
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7
Fiona Boag - New Entrants - Room 6

 Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4

Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Cassie George - Y2/3 - Room 2 
Danielle Smith - Y2/3 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y2/3 - Room 9 

Melanie Goonan - Y2/3 - Room 10
 

Kererū Syndicate 
Caitlin Arlidge (Syndicate Leader) -

Y5/6 - Room 14 
Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15 

Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 16 
Anna Truesdale - Y5/6 - Room 17 
Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18 

Kelsey Moore - Y4/5 - Room 19 
Matoia Record - Y4 - Room 20

Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
 Nic Webb - Science Release Teacher

Carmel Wilson - SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher

Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

It’s been another busy couple of weeks at Redwood School.

Last Sunday we held our PFG Quiz at the Sprig and Fern. This annual
event didn’t happen last year due to the remediation work on the hall
and, sadly, continuing challenges with aspects of the state of the hall
meant that we made the decision to hold this year’s quiz off site. The
size of the venue meant that the quiz was a little smaller than usual,
but our teams made up for that with their enthusiasm and collective
brain power. Despite a cold night outside, the competition inside was
hot, and a good time was had by all. A massive thank you to everyone
who came and supported us on the night. Through the quiz and our
raffles, the PFG managed to raise $4156, which will go towards our
new playground refurbishment. A huge thank you to Harcourts for
their sponsorship and Yeah Nah quizzes for organising the quiz and
quizmaster, especially tweaking the quiz to accommodate limitations
with technology. Finally, a massive thank you to our PFG team,
especially Anna Gandy, for all their work in putting the quiz night
together and their dedication in sellling raffle tickets.

The following night, the school hosted Kathryn Berkett who is a
neuroscience researcher and educator. Kathryn’s presentation
focused on how the brain develops in children and what we, as
parents and educators, can do to support our young people to be
more resilient and able to cope with challenges. Kathryn’s parent
presentation followed a session with staff where we looked at some
important things we can do to support our learners at school. Many of
the things that we have a focus on at Redwood School such as hands-
on learning, the Zones of Regulation, a broad curriculum, and regular
opportunities for outside physical breaks are all grounded in
neuroscience. It was great to hear Kathryn validate some of our
decisions about how we approach teaching and learning that are
grounded in the research and professional learning we have done
over the past few years. There are some amazing resources on
Kathryn’s website: as a parent some of her tips have really helped me
negotiate the teenage years!
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Dates for your diary 

Monday 11 August - 
Maths Week begins

Saturday 16 August - 
School Garden Working Bee

Wednesday 20 August -
PFG Meeting

Friday 22 August - 
Staff Only Day

Wednesday 27 August - 
Scholastic Book Fair begins

Friday 29 August -
PFG Bacon Sandwich lunch

Friday 5 September - 
Titahi Bay Exchange

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 

Yesterday, Redwood School took part in the Times Tables Rock Stars
‘North Island Rocks’ event. Times Tables Rock Stars is an online platform
we use to support the acquisition and practice of multiplication and
division facts. Yesterday, they held a 30 minute North Island event to
promote and champion Basic Facts acquisition. Many of our Kererū and
some of our Kiwi classes participated. We were 19  out of 156 schools in
total points - we answered 62,690 times tables questions correctly in the
30 minute window. Congratulations to Rooms 16 and 17 who were in the
top 100 classes out of 530 classes participating. A particular shout-out to
Zenè from Room 15, who was in the top 200 students in the North Island.
Next week is New Zealand Maths Week, and there are more Time Tables
Rock Stars competitions for our students to participate in. Students can
also use this great resource as part of their Home Learning programme
and practice.

th

Yesterday, I sent out a notice regarding Cohort Entry Consultation.
Cohort Entry essentially means that we have 8 start dates during the
school year approximately day 1 of Week 1 and Week 6 of each term
(these dates are coordinated by the MoE) rather than students gradually
starting as soon as they turn 5. The idea is that by starting together,
students and whānau can build relationships with others starting on the
same day and that it is less disruptive for our Reception / Year 1 / New
Entrant classes. One thing this may change is the classification of
students as Year 1 or New Entrants. The Ministry still sees all students who
start before July 1 as Year 1 students. At Redwood we have, for the past
few years, reclassified students who turn 5 between 1 May and 1 July as
New Entrants to give them additional time in the Junior School. It is likely
that with the introduction of Cohort Entry we would say that students
starting during Term 1 and on the first entry point of Term 2 are classified
as Year 1, whilst all other entry points would be classified as New
Entrants. The Board, myself, and our Junior team strongly feel that Cohort
Entry has benefits for students and whānau, as well as the school.
Consultation lasts until September 1 and you can provide feedback by
following this link.

Since my last newsletter there have been more Minister of Education
announcements regarding proposed changes within the education
sector. In the most recent case, NCEA. Whilst not working in the area this
mostly impacts, I do have recent experience as a parent of someone who
completed NCEA Level 3 last year, another student in Year 11 and one
about to embark on college life next year. Whilst not a perfect system,
my experience does not match with a lot of the rhetoric being offered as
a rationale. I would encourage you to give feedback via the Ministry of
Education consultation survey. This would be another significant change
to New Zealand education at a time when there is constant change.
With this backdrop, unions have been very disappointed to receive a 1%
offer from the Ministry. All teachers, support staff, and principals will be
attending Paid Union Meetings in the coming weeks. Fortunately, the one
in our region coincides with our Staff Only Day on Friday 22  August!nd
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal

zacmills@redwood.school.nz
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Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 

At our most recent BoT meeting we discussed:
Cohort Entry
Board elections
2026 Term dates

Welcome  to Redwood School 
Benjamin Fair             Radhesh Bhatt

Lachie Hindin             Ceili Evans

Zara Young
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PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

Thank you so much to all our sponsors and supporters who made out PFG Quiz so successful. We’d
particularly like to acknowledge Harcourts Tawa and Yeah Nah! quizzes. A big thank you too for all
the generous donations and contributions to our raffle hampers. We raised $4156 in total!

Coming up later in Term 3 we have our roti sales - please look out for further information.

Community News

The Neurodiversity in Education Project is a resource
we are using at Redwood to make our school more
neuroinclusive. It has great resources for parents and
learners too. Click here for the link.

Out of Zone Ballots for 2026
Budget considerations for 2026
The impact of the disestablishment of Kāhui Ako

https://www.neurodiversity.org.nz/

