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Kiwi Syndicate
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7
Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4
Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader)

Cassie George - Y2/3 - Room 2
Danielle Smith - Y2/3 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y2/3 - Room 9
Melanie Goonan - Y2/3 - Room 10

Kererd Syndicate
Caitlin Arlidge (Syndicate Leader) -
Y5/6 - Room 14
Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15
Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 16
Anna Truesdale - Y5/6 - Room 17
Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18
Kelsey Moore - Y4 /5 - Room 19
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20
Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Donna Glenn - Senior Literacy Support
Nic Webb - Science Release Teacher
Carmel Wilson - SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher
Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal

Principal's Post
Téna tatou katoa e te whanau

Term 2 is back and it appears as if its brought winter with it, if the last
couple of days are anything to go by. There is no need for your child to
bring a sunhat to school, but a raincoat is definitely useful as we often
seem to have a deluge at 3:00. For our youngest students, who find
puddles to enticing, a change of clothing tucked inside their school bag
is often a good idea too.

Sadly, because of the inclement weather, we had to postpone our mihi
whakatautau yesterday. This was due to rainwater coming into the halll
through holes in the roof and the broken windows. Fortunately, we have
been able to reschedule for next Friday 9% May. The hall, however,
remains an ongoing issue. The hall was built in 1997 in a partnership deal
by the MOE and the Redwood School Board of Trustees, with both
parties committed to the ongoing ownership and maintenance costs in a
50/50 split. The design was an American kit set and was one of the first
of a few school halls built to the same specifications in the region. Sadly,
they have all had similar design flaws with weathertightness issues. The
first remediation project on our school hall was in 2015 with the front
music room being rebuilt due to water ingress into the wall cavities. On
my arrival at Redwood School in 2019, | identified a number of
weathertightness issues with buildings around the school, which were
finally worked on last year. During the intervening years, a number of
solutions for the hall were kicked around, from a total demolition and
rebuild, various partial rebuilds, and finally the rather minimal
renovations created by the demolition of the old Room 11. As a result of
the uncertainty around the eventual solution for the hall, no school-led
maintenance work has happened. We had been led to believe that the
MOE would be keen to take ownership of the hall so that we would have
no school-owned property on site. Due to the ongoing issues these kit set
buildings have incurred, | was informed on Monday that the Redwood
School Board of Trustees would remain with 50% ownership of the halll.
We are now working with the MOE to figure out a plan to fix the roof,
guttering, windows, and ceiling in a way that addresses the issues but
does not completely exhaust the fundraising we have been doing
towards our new playground renovation. | will keep you posted as plans
and timelines develop. Here's hoping we can address these issues quickly
for all our hall users!

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners



mailto:office@redwood.school.nz
mailto:office@redwood.school.nz
mailto:accounts@redwood.school.nz
mailto:accounts@redwood.school.nz
http://www.redwood.school.nz/
http://www.redwood.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/RedwoodSchoolTawa
mailto:pfg@redwood.school.nz

Panui 6

May 2 2025

Dates for your diary
Tuesday 13th May -
Tawa Zone Cross Country
Term 2 Week 3 -
Primary Science week
Thursday 15th May -
Science whanau evening
Friday 16th May -

Pink Shirt Day
Term 2 Week 4 -

Book Week
Thursday 22nd May -
Répd Whanau Hui
Tuesday 27th May -
New Curriculum Information evening
Friday 30 May -

Staff Only Day
Monday 2 June -
King's Birthday

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are:

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01

Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is
for.

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support
our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please
contact Anna Gandy:

p{'g@ redwood.schoo|.nz

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an
email.

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal
or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared.

