
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7

 Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4

Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Nic Webb - Y3 - Room 2 
Barry Clarke - Y2 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 9 

Melanie Goonan - Y2 - Room 10
 

Kererū Syndicate 
Anna Truesdale (Syndicate Leader) -

Y5/6 - Room 17 
Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 14

Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15 
Lucy Smith - Y5/6 - Room 16 

Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18 
Colin Lambie - Y4/5 - Room 19 
Grace O’Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Carmel Wilson - LSC / SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher

Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 
Welcome back to Term 2! And what a start it has been too, with the
wild Wellington weather taking centre stage. I hope that nobody was
too badly impacted by it and would also like to take the time to
thank you all for your support with our closure on Tuesday. This term is
a long one at eleven weeks, and Term 2 is usually a wet and cold one.
The weather can bring challenges for schools, especially in terms of
parking close by at 3:00 and students getting wet. It’s always a good
idea to make sure your child has a coat, warm clothing, and possibly
a change of clothes in their bag during this term. We do like to still
get some natural ventilation through windows and doors being open
happening in the classrooms, as this helps ‘winter bugs’ not be passed
on, so a jersey or hoodie in class is always appreciated.

If you’ve visited our school site recently, you will have seen that our
drainage work is ongoing. We’re really hoping this work will remedy
the areas of pooling we get after it rains and the regular blockages
that occur. Thank you for your flexibility by avoiding the gate nearest
the office at this time. Work is due to be concluded in the next couple
of weeks. With regard to other property projects, I met with some of
the MOE team regarding our student toilet upgrades and the hall
upgrade over the holiday break, and most of the paperwork is now
complete, so we are hoping that these projects will begin this term. 

We have some exciting events coming up across the term. In Week
Two we have our school photo week. In Week 3 it is Primary Science
Week and we will have a week full of wonderful science experiences,
including our annual evening for whānau on the 6  May. Week Four
sees us participating in the North Island Times Tables Rock Stars
Competition and the tree planting trips to Takapu Valley. In Week
Five, we have our annual Book Week which will include a visiting
author (Isobel Joy Te Aho-White), Perform Education’s ‘SOmethign
Special’ performance, our usual dress up day, and a host of other
activities. At this stage the theme is still top secret - even from me!

th
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Dates for your diary 

Monday 27  Aprilth

ANZAC Day observed - school closed
Tuesday 28  April - Friday 1  Mayth st

School Photos
Term 2 Week 3

National Primary Science Week
Wednesday 6  Mayth

Science Evening
Friday 8  Mayth

Hui-a-kura
Term 2 Week 4

Times Table Rock Stars Competition
Takapū Valley planting Trips

Term 2 Week 5
Book Week

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team, please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 

One of our key strategic foci at Redwood School this year is around
the concept of High Expectations. As a staff we have discussed and
talked about what these look like in terms of behaviour, manners, and
ways of being for students in class, the playground, and when students
visit the hall for things like kapa haka, assemblies, and our mihi
whakatau. This really links well to our RED Values of being Respectful
and Responsible. However, this concept of High Expectations, also
links really well with our RED Values of Engaged, Empowered and
Driven. One of the key outcomes we want for our students is that of
independence. We hope that by the time students leave Redwood
School there are many things they can do for themselves, so that they
are increasingly less reliant on an adult to tell them what to do or for
an adult to do things for them. This journey of independence starts
when students first walk through our gates as five-year-olds. Simple
things like them carrying their own bag, putting their book bag away
themselves, getting their own lunchbox and drink bottle out of their
bags set the tone for their growing independence. As they get older
and move through the Kiwi Syndicate opportunities, such as walking
from the school gate to class by themselves and walking to a pre-
arranged place after school, help to decrease their reliance on
adults; supporting their independence, problem-solving, and
resilience. When students see themselves as being capable and
being able to do things ‘by themselves', they are much more likely to
take risks with their learning and persevere when things are tricky -
critical attributes in our Engaged and Empowered values, and vital
life skills.

As students move through the school, this independence translates
itself into leadership. This was ably demonstrated in abundance
today by our kaiarahi who helped lead our mihi whakatau. These
students have really stepped into their roles, whether they are
leading the karanga, leading waiaat or doing their whaikorero from
the paepae. Ka rawe!

A friendly reminder that Monday is a public holiday to recognise
ANZAC Day, so school will be closed. For the first time in a while,
Redwood students will be participating in the Tawa ANZAC
Ceremony on Saturday. Juno and Sankalp, two members of our
Student Council, will be placing a wreath of poppies that students
have made to acknowledge the service and sacrifice of soldiers past
and present. Today, the whole Student Council met with the Tawa RSA
at the Tawa War Memorial to understand more about the ceremony.
Thank you to Anna Truesdale for coordinating this experience for our
councillors.
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Welcome  to Redwood School 
Anindita Paul             Soirinti Paul              William Norn

Ruby Andrew              Tucker Geldenhuys
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PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

A big thank you for all the donations for our Mother's Day raffles.  The raffles will go on sale from
Monday next week.

Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees  
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 5  May at 6:00.th

Rōpū Whānau
Messages from our Rōpū Whānau 

This term our start of day karakia is the following:
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Community News 
Samuel Marsden Collegiate School –
Open Day for Year 7, entry in 2027
Marsden warmly invites families of

girls entering Year 7 in 2027 to their
upcoming Open Day on Sunday 3

May, 2.00pm–4.00pm. Please
register at

www.marsden.school.nz/register
Scholarships for entry in 2027 are
open. For more information and to

apply, visit
www.marsden.school.nz/enrolments/

scholarships.

 
     Spaces available for Term 2!   ! 

Dance, Drama and Singing for students aged 4-15 years
Led by a London West End performer!

AOTEA - JOHNSONVILLE - KARORI - LOWER HUTT - NEWTOWN - UPPER HUTT
Book your child’s two-week trial NOW!

www.spotlightperformingarts.co.nz

http://www.marsden.school.nz/register
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