
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7

 Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4

Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Cassie George - Y2/3 - Room 2 
Danielle Smith - Y2/3 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y2/3 - Room 9 

Melanie Goonan - Y2/3 - Room 10
 

Kererū Syndicate 
Caitlin Arlidge (Syndicate Leader) -

Y5/6 - Room 14 
Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15 

Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 16 
Anna Truesdale - Y5/6 - Room 17 
Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18 

Kelsey Moore - Y4/5 - Room 19 
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Donna Glenn - Senior Literacy Support
 Nic Webb - Science Release Teacher

Carmel Wilson - SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher

Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

We’ve reached the end of a busy Term 1 for 2025. There has been lots of
learning for everyone here at Redwood School: teachers have been
unpacking the new English and Maths Curriculums,  whilst students have
been learning about what makes an effective sentence, the life cycles of
butterflies and mathematical strategies for solving addition and
subtraction problems. Even I have been learning about AI and how it is
going to impact how and what we teach! Schools are such dynamic
places to be in, which makes it exciting and exhausting. I hope everyone
has a restful couple of weeks as Term 2 promises to be bigger and better
than ever.

In Term 2 we have a number of opportunities for you to connect with our
kura. We have tried to lock in as many dates as early as possible. Here
are some of those dates:

Monday 28th April - Term 2 begins
Thursday 1st May - Mihi Whakatau
Term 2 Week 3 - Primary Science week
Thursday 15th May - Science whānau evening
Friday 16th May - Pink Shirt Day
Term 2 Week 4 - Book Week
Thursday 22nd May - Rōpū Whānau Hui
Tuesday 27th May - New Curriculum Information evening
Friday 30 May - Staff Only Day
Monday 2 June - King’s Birthday
Thursday 19th June - Matariki breakfast
Thursday 19th June - Mid Year Reports go live on HERO
Tuesday 24th June - Parent / Teacher Conferences
Wednesday 25th June - Parent / Teacher Conferences
Friday 27th June - Term 2 ends

As you can see there is a lot planned for Term 2, which is really exciting.
Keep an eye on our HERO Community Calendar as dates are added. We
will do our best to keep you up to date and informed about what is
coming up through our newsletter, HERO, and the calendar.
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NEWSLETTER
Rākau Pai, Hua Pai

Roll: 306 | Term 1 | Week 10
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Dates for your diary 

Thursday 10th April - 
Last day of Term 1 for students

Friday 11th April - 
Kāhui Ako Staff Only Day - school closed

Monday 28th April - 
Term 2 starts

Thursday 1st May - 
Mihi Whakatau

Thursday 15th May - 
Science whānau evening

Friday 16th May - 
Pink Shirt Day

Term 2 Week 4 -
Book Week

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal

zacmills@redwood.school.nz

It was great to be able to go ahead with our Cross Country earlier this
week. Whilst it had been bad weather overnight, it was fine and sunny
during the day, albeit a bit breezy, the grounds were in good condition,
and we had permission from the council to go ahead. There was some
fine racing with some great sprint finishes (helped by that strong
tailwind). What I particularly enjoyed was seeing the students being
good sports and encouraging and supporting each other. We know that
not all students enjoy the cross-country experience, but it was really
good to see everyone giving it a good go. Cross country is a great way
for students to experience challenge in a safe environment, which helps
build resilience and perseverance - two of our elements making up our
Empowered value.

At a recent leadership meeting we reflected on the learning that has
been happening this term. Whilst there has been some good consistent
learning across the core learning areas of reading, writing, and
mathematics, students have been really engaged with the mini units of
learning we have done on butterflies (Science) and ANZACs / World
Wars (Social Sciences / History). These are important reminders to us
that, whilst vital, reading, writing and mathematics are not always the
subjects that make students curious about their world. As
Whakamatemate (Curiosity) is one of our intended learning outcomes its
important that we continue to provide a broad curriculum to all our
learners. Having teachers like Nic Webb and
Jo Montague provide specialist teaching in
Science and Art has been a real bonus this
year, and having some dedicated spaces for
them to work in is even better. I’m sure that all
our learners will enjoy their InSTEAD
(Investigation, Science, Technology,
Environmental Arts and Design) units next term
with their focus on Communities. Kererū 
Syndicate will be exploring ancient communities such as Egypt, Rome
and the Vikings, whereas Kiwi Syndicate will be looking at how school
communities have changed over time.

The school holidays are a great way for students (and staff) to relax and
recharge after a busy term. However, we still encourage students to
practise some of the key skills over the holiday break. Reading everyday
is a great activity and one that can be done together as a family. Basic
facts can be practised on a walk, in the car, or at home. The enthusiastic
writers amongst our community might also want to keep a diary of their
holiday activities. These kinds of ‘retrieval practise’ activities help
strengthen the neural pathways connecting this learning. Through this
practise, cognitive load is offset when students next encounter these
words in books or basic facts problems, which supports automaticity. In
these key learning areas, that is a big focus for our learners. Have an
awesome break! 
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Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 

A huge thank you to Christine for all her hard work for our annual audit. This year we have had
new auditors, so there has been a lot more additional work.
We are working hard to clarify the ownership of the hall, which has always been a 50/50
partnership between the MOE and the Redwood Board of Trustees. We are hoping that we can
transfer 100% ownership to the MOE so that repairs such as the windows and kitchen do not have
fall to the board, taking away our ability to fund projects such as our new playground
We have completed our Out of Zone ballot for the first half of this year
Thank you to everyone who has paid all or some of their school donation this term, we really do
appreciate it.
Have a wonderful school holidays.
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Welcome to Redwood School
Rica Hau
Jasper Huggins-Smith
Ora Little-Edwards
Ashlin Anoop

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 
Disco
We hope you all enjoyed our disco last Friday. A big thank you to all our PFG helpers who ran the
sausage sizzle, cake and lolly stall, and inside refreshments. Thank you to everyone who donated
slices and cupcakes for our stall. A big shout-out to AJ as well for his DJing skills. The PFG would also
like to say a huge thank you to New World Tawa who donated all the bread for our sausage sizzle
and Hell Pizza Porirua for their spot prize donations.

Our Term 2 Math-a-thon is coming soon!
Check out our Give a little page!

If you’d like to join the PFG team, please contact Anna Gandy at pfg@redwood.school.nz
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