
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7
Rachel Gargan / Karen Dessoulavy -

Room 6
 Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 

Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4
Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3

(Syndicate Leader) 
Nic Webb - Y3 - Room 2 

Barry Clarke - Y2 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 9 

Melanie Goonan - Y2 - Room 10
 

Kererū Syndicate 
Anna Truesdale (Syndicate Leader) -

Y5/6 - Room 17 
Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 14

Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15 
Lucy Smith - Y5/6 - Room 16 

Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18 
Colin Lambie - Y4/5 - Room 19 
Grace O’Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Carmel Wilson - LSC / SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher

Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 
We’re halfway through the term, and what a term it is turning out to be!
Across the country we are seeing unprecedented levels of sickness, with
many schools both locally and further afield reporting attendance rates
at less than 50% due to illness. Within Tawa we have seen pockets of
sickness, including really bad tummy bugs and Influenza A, adding to the
usual seasonal colds and coughs. What has been particularly challenging
for parents is the slow recovery time and, often, second waves of illnesses
that students have been experiencing. Thank you for being proactive at
keeping your children at home and being responsive when Bernie has
called you to say that your child is unwell. Whilst we know that the
government has a strong focus on attendance, children being at school
when they are sick is not good for them or their classmates and teachers.

Contributing to the sickness has been the unusually cold, wet and grey
weather in Wellington that has, at times, reminded me of a UK winter.
Normally, we have the odd bright sunny day that gives us a bit of respite,
but this hasn’t really happened this term. We do try to get the students
outside when possible to get some fresh air, so if students can bring a
warm hoodie or jacket to wear for break times it really helps them to
enjoy being outside a bit more. We also are still encouraging games of
football on the field, even if it is a bit wet and soggy. The students who
enjoy football get a lot of benefit from the physical exertion and
competitive play, which also supports their learning once they return to
class. However, it does sometimes result in some wet and muddy clothing
after break times. If your child is one of those who enjoys football on the
field or exploring ‘the forest’ we strongly encourage a spare change of
clothes in their bags in case they need them.

It has been great to see many of our younger students getting into
football, possibly inspired by the recent World Cup. If you can remind
students that there is no football (or vortex) to be played on the top
block court or the area around the flagpole at any time (before, during
or after school), it would be really appreciated. These areas are too busy
for big kicks or throws, and we’ve had too many accidents because of
this.
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Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 26  Augustth

Year 2 & 3 Pataka trip
Friday 28  Augustth

Staff Only Day
Wednesday 2  Septembernd

Kererū InSTEAD sharing
Friday 4  Septemberth

Hui-a-kura
Tuesday 8  Augustth

BoT Meeting
Onesie Day

Friday 11  Septemberth

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team, please

contact the PFG: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal
zacmills@redwood.school.nz

Last week, the new Social Sciences and Science curriculums were
released by the Ministry of Education. Whilst the expectation is that we
begin to implement these next year, full implementation is not until 2029.
Whilst these documents are, in my opinion, a slight improvement on the
draft versions published last year, there is a vast amount of learning
objectives that students and teachers are expected to cover each year.
The year-by-year sequences will make teaching in a composite class
very challenging and I look forward to receiving the proposed guides
from the Ministry on how schools can make this work. My biggest
concern, particularly with the Social Sciences curriculum, is that some of
the required contexts, in my opinion, are not relevant, relatable, or
developmentally appropriate for the age of students they are assigned
to. Whilst the ‘Black Death Plague’ of the Medieval period and the Irish
Potato Famine of the 1800s were both significant European historical
events, I’m not convinced that they are the right contexts for Year 6
students in 2026 in Aotearoa New Zealand. As a History graduate of a
UK university, I did encounter both these subjects: at primary school we
studied the plague, but only because I lived about 5 minutes away from  
the famous Derbyshire village of Eyam and at university I looked at
reasons for migration to the United States, of which the potato famine
was a significant catalyst. Knowledge is best taught when it is connected
to students’ prior knowledge and experiences, and, whilst it is certainly
important to open students’ eyes to the world and the past, I do think
some more relatable contexts could have been selected. 

Earlier this week, I had the opportunity to take six of our Year 6 students
to the Mathswell Competition at Victoria University. This annual maths
competition for Year 5 and 6 students sees students organised into two
teams who each face two rounds of questions: problem-solving and a
multi-choice round. At the halfway point Redwood was proudly sitting in
third, but a challenging second set of questions that the teams ended up
in eleventh place out of forty-nine schools. This was an awesome effort
and something the students representing the school should be proud of.
What made me even prouder was the conversation I had with the marker
working with both the teams, who said that they were extremely polite
and respectful, collaborative, and encouraging of one another, as well
as demonstrating awesome mathematical skills and logic. Ka rawe!
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Welcome to Redwood School 
Maesha Kumar

Aria Ni

Mason Laws

Nathan Comon 

Pānui 10  August 21 2026

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees  
At our next meeting we will discuss the following:

Strategic Consultation for later this year
New reporting requirements
Staffing structures for 2027

Rōpū Whānau
Messages from our Rōpū Whānau 
This term’s daily karakia is: 

Thank you for your support of our Bingo night and raffles. We raised over $9000 to go
towards the renewal of our water fountains!
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Community News 

A huge thank you to Glass Group who have made a very
generous donation of $2733 for new sports equipment and

Kapa Haka uniforms. Glass Group identified us as an
organisation who they could support. 

If you have any glass or glazing needs, please reach out to Glass
Group on 0800040010
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