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@RedwoodSchoolTawa
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Kiwi Syndicate
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7
Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4
Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader)

Nic Webb - Y3 - Room 2
Barry Clarke - Y2 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 9
Melanie Goonan - Y2 - Room 10

Kererd Syndicate
Caitlin Arlidge (Syndicate Leader) -
Y5/6 - Room 14
Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15
Lucy Smith - Y5/6 - Room 16
Anna Truesdale - Y5/6 - Room 17
Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18
Colin Lambie - Y4/5 - Room 19
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20
Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Carmel Wilson - LSC / SENCo
Erin Baker - Release Teacher
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher
Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal

Principal's Post
Téna tatou katoa e te whanau

Wow! Just under a week left of Term 1 and this term seems to have flown by.
A friendly reminder that Term 1 ends next Thursday, with the Good Friday the
following day. As a result our Hui-a-Kura is on Thursday morning.

One of the major highlights from the past couple of weeks was our Year 5
and 6 camp up at Camp Kaitoke at the foot of the Rimutakas. As many of
you will be aware, there were some logistical challenges in organising camp,
with a new team taking over at Camp Kaitoke. As this was our first camp
utilising this venue, we were all a bit unsure about how it would shape up.
However, | think everyone can attest to what an awesome experience it wa
for our tamariki, offering exactly the right amount of challenge with more
exciting activities than our previous venue. A huge tanks to all the Kereri
team for their organisation, the aprents who attended for their hard work
and support, and Mrs Arlidge for managing to get through it without going
into labour! Although | was only there for one day, | was so impressed with
the way students took on the mantra of ‘challenge though choice’ and did
really well to take themselves out of their comfort zone. Whether it was the
heights of the Giant swing, rock climbing or the Superfox, or the precarious
balance of kayaking or the challenge course it was awesome to see students
giving activities a go and their peers supporting them through the process.
This is exactly what camp is all about. Here are a couple of reflections from
two of our Student Councillors about their camp experience.

Hi, my name is Rohan. I'm from Room 15 and | am the Student Councillor for
Room 15. My role is to share ideas from my class, to give them a voice, and to
represent what they want. Today | want to share something Room 15 enjoyed
a lot. The Year 5 and 6's recently had their camp at Kaitoke. I've collected
information from Room 15 to show what made camp special for us. Most
people in the class enjoyed the activities and thought this made camp really
special. The giant swing was very popular; you were hoisted up really high by
your fellow group members and had to pull a string to set it off. It was
exciting, challenging and fun! Other kids in Room 15 thought the Camp Show
made camp special. My favourite act was the magician who pulled lots of
things out of the hat and then forgot what she was supposed to pull out. At
camp we learnt to never back down from a challenge.

Rohan Rm 15
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Dates for your diary

........................................................

Thursday 2" April
Hui a kura
Thursday 2" April
Last Day of Term 1
Friday 3™ April
Good Friday
Monday 20* April
Term 2 begins
Friday 24* April
Mihi Whakatau
Monday 27* April
ANZAC Day observed - school closed
Tuesday 28" April - Friday 1** May
School Photos
Term 2 Week 3
National Primary Science Week
Wednesday 6" May
Science Evening
Friday 8% May
Hui-a-kura

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are:

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01

Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is
for.

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support
our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team, please
contact Anna Gandy:

pfgeredwood.school.nz

Compliments & Complaints

........................................................

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an
email.

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal
or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the
compliment needs to be shared.

I'm Sankalp, | am a Year 6 student in Room 14. This is my second year on the
Student Council. Last year | was proud to be one of the people organising
and behind the scenes for our working bee. Room 14 wanted to share some
of the things you have to look forward to when it is your turn to go to camp.
Most of Room 14 felt that camp gave them lifetime memories. For me, my
lifelong memory will be sleeping in a cabin with my friends and chatting until
we fell asleep. Other classmates think you will enjoy the fun activities, the
accommodation, and the chance to try new things. Mainly at camp | learned
that if you are scared to do something, it won't always be scary. You should
give it a go, as it might turn out to be one of your lifelong memories.

Sankalp Rm 14

Whilst mentioning ‘challenge through choice’, it was great to see so many of
our students participating in Cross Country this year. Quite often a lot of
students don't come to school on that day, but this year we had a pretty full
roll and, as a result, lots of participation. Again, it was great to see students
cheering on their peers and encouraging each other. We had a great
parent turnout too! Thank you for supporting our school and our students. A
big thank you to Grace O'Rourke and her team for all the organisation of this
event and our Sports Captains for their mahi too.

As | mentioned in the last newsletter, last week | was part of a New Zealand
delegation visiting New South Wales with the Education Minister, Erica
Stanford. Our primary focus was looking at Science of Learning pedagogy
and Explicit Instruction in Maths, with a particular focus on Basic Facts
fluency. To be honest, lots of what we were exposed to was not new to me or
Redwood School. For the past few years we have had our Basic Facts
progression and a focus on students memorising and acquiring these key
tools as soon as possible. We know that when students have these in place,
they find other areas of Maths easier, and we know from parents of students
who have left Redwood that this stands our Year 7s in really good stead at
Intermediate. We have also spent the last five years exploring the practices
that sit within the Science of Learning, with Explicit Instruction being one such
practice. It was quite heartening to know that our practice, whilst always

having room for improvement, is heading in the right direction.
Ka Kite!

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal

zacmillseredwood.school.nz
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Welcome to Redwood School

Quynh Nguyen Avery Batten
Wesley Seay Adelia Wheeler

Board Shorts @

Messages from our Board of Trustees

We are currently focussed on:

e Our 10 Year Property Plan, which includes lots of rooting work and the rep|aoement of windows
and doors

. Working with the MOE on other property projects, ino|uding refurbishment of student toilets,
work to the hall, drainage work, and internal painting of our admin area

« Getting greater understanding of the school’s reporting requirements from the MOE

o Working through all the new attendance administration, partiou|ar|y around unjustified
absences

At our meeting earlier this week we discussed the number of |arge participation chat groups
amongst our school community. Whilst these can be wonderful ways of keeping the community
informed and reminded about school happenings and events, we would rea||y appreciate it if the
chats can remain respeottu| and upho|ding of our RED Values at all times. Whilst we cannot control
what is discussed, we would encourage any chats about members of our school community (statt,
students, Whanau) to remain respeottu| and mindful of peop|e’s We||being at all times.

Ropu Whanau

Messages from our Ropt Whanau QL) AT N
REDWO0OD KURA ROPU WHANAU

The RopU Whanau Hui is for all Maori whanau at Redwood School.

Our ROpU Whanau aims to:
- support and encourage Te Ao Maori at Redwood School.
- promote student awareness and pride in culture, heritage and identity.
- encourage collaboration and sharing of ideas between home and school.

TERM 1 PANUI

We had a wonderful first hui with Ropa Whanau this term. It was great to reconnect and start
some planning for 2026. We talked about events such as Matariki and Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori,
as well as some other areas of our kura we can support in Te Ao Maori.

warm and welcoming ropa, plus there’s often kai too!

Our next hui is on Thursday 14th May at 6pm.
We welcome all our Maori whanau to join us.

PFG News ) QL) QLY) QLY ¥

Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group

Easter Hot Cross Bun will be delivered on Monday 30th March. Thank you to everyone who p|aoed
an order.
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