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Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7
Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4
Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader)

Nic Webb - Y3 - Room 2
Barry Clarke - Y2 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 9
Melanie Goonan - Y2 - Room 10

Kerero Syndicate
Anna Truesdale (Syndicate Leader) -
Y5/6 - Room 17
Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 14
Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15
Lucy Smith - Y5/6 - Room 16
Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18
Colin Lambie - Y4 /5 - Room 19
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20
Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Carmel Wilson - LSC / SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher
Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal

Principal's Post
Téna tatou katoa e te whanau

It's a been a little while since my last newsletter, primarily because last
week | was taken out by the flu / Covid. There are a lot of winter bugs
around at the moment, and when they hit, they have been laying students
low for up to a week. Please all look after yourselves and stay healthy!

One thing | did get to do whilst at home recuperating was dive into our
Term 1 data. With new curriculums for English and Maths this year and a
lack of assessments aligned to them, | focussed in on our PAT results. PATs
are a well-established assessment in New Zealand developed by NZCER
over 40 years ago. Over time they have been incrementally tweaked
and focus on important capabilities such as Reading Comprehension or
Mathematics. They can be a good indicator of how Redwood students
compare with other students in New Zealand, but only very recently has
a tool been developed to compare students with the new curriculum.

What do our PAT results tell us?

Last year, our students across Year 4 - 6 made very good progress across
the year from Term 1 to Term 4. Last year's Year 6 cohort made over
double the expected progress in Mathematics across the year, largely, |
would suggest, due to the higher expectations of the 2024 Maths
curriculum teachers were using, as well as some excellent teaching!

In Term 1 this year, we had 91% achieving at Stanine 4 - 9 in PAT
Mathematics as opposed to the national norm of 77%. This is the best
result we have had in the eight years | have been principal and | would
suggest that our renewed focus on basic facts acquisition and recall, our
recent PLD in Mathematics, resulting in refining our Maths teaching
pedagogy and practice, and a more demanding curriculum have
influenced these results. When | mapped our average scaled scores using
the Mapping Tables converting PAT results to the new Curriculum
Progress Descriptors, our average score sits in the Consolidating
indicator (for end of year expectations) on the Ministry’s new 5-point
scale (Emerging, Developing, Consolidating, Proficient and Exceeding).
Given that some of the curriculum expectations are 2-3 years more
advanced than they have been, these results are encouraging.
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Dates for your diary

Thursday 28" May
Kererd Sports Tournament
Friday 29* May
Staff Only Curriculum Day
Monday 1 June
King's Birthday -School Closed
Thursday 4* June
Kererd Trip to Wellington
Sunday 7' June
KETE Community Takapt Planting Day
Tuesday 9" June
Interzone Cross Country
BoT Meeting
Friday 12 June
PFG Family Movie Night

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are:

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01

Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is
for.

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support
our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team, please
contact the PFG:

pfg@ redwood.schooan

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or

a concern please do contact your child’s

teacher. Please appreciate that during

the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an
email.

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal
or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared.

In Term 1 this year, we had 81% achieving at Stanine 4 - 9 in PAT Reading
Comprehension. Whilst comparatively not as good as our Maths score, a
result over 80% is still positive. Particularly positive is the fact that we
have over double the number of students achieving Stanine 9 as
compared to the national norm. Again, when mapped against the
Curriculum Progress Descriptors, Year 4 and 5 average scores sit within
the Conso|idqting indicator for end of year expectations, and our Year
6s, impressively, sit within the Proficient indicator for end of year
expectations.

What does this achievement suggest?

Our Year 4 - 6 PAT data in Reading Comprehension and Mathematics
suggests that our learners are tracking reasonably well, despite the much
higher expectations of the latest curriculum documents. However,
averages and norms only tell part of the story and as we approach Mid
Year reporting later on this term, we hope you get a clear indication of
what your child can do, what their next steps are, and what curriculum
year level they are currently working within.

Redwood School has generally always had good reading data. Despite
Structured Literacy being a relatively recent innovation and programme
in our school, we have always had a strong focus on decoding and
phonics, particularly in the Junior School. However, decoding is only a
small part of reading with comprehension (understanding what you have
read) and synthesis (using what you have read) being key skills that
students develop as their reading fluency increases. Vital to the
development of these skills is a love of books and a ‘Balanced Reading
Diet’. Central to these is having a well-resourced and organised library
for students to access a range of texts that can cater for this balanced
diet. We encourage students to read widely: picture books, novels, non-
fiction, magazines, graphic novels, and digital texts. Our graphic novel
section is always popular, but it is important that readers move on to
more sophisticated texts to help them develop their vocabulary and
understanding of character development and author’s voice, and also
delve into non-fiction or magazine articles from time to time. Whilst I'm
an ardent lover of physical books, much of what I read for work is on a
screen, which is a different skill. As more and more assessments are being
made digital (such as the Reading PAT), access to quality digital
material is also really important for our learners to have. Curating our
collection and managing the Redwood School library for the last 20
years has been Jan Loader. Initially starting out as a parent helper (as
many of our Support Staff have), Jan’s passion for books, the library, and
seeing young people get hooked by the reading bug has meant that the
Redwood School |ibrc1ry has a very specia| p|ace within our school. Sac”y,
earlier this term Jan informed me of her intention to retire at the end of
this term. We are all very sad to see her leave but excited for her to
immerse herself in the role of grandparent, traveller, and keeping
husband Steve in check! I'm sure there may be a book or two to be read
as well!

