
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 1 

Melanie Goonan - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 

Karen Dessoulavy / Phillippa Brosnahan
- NE - Room 8

Kate Collins -Y2 - Room 2 
Michelle Morpeth - Y 1/2 - Room 3

(Syndicate Leader) 

Pūkeko Syndicate 
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 12 

Amy Tinker - Y3 - Room 13
Cassie George - Y3 - Room 18 
Anna Truesdale - Y4 - Room 19

(Syndicate Leader) 
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

 
Kererū Syndicate 

Rachel Gargan (Syndicate Leader)/
Emma Ashington - Y5/6 - Room 14 
Carmel Wilson - Y5/6 - Room 15 
Donna Glenn - Y5/6 - Room 16 

Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 17 
 

Emma Ashington - SENCO
 

Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

Welcome back to Term 3. A slightly later addition of our
newsletter, so that I had time to address the Prime Minister’s
announcement about Mathematics, which I will discuss later.

Term 3 has, mostly, begun well. Classes are settled, back into their
routines and learning. It was great to catch up with you all at the
end of last term at our Parent / Teacher Conferences and those
discussions have been great at informing learning programmes for
individual students in classes. We’ve also started our New Entrant
class in Room 8, due to our ongoing property work.  A big thank
you to Karen and Phillippa for making the space as conducive for
learning as they have.

As you will have seen, our property work has begun in earnest. We
are about a third of the way through our fencing work, but
progress on this has been a bit slow. Our weathertightness work
has been a bit mixed, with work on the hall grinding to a halt due
to unforeseen circumstances that have emerged since Room 11
was demolished, whilst the work on Rooms 12 and 13 progresses
well. Sadly, our work on the modernisation of Rooms 4 & 5 has
been paused indefinitely due to the building company going into
liquidation. This took myself, the architect, and the project
manager completely by surprise, as well as the team working on
site. We now have to go through a process with the liquidators
before we can appoint new contractors, which is definitely going
to throw out our timelines for this project. It is very frustrating for
everyone concerned, but sadly is quite reflective of the challenges
in the building industry at the current time. I will endeavour to
continue to keep you updated as we continue with our building
work.
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Dates for your diary 

Friday 9th August - Hui-a-kura
Term 3 Week 4 - Maths Week

Friday 23rd August - Staff Only Day
Monday 26th August - Whole School
Athletics Day (ppt. Wednesday 28th

August)
Tuesday 27th & Thursday 29th August -

Cricket skills day

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 

Hot on the heels of the Minister’s announcement about assessment
has come news about the fast-forwarding of implementation of
the news Maths curriculum. Announcements over the weekend have
brought forward implementation of the new Maths curriculum from
the proposed date of 2026 to the beginning of next year. This will
be in conjunction with the implementation of the new English
curriculum, including the mandated Structured Literacy approach
from the beginning of next year as well. Whilst Structured Literacy
has had quite a clear definition of its components for a
reasonably long time, there is currently no clear definition of what
Structured Mathematics is. As educators, we are yet to see what
the components of either of these curriculums look like, and in a
recent conversation with ERO, who have been working on quality
assurance of these two curriculums, neither is ready to go yet.
Therefore, I look forward to see what is sent to me next week!
What you would have noticed as parents of a child at Redwood
School is a renewed focus on number knowledge such as basic
facts. Our Basic Facts progression is a tool we use to encourage
students to learn their basic facts and key number knowledge.
Truly knowing these key facts reduces the cognitive load for
learners when tackling problems and equations. It is impossible to
work out what 315 x 3 is if you don’t know what 5 x 3 is. Whilst
there are opportunities to practise basic facts in class, we know
that the more a students practises something the stronger their
recall becomes. This is one of the reasons we have reintroduced
Home Learning, including Basic Facts practise this year. With some
of the changes we have been making to our learning programmes
in English and Mathematics over the last couple of years, and the
work we have done to understand some of the aspects of the
Science of Learning, we feel that we are in a good place to
adapt to whatever the new curriculum changes are.

If you are a Kererū parent, you will no doubt be aware of two
upcoming events in Week 10 of this term: Tawa Goes To Town and
The Titahi Bay Exchange. Please keep an eye out for further
communication about these two exciting dates in our calendar.
Tickets for Tawa Goes To Town will be in short supply when they
are finally released.

Finally, a big thank you to all those people who continue to pay
their school donations. Your support is hugely appreciated.
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal
zacmills@redwood.school.nz
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Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 
We’re disappointed with the delays in our building work.
We’re pleased to have had a successful review of all our systems and processes, and application of
our legal obligations by ERO.
A welcome back from maternity leave to Caitlin Arlidge and also a welcome back to Nic Webb on
her return from her science educator leadership course with the Royal Society.

Welcome to Redwood School
Boston Lock
Tailoto Faauga
Jackson Le
Theodore Madar-Rose
Caitlin Botha
Chloe Botha

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

We’re waiting to hear an update on the hall before confirming whether our annual Mid Winter
Quiz can go ahead.

We’re pleased to announce that we have received a $30,000 grant from the Pelorus Trust to help
us with our Playground renewal.

We’ve also received a strong design for the first stage of Playground Replacement (see below).
feel free to email Zac with any feedback: zacmills@redwood.school.nz
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Toby Guild
Xavier Milner
Troeung Sovanreach
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Community Notices