This term negotiations begin on new Collective Agreements for teachers.
Accompanying these negotiations is an NZEI Campaign aimed at
getting the government to invest heavily in Learning Support for our most
vulnerable learners. Their key aims are:
l.Increased teacher aide funding for all ECEs and schools
2.Increase the number of specialists e.g. psychologists, physiotherapists
and resource teachers to meet student need
3.Fund a dedicated Learning Support Coordinator or SENCO in every
school and early childhood centre
4.Expand the ORS criteria and increase the funding available so that it
is based on need, rather than a fixed amount of funding available
5.Develop and provide greater professional development (including
career pathways) and specialist opportunities for educators to
develop their understanding of learning support, including Initial
Teacher Education
This is a key issue in education. Over 25% of our Redwood student
population has additional learning or behavioural needs, with many
more in the process of getting support or a diagnosis. However, only
about 3% of these students receive any sort of funding or specialist
intervention to support their needs. Sadly, our current Learning Support
system is currently not designed for the number of students with
additional needs or the complexity of the solutions required to best
support them. We are finding that a growing number of our students are
getting diqgnoses, often prompted by observations made at school. The
psychologists diagnosing them recommend modifications to the students’
learning environments, supports, and programmes, which the school then
tries to implement, often without funding or support to do so. Despite
willing, effort, and good intent, often these solutions do not work out as
they should. An analogy | would use is to compare it to healthcare. A
patient goes to their GP (the school), who refers them to a specialist who
does tests etc., to determine a serious condition. In healthcare, the
specialist would then take over the treatment plan for the patient. In
education they send them back to the GP (the school) for them to design
and implement the treatment plan. Sadly, teachers are just general
practitioners and not specia|ists, and this is Why points 2, 3 and 5 of the
NZEl campaign are so important. Schools should be a place where all
students can learn and thrive to the best of their ability. For myself, and
the majority of teachers across the country, this is the number one priority
in education, and | hope you support the education profession as we
campaign on this issue.

Thank you to all the parents who have supported Kiwi Syndicate this
week on their Pataka trips. There are lots of events coming up that allow
you to get involved in our school community such as our Science Evening,
Book Week and New Curriculum Information Evening. We hope you can
come along and get involved in one of these events.

Ka Kite! =
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal

zacmillseredwood.school.nz
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Welcome to Redwood School

Deveen Lokuge
Persephone Blackburn
Erik Otimi

Caden Rumens

Chris Shu

Dwij Patel

Board Shorts ‘

Messages from our Board of Trustees

- Our next meeting is on Tuesday 6" May at 6:00
« We have received the latest design for our playground. You can do a walk-through here:
https: //cloud.chaos.com /collaboration /folder /ZvRDIUQibWspgWitwRpwEP /present?
n=RjxzWQBvqgsAnJUSKSKhyYM
o If you'd like to provide any feedback, please email me here: zacmillseredwood.school.nz

PFG News

Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group

Our school Math-a-thon is next week. Keep practising those basic facts and collecting those
sponsors!
Currently our totals are:
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If you'd like to join the PFG team, please contact Anna Gandy at pfgeredwood.school.nz

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners
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Community News

NEW WORLD CLUB CARD
PARTNERSHIP

An easy way to help us raise funds.

Have you registered your New World
Club Card yet?

Fundraise for Redwood School simply
by linking your New Word Club Card to
the school and shopping at New World
Tawa. For every $100 you spend $1 will
be donated to Redwood School.
Linking your card does not impact any
of your card benefits. Simply email
your 16 digit card details to
office@redwood.school.nz

Friends and family are welcome to link
their cards too.

WE MAKE:

CALL US TODAY!
021069 6073

NEW WORLD

Tawa

Skylight Trust
ylig a ®

Counselling for %
young people

Counselling offers a space for young people to explore
any concerns and get support from a trained mental
health professional during uncertain times.

Skylight Trust is an organisation based

in the Wellington region offering short-
term counselling services for tamariki We deliver a range of

and rangatahi (aged 5-18 years), and therapy modalities:

their whanau. Our kaupapa aims to « Talk therapy

support those who have experienced or + Music therapy

are experiencing grief, loss, « Creative Arts therapy

bereavement, or trauma.

o . Our Locations
Counselling can improve young people’s

mental health and wellbeing. We offer

e « Wellington
young people a non-judgemental and « Porirua
supportive environment to express « Petone
themselves. « Lower Hutt

« Kapiti
Contact Us @

(30800 299 100
@ www.skylight.org.n:
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