Ka Kite! e

N

)

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal

zacmillseredwood.school.nz
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Welcome to Redwood School

Maverick Fiame

Long Bui

Board Shorts &

Messages from our Board of Trustees

At our last meeting we discussed:
« Mid Year reporting expectations from the MoE
« New assessment expectations from the MoE
« Our emergency closure protocols
« Network and Zone discussions held with the Ministry
« Upcoming property projects: student bathroom refurbishment, hall upgrade
« Attendance drops due to a higher number of overseas holidays during Term 1

R6pd Whanau
Messages from our Ropa Whanau

Our Matariki celebration date is Thursday 23 July.

PFG News

Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group

Thank you for your Mother’s Day Raffle Support and your
support of our Book Week Sausage Sizzle. T

Our ever popular pie sales are coming soon. Watch this lun]-“pm 2

space! FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
12 JUNE - SCHOOL HALL - 5.30PM

Mark your calendars for our Family Movie Night on 12 June.

IEEEEEEEEEEEENE
$5 EACH/ $20 FAMILY PASS

CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SUPERVISING ADULT

SNACKS AVAILABLE FOR PRE PURCHASE OR PURCHASE ON THE NIGHT

TICKETS ON SALE WEEK 6

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners
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Community News

Do you know our Support Staff? ,
Discover who is behind the scene at Redwood School

Office Administrator

Association with Redwood School os a parent since 2006 as stoff since 2016,

You will find Bernie with a smile on her face in the office or ot the other end of
the phone.

Adult Boy Mum- coffee drinker-loves/hotes walking Rongituhi,

Teacher Aide
Association with Redwood School as a parent since 1993 and as a staff
member since 2014

You will find Deb quietly and calmly working in Rm 20 or with our Kerer
students on literacy.

Grandma te 4 Redwood tamariki- tea drinker - gardener - keen walker!

Accounts Manager

Association with Redwood School as a parent since 1996 os staff since 2016.
You will find Christine in her office crunching numbers and balancing baoks.
Grandma to Lachlan-coffee and tea drinker-dancer at heart.

Library Manager

Association with Redwood School as a parent since 1997 os staff since 2001.

You will find Jan in the Library recommending books to inspire students and
staff.

Mew Grandma-hot chocolate drinker- enjoys travelling in her camper.

Teacher Aide

= | Association with Redwood School as a parent since 2013 and as a staff

mermber since 2017.

You will find Damian mostly in Rm 18, but keep an eye out - he could be busy
making things happen anywhere in our school!

Dad fo 3 sporty kids-coffee drinker- exercise junkie.

Teacher Aide

Association with Redwood School as o parent since 1995 as stalf since 2009,

| You will find Kim in classrooms, the sensory space and PMP room exploring,
creating and having fun.

Grandma to Cleo -tea drinker- past life hairdresser

Teacher Aide - English Language Learners

Staff member at Redwood School since 2013.

You will find Jann keeping the conversation alive in Rm 8 while supporting our
students as they grow English language skills.

Mum to teenager -het chacolate drinker - felt artist - oodle owner.

Teacher Aide

" | Association with Redwood School since her own primary school days, as a
parent since 2010 and a staff member since 2021,

You will find Sonia mostly in Rms 1 & 3, using her magic to support literacy and

L | help students in the top block classes,

Almost adult girl mum - coffee drinker - loves rock concerts and travelling.

Teacher Aide

Association with Redwood School as a parent since 2012 and as a staff
member since 2022.

| | You will find Sandra and her sunshine mostly in Rm 7.

Mum of 3-hot chocolate drinker - gym goer

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners
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Community News

There has been a lot happening in our school community over the past couple of weeks.

Week 3 - Primary School Science Week
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Family Science Evening.

A big thank you to Nic Webb and her team for coordinating the
evening events and other events throughout the week.

Week 4 - Takapu Valley Planting Trips

Our students throughout the school joined the KETE team for

riparian planting at the source of the Porirua Stream in Takapu Valley.
Here are some photos from Room 9 and Room 14's trip.

Week 6 - Book Week
A huge thanks to Jan, Carmel and the team for organising another awesome Book Week.

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners
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Community News

KUMON

MAY EREE TRIAL

THE BASICS!

What better way to discover Kumon than to try it for free? Limited availability, don’t
miss out.

maE
Bharti Madnani § Qs
Level1/6 Hartham Place South, Porirua City Centre,
Porirua
0210257 9222
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than gwalhy!

SQUASH

REGISTER

for term

Sign up with
Tawa Squash Ciub,

& weeks, Thursdays from
&7 Main Road, Tawa

21% Mav 4 pm — 4:45 pm
$60 for the term.
Email: in .CO.NZ

Phone: 0276 778 274
More information at www squashstars nz

Does your child like
to sing, dance, act
and perform"

N
A—;.Would ou like your chiltr l% bulld ‘more
confidence and mnke more ﬁelonds?

Performing arts classes led by a
London West End performer!

Aftar school ond weskend dasses in
Aotea, Johnsenville, Karori, Mowtown,
Lower Hutt, and Upper Huttl

Y

N

Tweo-week rials available,
For more infeamation, please v

www.spotlightperformingarts.co.nz

|GUITAR LESSONS

Eileen Brown offers weekly Guitar lessons during school times. If your child is interested in
t learning starting Term 1 2024, registration is now ongoing. Please contact Eileen on Mob.
2 027 3396943 or Email: eileenvbrown11@gmail.com . Student should be at least 7 years old
f_' \;?E’. to start leaming the instrument. ALL STYLES taught including Pop, Rock, Traditional,
Bl \* Classical and Theory. Lessons are fun and enjoyable &
tk:;;; Visit us on www.drumorguitar.com or on our Facebook page : Bill and Eileen Brown Music
Tuition

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners




	Pānui 6
	May 22 2026
	NEWSLETTER
	Rākau Pai, Hua Pai
	Roll: 301 | Term 2 | Week 5
	Contact
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