
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 

Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 1 
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 
Kate Collins -Y2 - Room 2 

Michelle Morpeth - Y 1/2 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Pūkeko Syndicate 
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 12 

Amy Tinker - Y3 - Room 13
Cassie George - Y3 - Room 18 
Anna Truesdale - Y4 - Room 19

(Syndicate Leader) 
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

 
Kererū Syndicate 

Rachel Gargan (Syndicate Leader)/
Emma Ashington - Y5/6 - Room 14 
Carmel Wilson - Y5/6 - Room 15 
Donna Glenn - Y5/6 - Room 16 

Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 17 
 

Emma Ashington - SENCO
 

Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

What a busy couple of weeks! 

Last week saw our Pūkeko team exploring the Tawa community as
part of their ‘Ko Tawa E!’ InSTEAD project. This was a great
opportunity to explore their local community, see what community
resources we have in Tawa, and learn about some of the history of
Tawa. A big thank you to all the parents who helped with this
exploration. Also, last week we had a large contingent participate
in the Tawa Zone Cross Country. We had some fabulous results,
and many of our students are off to the Inter Zone competition to
test themselves against the best primary school runners in
Wellington. We also had many students and their whānau visit
Tawa College to participate in their Primary Science Week
evening. This was a great opportunity to explore science in
dedicated science labs with students getting a taste of what a
college laboratory looks like, and was enjoyed by the many
people who attended. With all the media attention on Literacy
and Maths, it is awesome to be able to champion science too.

This week our fabulous Library team have hosted our annual ‘Book
Week’. This event is a highlight of our school year, and this year’s
theme of ‘Reading is Cool - He Mīharo Te Pānui’ was particularly
apt given the cold snap we’ve had in the weather this week! There
has been a raft of awesome and exciting things happening each
day in the library, as well as an author visit, a Storylines
performance, a dress up day, Rōpū Whānau House event, and
even a sausage sizzle (thanks PFG)! This week is such a great way
to celebrate books and reading. A massive thanks to our Library
team, and helpers, in transforming the library (although I’m not sure
about the snowman) and organising all the events.
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Dates for your diary 

Enviro Group Planting trip - Monday
27th May

Matariki Planning Event - Tuesday 28th
May 6pm

Staff Only Day - School closed - Friday
31st May

King’s Birthday - School closed -
Monday 3 June

Wednesday 5th June - Kiwi Reading
Evening

Tuesday 18th June - Inter Zone Cross
Country ppt Thursday 20th June

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 

This week’s bad news story about education in the media is around
newly qualified teachers’ capability in Literacy and Mathematics.
We are fortunate to have a largely experienced teaching staff
who have good curriculum knowledge. However, with ongoing
changes to our curriculum, it is challenging for schools to
constantly be changing what and how we teach. We will be
exploring some of this at our upcoming Kāhui Ako Staff Only Day
on Friday 31st May. This day is an opportunity for all the primary
and intermediate schools in Tawa to come together to talk about
teaching and learning, and in particular effective pedagogy and
practice. We are lucky to have two highly skilled presenters
delivering keynote presentations. Dr. Chris Bowden is a world-
leading expert in trauma informed practice, and Dr. Nina Hood is
part of the Ministerial Advisory Group advising the Education
Minister on changes to the curriculum. Please note that Redwood
School will be closed on this day, as well as on the following
Monday (3 June) for King’s Birthday.

Another big challenge for schools currently is staffing; permanent,
fixed-term, and relieving teachers are all in short supply. I know
that some colleges close by have had to send year groups home
due to the high number of sick staff and a lack of relievers. Covid
is firmly back in the community and is having an impact on
students attendance and staff shortages. I am pleased to
announce that we have employed someone to replace Nancy
Manu in Room 6. Melanie Goonan is an experienced teacher who
is joining us from Thorndon School. We are currently negotiating
with her current employers on when she can join us. Less positive
has been our search for a New Entrant teacher. This position has
now been advertised three times and I’m yet to receive an
application from someone currently based in New Zealand, with
all their paperwork in place. This is a matter of great urgency as
this class was supposed to open two weeks ago and we are
exploring all possibilities in search of a suitable teacher for this
class.

Tonight, comments will appear in your child’s Learner Profile as
part of their 2024 Report. These comments talk about how they
have settled into school, and is similar to a General Comment. We
hope you find these informative and useful.
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Ka Kite!

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal
zacmills@redwood.school.nz
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Welcome to Redwood School
Macie Robinson

Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 
The PFG is working with Zac to apply for grants to replace the wooden playground. Indications are
we will require around $160k to replace the playground. The existing one has lasted 48 years, but
now needs to retire.

 
Roadworks – Its not over! From now until mid-July roadworks on Redwood Avenue have been
planned. There will be disruption and a ban on parking to reduce traffic congestion. We have
asked the council to limit their work time from 9am to 2:30pm to lessen the impact. We will
continue to monitor the situation and inform as soon as we learn more.  
 
The NZSTA conference is on in Wellington in early June and we are sending two of our Trustees to
attend.
 
Our dedicated PFG continue to be very busy and appreciate the community’s support. The Colour
Run was a great success and great fun! Get your Tea Towels whilst you can!

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

 A big shout out to Pak n Save Porirua who donated a $200 gift voucher which enabled us to
purchase the ice blocks, trays and tomato sauce. Also thanks to Hellers Sausages for schools
program who supplied the sausages! 

We are still collecting orders for the tea towels. We need a few more orders across years 3, 4 and
6 to meet the minimum printing requirements. Link to buy https://forms.gle/Y5JVHjB4uakffbUYA
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Community Notices
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Grandparent Reading - The Bookworm Club

We are seeking grandparents or senior citizens to give their time to come to school and listen to our Year
3-6 students read to them. This will involve about an hour and a half of their time a week, preferably in the
afternoon but we can be flexible with times and days. You will listen to three/four students read for about
half an hour each. To ensure we are following our child protection guidelines, those interested will need to

be police vetted. 

If you have a family member, neighbour or wonderful friend who would be interested in being part of The
Bookworm Club, please contact Donna Glenn, Room 16 Teacher and Assistant Literacy Leader.

donnaglenn@redwood.school.nz
04 232 7704 
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