
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7

 Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4

Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Cassie George - Y2/3 - Room 2 
Danielle Smith - Y2/3 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y2/3 - Room 9 

Melanie Goonan - Y2/3 - Room 10
 

Kererū Syndicate 
Caitlin Arlidge (Syndicate Leader) -

Y5/6 - Room 14 
Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15 

Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 16 
Anna Truesdale - Y5/6 - Room 17 
Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18 

Kelsey Moore - Y4/5 - Room 19 
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Donna Glenn - Senior Literacy Support
 Nic Webb - Science Release Teacher

Carmel Wilson - SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher

Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

We are now well into the term and regular learning programmes are up
and running. As we have got further into the school year we have
continued to unpack the new Maths and English curriculums, using them
to plan our units of work and learning, and assess students against the
new benchmarks. Whilst much of the new curriculums reflects changes we
had already made in term so practice and philosophy, there are some
significant changes which is having an impact on our learners. In Maths,
for instance, the size of the numbers students are expected to
understand, manipulate and use in equations has increased in
complexity. The size of numbers we expected students to solve
calculations with at Year 5 are now expected to be handled confidently
by our Year 2 and 3 students. As we have trialled assessments with our
students, this increase in the size of numbers has challenged even our
most able mathematicians. Another subtle change we have noticed is
that now the written vertical algorithm is expected to be introduced
much earlier than previously expected and that there is less emphasis on
students having a multitude of mental strategies with which to solve
equations. The challenge this presents is that many of the resources that
teachers have been using for the last twenty years are no longer
relevant, and we find ourselves ‘reinventing the wheel.’ Ironically, those of
us who taught last century find our earliest experiences of being teachers
are now cutting edge. 
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NEWSLETTER
Rākau Pai, Hua Pai

Roll: 302 | Term 1 | Week 5

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

The graphic on the right is from our
Term 1 PAT Maths results. The real
positive we can see from this is that
our student achievement sits above
the norm (shadowed boxes) and most
importantly our tail (students working
below the expected level) is
significantly shorter that the national
norm, whilst our highest achievers are
comparable to those nationally. It
suggests that the changes we have
made to our Maths teaching over the
last couple of years is starting to pay
off.
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Dates for your diary 

Friday 14th March - 
Hui-a-kura

Friday 14th March - 
Butterfly Learning Day
Sunday 16th March - 

Weetbix TRYathlon
Tuesday 25th March - 

BoT Meeting
Friday 21st March - 

Mountains to Sea Snorkelling

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal

zacmills@redwood.school.nz

As class routines and organisation are now well established, the next
thing for classes to set up is their Home Learning routines. At Redwood
School we do not want Home Learning to be onerous, but through our
research into the Science of Learning we know the importance of
students practising to help them retain their knowledge and new
learning. Our Home Learning consists of reading, spelling and writing,
and basic facts practise. For our younger students basic facts are
introduced at a later stage with reading and spelling being a priority.
Whilst we appreciate that students can be tired after a school day, we
feel that the Home Learning tasks are manageable and should not be
onerous for either the student or the parent. It is a great opportunity to
connect with your child’s learning and see the progress they are making
over time. Home Learning should be coming home from next week.

We are now into March and our annual Movin’ March initiative has
begun. Hopefully the weather will play its part and allow students to
walk, bike and scoot to school on a daily basis. Not only is this a great
way to start the day with some exercise, but it helps to reduce the
congestion at Redwood Avenue at drop off and pick up times. make sure
your child gets their Movin’ March passport stamped on a daily basis and
when they’re full that they put them into the collection box to enter into
the prize draw.

If you’ve been passed the hall recently, you
will have seen our Outdoor Learning Space
taking shape. These brightly coloured tables
and planter boxes were designed and built
by Craig from Bespoke Wooden Solutions,
with the help of some of our Year 6 students
following the awesome work Craig did on
our top block fence. The project is not quite
finished yet as there is still an extra element
to come involving all students and the ‘totem’
pole coming from the planter box benches.
The Gardening Group have plans to plant
the planter boxes with sensory and edible
plants. This is just one part of our plan to
enhance the outdoor spaces around the
school. The new football goals on the field
are proving to be extremely popular and
there are regularly multiple games of
football benefitting from our 2 sets of goals.
We also have a new basketball post set to
be installed in the next week or so, and
some new designs for our playground
refurbishment arrived in my Inbox last night.
Exciting times!
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Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 
Thank you to everyone for your quick responses to our Annual Donation letter. We were shocked to
see that our Equity Index funding had dropped by 75% from $8.13 to $2.12, so your support is really
appreciated. With account matching now a common part of Internet banking, a friendly reminder
that our account name is Redwood School Board of Trustees.
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Welcome to Redwood School

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 
Hot Cross Buns
Easter is nearly here and it's time for hot cross buns! The buns are being baked for us by Brumby's,
who bake all their products fresh daily.
Packs of 6 are for sale at $12.00 per bag, and we have 3 delicious flavours; 

Traditional
Double Chocolate
White Chocolate and Raspberry

Please help us fundraise for our school by selling to your colleagues, friends & family!

ORDERS NEED TO BE IN BY: Friday 21st March 2025
DELIVERY is scheduled for Monday 7th April - pick up from Redwood School Staff Room at 3pm or
will be sent home with your child.
Payment is to be made to the Redwood School bank account: ASB 12-3140-0316668-02
Please include your child's name, class room number and the word 'Easter' as references. Or visit
Bernie in the office to pay by cash or EFTPOS.  

https://forms.gle/6nY7UXByLzbCUAPP7 - link to purchase Hot Cross Buns

If you’d like to join the PFG team, please contact Anna Gandy at pfg@redwood.school.nz

Leila Mason-Atoni

https://forms.gle/6nY7UXByLzbCUAPP7
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Community News

Rōpū Whānau
At our hui this week we discussed the whole school karakia that all classes are learning at the
moment. If you’d like to learn it at home, here is a copy of the text and here is a copy of the video
link to help with the pronunciation:

https://youtu.be/UlmoVFLqDQ4?si=t2vtslbI8jMkNbld

https://youtu.be/UlmoVFLqDQ4?si=t2vtslbI8jMkNbld

