
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7
Fiona Boag - New Entrants - Room 6

 Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4

Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Cassie George - Y2/3 - Room 2 
Danielle Smith - Y2/3 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y2/3 - Room 9 

Melanie Goonan - Y2/3 - Room 10
 

Kererū Syndicate 
Caitlin Arlidge (Syndicate Leader) -

Y5/6 - Room 14 
Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15 

Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 16 
Anna Truesdale - Y5/6 - Room 17 
Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18 

Kelsey Moore - Y4/5 - Room 19 
Matoia Record - Y4 - Room 20

Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
 Nic Webb - Science Release Teacher

Carmel Wilson - SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher

Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

We have a busy couple of weeks ahead of us. Today, we should have had
our Titahi Bay Sports Exchange, but unfortunately the weather just didn’t
work out, and we have now squeezed a postponement date into the final
week of the term to add to an already busy week. Some of the things we
have coming up before the end of term are:

Life Education
Curriculum Insights and Progress Study team here for Year 3 and 6
students
Onesie Day - 12  Septemberth

Te wiki o te reo Māori (Week 10) - events all week, including our
Waiata Wero on Friday afternoon
Year 4-6 Athletics
Open Afternoon

This all should mean that everyone is nicely exhausted for the holidays.

There is some fascinating learning happening at the moment, right across
the school. I’ve been super impressed with the quality of writing being
produced, and the enthusiasm being shown by our students for writing
narratives. Students always get really engaged with the idea of coming
up with elaborate stories and interesting characters. Talking to one of
our Year 3 students earlier this week, he was telling me about his idea of
a story about a lonely bit of paper stuck inside a photocopier, who was
excited to be drawn on but sad to be discarded. 
Stories are such a powerful tool for communication and expressing
yourself, and also a way of explaining and exploring your ideas about
the world. This really hit home at a recent KETE Strategic Leadership
group meeting I attended, as Robert McClean shared stories about the
local waterways, connected them to Ngāti Toa, and made a poignant
case for supporting the restoration of the streams and awa that flow into
Porirua Harbour. Stories are powerful! KETE (Kids Enhancing Tawa
Ecosystems) is a fantastic partnership between the Tawa Schools,
Wellington City Council and Ngāti Toa. Our students often get to
participate in water testing and riparian planting to support the
restoration of the Porirua awa and the rejuvenation of the Porirua
Harbour. It has been great to see our young KETE leaders step up and
present to the Tawa Community Board, as well as in school hui. Student
leadership at Rewdood School comes in many forms: Rōpū Whānau
Captain, Sports leader, PALs, Librarian, Enviro Leader - it’s so good to
give our young people the opportunity to step into leadership roles.
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Dates for your diary 

Term 3 Week 9 - 
Life Education here

Monday 8 September - 
CIPS team on site

Friday 12 September -
Onesie Day

Term 3 Week 10 - 
Te wiki o te reo Māori

Monday 15 September - 
Athletics Day

Tuesday 16 September - 
Titahi Bay Exchange

Thursday 18 September - 
Open Afternoon

Friday 19 September - 
Hui a kura

Friday 19 September - 
Waiata Wero 2pm

Friday 19 September - 
Last Day of Term 3

Monday 6 October - 
First day of Term 4

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 

A huge thank you for supporting some of our initiatives here at Redwood
School. Recently, we have had many opportunities for community
involvement and support, and we are always blown away by how much
support we have. In the last couple of weeks our community has come
together at our Gardens Working Bee, and our Kapa Haka Korowai
Making Working Bee. We’ve also had our Scholastic Book Fair, where we
sold $7184.65 worth of books and stationery. For this we have 2514
Scholastic points to buy new books for the library. We hope you can also
come along to support the events we have coming up over the next
couple of weeks.

Kiwi Syndicate have been learning about weather as part of our Mana
Au Tūroa - The Power of the Earth unit. As part of our commitment to
engaging students with science we have purchased a digital weather
station, which we are going to install on the school grounds. This weather
station allows students to connect to it using digital devices to gain live
data and historical information about the weather Redwood School
experiences. As well as supporting science, we hope that this device is a
really authentic tool for gathering data and informing statistical
investigations, a critical part of the new Mathematics curriculum.
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal
zacmills@redwood.school.nz

Whilst science has been a consistent
theme in all classes across the year, one
place that is always immersed in science
is The Pūtaio L.A.B. This classroom is where
our science specialist, Nic Webb, works
when she isn’t releasing teachers. The
L.A.B stands for Learn - Ask - Build, and is
a palce where we ask students to Look at
the world around them, Ask Questions,
and Build their understanding through
doing. As well as days and lessons spent
in the L.A.B it is also open some lunchtimes
for students to explore science and use
the technology such as our Sphero robots
and new 3D printer.

With the return of some of the wet and inclement weather recently we
have noticed a deterioration in the parking behaviour of some
individuals connected to the school community. We appreciate that
Redwood Avenue is extremely busy around the 3:00 pick up time, and
spaces are limited, but can I please remind everyone not to park across
our neighbours' driveways, on the dotted yellow lines, in the bus stop and
on the pavement. A friendly reminder too that, whilst we don’t have any
control over Redwood Park’s car park, we do want to encourage safe
and sensible parking in there at all times., and this includes entering and
exiting the car park.  Finally, a friendly reminder that our disable parking
spaces by the school office are for people with mobility issues and are
not for general use. Your assistance and courtesy with these issues is
appreciated.
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Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 

Don’t forget to vote in the School Board upcoming elections.

Welcome  to Redwood School 
Aarit Pandey

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

Kids Art Work Sale
This is coming up soon in Term 3. Each child (if they attended school while the art was being
produced) has created a beautiful picture which can be transformed into calendars, cards, diaries,
mouse mats, and sketch pads. These make fantastic keepsakes and perfect Christmas presents to
share with family. 
Once we have finished processing all the art we will share a post allowing you to purchase these.

NW Club Card
Redwood School has teamed up with New World Tawa for a unique fundraising opportunity.
Every time you shop at New World Tawa and scan you Clubcard Redwood School will receive 1%* of
the total spend. (*Terms & conditions apply).
This is a great opportunity to raise extra money through the support of families, friends & relatives
who shop at New World Tawa.
All you need to do is register your NW Clubcard with Bernie at the school - We will also have PFG
members outside the office who are able to collect your card details next week at 3pm (weather
dependent). Then all you need to do is shop at New World Tawa and Redwood School will start
earning. You will continue to receive all the existing New World benefits such as Clubcard Rewards,
Flybuys, Airpoints etc.
Even if you only shop occasionally at New World Tawa it is still worthwhile to us to have you sign up
as there is no minimum spend required.
If you don't pick your child up from school and wish to sign up please give the school office a call on
04 2327704 or email your Clubcard name and number to office@redwood.school.nz
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Community News 
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