small as possible. Sadly, this has meant a
significant budget deficit forecast for this year. 
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Dates for your diary 

Thursday 23  Julyrd

Matariki Whānau Evening
Friday 24  Julyth

Mihi Whakatau
Tuesday 28  Julyth

TIS Open Morning
Saturday 1st August
Rock’n Bingo Night
Tuesday 4  Augustth

TIS Open Evening
Friday 7  Augustth

Hui-a-kura

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team, please

contact the PFG: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal
zacmills@redwood.school.nz

We also knew that several of our Year 4 -6 learners would need some
additional support. Many of these learners have been engaged in the IDL
programme. This is a resource recommended by the International
Dyslexia Association to support learners with reading, spelling, and
working memory development. We have enrolled in this programme for
two years and the groups have been facilitated by Carmel Wilson, our
LSC, and Deb Williams, one of our awesome TAs. We have seen some
fantastic results in the first 3 months of implementation, with some
students making over 12 months progress in 3 months in either reading or
spelling. This has been a significant financial investment, but one we felt
was getting a good ‘bang for our buck’, and one that we knew would
really benefit our learners.To fund this intervention we have had to tap
into some of our voluntary donation funding. It is a shame we have had to
do this, but sadly our ‘Support For Inclusion’ funding (aka Special Needs
funding) only covers one TAs salary for the equivalent of two terms. We
generally try to allocate the money received through donations and PFG
fundraising for ‘nice to haves’ such as the playground, picnic tables, or
bike / scooter racks - unfortunately, we are increasingly reliant on our
parent donations to fund core learning programmes and interventions.
So, a huge thank you to everyone who has paid their donations and who
supports our awesome PFG activities - you really do make a huge
difference to all the learners in our school.

Earlier this week, we had our farewell celebration for Jan Loader who
retires today. Jan has had a long association with Redwood School.
Firstly, as a parent, and subsequently as a teacher aide and librarian.
Jan has been employed by Redwood School for the last 24 years and
has made a massive contribution to the library that sits at the heart of
our school. From coordinating Summer Reading through to numerous
Book Weeks, Jan’s passion for books and reading has inspired literally
thousands of students to become readers. Her love of hockey also
inspired many students to pick up a hockey stick and participate in the
KiwiSticks programme for many years. We really wish Jan well as she
enjoys the next ‘chapter’ of her life. With overseas grandchildren to visit,
campervan trips to plan, hockey games to watch and books to be read,
I’m sure this chapter will be action-packed!

Term 3 always seems to end up being jam-packed with events, and next
term is no exception! In Week 1 we will be celebrating Matariki with our
whānau event, as well as our mihi whakatau to welcome new students
and their whānau. In Week 2 there is the TIS Open Morning for Year 6s
and we also have our PFG Bingo Night - tickets are available now! In
Week 4 the Bee Healthy Dental Van arrives for its annual 5 week stint.
Week 9 is Te wiki o te reo Māori and we also have our annual Titahi Bay
Sports Exchange. In Week 10 we have the Tawa Goes To Town
performance for some of our Year 5 and 6s. Sprinkled across the term
are various sports events and other experiences for our students, please
check the HERO calendar for more information. In Week 6 we have our
Term 3 Staff Only day where we will continue to dive into the new
curriculums. 
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Welcome to Redwood School 
Benjamin Fair              Emilia Farnell                   Varun Prakash
Omyra Jangral            Ari Peters-Naug
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PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees  
In Term 3 we are looking forward to:

New road speed signs outside the school to support safe travel
Our student bathroom upgrades beginning
Our hall remediation work being finalsied
Our new 5YA property plan beginning

Rōpū Whānau
Messages from our Rōpū Whānau 
Our Matariki celebration date is Thursday 23  July.  rd

Thank you for your support of our pie sales fundraiser and our movie
night - we really appreciate your support. Our next big fundraiser is
our Rock’n Bingo evening.

Calling All Crafty (ish) Parents and/or Grandparents!
The Redwood School PFG is busy preparing for our Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle Stall at Spring into Tawa, and we'd love a few more helping
hands!
Our amazing group of student crafters has been hard at work
transforming donated items into some fantastic creations, but there
are still plenty of jobs where we could use some extra help.
If you're looking for a relaxing project to do in front of the TV during
these cold winter months, we probably have the perfect job for you!
There’s sewing bags from recycled fabrics/clothes, cutting out
material, making bookmarks, keyrings or bag tags, do you have a
way with beads or enjoy drilling small holes and attaching hooks,
there’s ironing, embellishing and helping build display stands, pulling
apart old books and removing staples or even lending an eye for
quality control..  
Every little bit of help makes a big difference, and all proceeds
from the stall go back to supporting Redwood School.
If you'd like to get involved, please get in touch with Rachel Gargan
rachelgargan@redwood.school.nz  - we'd love to have you on the
team!
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