
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 1 

Melanie Goonan - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 

Karen Dessoulavy / Phillippa Brosnahan
- NE - Room 8

Kate Collins -Y2 - Room 2 
Michelle Morpeth - Y 1/2 - Room 3

(Syndicate Leader) 

Pūkeko Syndicate 
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 12 

Amy Tinker - Y3 - Room 13
Cassie George - Y3 - Room 18 
Anna Truesdale - Y4 - Room 19

(Syndicate Leader) 
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

 
Kererū Syndicate 

Caitlin Arlidge (Syndicate Leader)/
Emma Ashington - Y5/6 - Room 14 
Carmel Wilson - Y5/6 - Room 15 
Donna Glenn - Y5/6 - Room 16 

Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 17 
 

Emma Ashington - SENCO
 

Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

We have reached the end of Term 3, and what a busy past few
weeks we’ve had. In Week 8 of the term we had our Term 3 Open
Day. We began this with powerful performances by our Kapa
Haka Performance Groups, which also helped to kick off our Te
Wiki o Te Reo Māori celebrations. We hope that you found the
time hearing from your students about their learning beneficial
and insightful. Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori was a fantastic celebration
of Te Reo Māori, with a range of activities and events across the
week. It was wonderful to hear so much reo being used across the
school, adhering to the the Ake Ake Ake theme of this year’s Te
Wiki o Te Reo Māori that this is a ‘forever language’. This week
we’ve also had Tawa Goes To Town and our Titahi Bay Sports
Exchange celebrating our commitment to the Arts and sports as
being fantastic ways for students to express themselves, make
connections with others, and have fun.

I was so impressed with our Tawa Goes To Town participants, who
really looked like they were enjoying themselves up on stage. We
are one of only a couple of schools in Tawa who insist that their
eligible students participate, as we believe the opportunity to
experience performing on stage at the Michael Fowler Centre is
one not to be missed. The opportunity to perform with a real live
band is also a unique experience for many of our students.
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Dates for your diary 

Friday 27th September - Term 3 ends
Monday 14th October - Term 4 begins
Tuesday 22nd October - Tawa Zone

athletics
Tuesday 22nd October - BoT Meeting 
Friday 25th October - Staff Only Day
Monday 28th October - Labour Day

Tuesday 29th October - New Entrant /
Year 6 photos

Wednesday 30th October PFG Meeting

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 

This was our second Titahi Bay Sports exchange and the weather
turned it on for an awesome day of sport. Whilst it is all about
participation, there were some very competitive games across
netball, basketball, rippa rugby, football and floorball. One of the
highlights of the day for me was seeing some Redwood students
and Titahi Bay students who were on a break between their
games having an equally competitive game of handball in the
playground, showing that it was not just about the official sports
but making connections and having fun too!
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal
zacmills@redwood.school.nz

Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori was bigger and better than ever at
Redwood School this year. We had some amazing events across
the week with ākonga leading daily karakia over our PA system
each morning, a  rōpū whānau ‘waiata off’, whole school haka,
daily lunchtime activities, and Te Reo Māori activities across the
school. Māori culture is one thing that makes Aotearoa New
Zealand unique, with the language being essential to this culture
and Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori is a great opportunity to celebrate
this.

Today, we farewelled Emma Ashington, who is off to join
Mahinawa Specialist School. Emma has worked at Redwood
School for just over 5 years, initially joining us as a New Entrant
Roll Growth teacher in 2019. During her time here, Emma has
worked in every single syndicate and has for the last couple of
years been our school SENCo. This is a roll that we receive no
official funding for, and as a result Emma has had to be flexible in
fulfilling many other roles to be able to coordinate and support
our students with additional needs who now encompass over a 1/4
of our entire school roll. The programmes and systems she has set
up are a testament to her knowledge and understanding of the
wide range of needs embraced by Special Needs Education. Our
loss is Mahinawa’s gain and we wish her well in her new role.
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Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 22nd October.

Welcome to Redwood School
Bentley Rule
Samvit Adhau

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

Today is our last day for ordering Kids Art Works (Calendar Art). All the details are on our PFG
Facebook page or are here:

To place your order online, simply follow these steps:
1. Visit www.kidsartworks.com
2. Enter the Entrance Code: KZ2020
3. Input your child's room & name when prompted.
These will be coming home early in Term 4. We’ll let you know through HERO and Facebook when
they have arrived.
In Term 4 we have 2 upcoming fundraisers:

A wine fundraiser
Student dicso in early December
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Community Notices

http://www.kidsartworks.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1oQyhFiP6oE5eryxXSY2T2tcamyX2tdc7BDhwK-RPulhsRqGVHm7g_mjs_aem_9pNVoZYbd36AktZ8qU9Byg
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Sadly, earlier this week a Redwood School family had a most unfortunate house fire. As well as
significant damage to the garage, kitchen and a bedroom there is smoke damage to the entire
house and all their belongings. This multi generational family also lost 2 much loved puppies

in the blaze. There is a Give A Little page that has been set up to support the family, and
anything you can donate would be extremely well received.

Give A Little - Fire Destroys Family

Island Bay Counsellor
Ngarini O’Kell runs a private practice in Island Bay. She has over 11 years experience as a

counsellor working with families and individuals. Currently, she has no wait list! If your child or
family need counselling support, please contact Ngarini on 0800 451 520 ext.57

Psychology Today Bio

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/fire-destroys-family?ref=home&ref_code=donation_feed
https://www.psychologytoday.com/nz/counselling/island-bay-counsellor-wellington-wg/1314443

