
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7

 Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4

Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Cassie George - Y2/3 - Room 2 
Danielle Smith - Y2/3 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y2/3 - Room 9 

Melanie Goonan - Y2/3 - Room 10
 

Kererū Syndicate 
Caitlin Arlidge (Syndicate Leader) -

Y5/6 - Room 14 
Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15 

Erin Baker - Y5/6 - Room 16 
Anna Truesdale - Y5/6 - Room 17 
Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18 

Kelsey Moore - Y4/5 - Room 19 
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Donna Glenn - Senior Literacy Support
 Nic Webb - Science Release Teacher

Carmel Wilson - SENCo
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher

Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

What a great couple of weeks for events at our school.

We managed to go ahead with our rescheduled Mihi Whakatau and it
was awesome to see our rangatahi stepping up into leadership roles
within this process. Although the issues with the hall that led to to the
rescheduling are far from remedied, we are in the process of developing
some great plans to remediate the windows, roof, and ceiling, which will
also allow us to renovate the kitchen and reseal the floor in the
subsequent months. Although these plans often take time to turn into
reality I am hopeful that the hall will be largely refurbished by the end of
the year.

Last week we had our Science whānau evening. Whilst I was,
unfortunately, unable to attend I heard nothing but positive comments
from staff, students, and parents about the evening. It was also
thoroughly enjoyed by the outside facilitators who helped out on the
evening. The Wellington Astronomical Society had a great time, as
showcased by this post on Facebook. A massive thanks to Nic Webb for
coordinating this event. This followed on from the Tawa Kāhui Ako
Science evening the previous night at Tawa College. At Redwood School
we are really passionate about connecting students with science, and I
have received really positive feedback about the science experiences
students are receiving in ‘The Putaio LAB’ with Nic Webb. It is also great
to see a commitment to hands-on resources to support science teaching
in Years 1-8 in yesterday’s budget to support the new Science curriculum
due out later this year.

This week we have had our annual Book Week. A huge thanks to Jan,
Carmel, and the rest of the library team for all their hard work in making
this a great success. Over the course of the week there have been some
awesome experiences for our learners, including visiting authors and
illustrators Sacha Cotta and Josh Morgan, the Storylines show, daily
lunchtime library activities, our Friday dress up day, and Rōpū Whānau
House event. A big thanks to the PFG for supporting with a sausage sizzle
and ice block sales as well. We hope that students have been inspired to
‘Dive into reading - Ruku Ki Te Panui!’

Pānui 7 May 23 2025

NEWSLETTER
Rākau Pai, Hua Pai

Roll: 321 | Term 2 | Week 4

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

mailto:office@redwood.school.nz
mailto:office@redwood.school.nz
mailto:accounts@redwood.school.nz
mailto:accounts@redwood.school.nz
http://www.redwood.school.nz/
http://www.redwood.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/RedwoodSchoolTawa
mailto:pfg@redwood.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DPh5u8MpV/


Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 27th May - 
New Curriculum Information evening

Friday 30 May - 
Staff Only Day

Monday 2 June - 
King’s Birthday

Tuesday 3 June & Wednesday 4 June -
Takapū Planting
Friday 6 June -

Kererū Ancient Civilisations Day
Friday 6 June -

Hui a Kura
Tuesday 10 June - 

Takapū Planting
Tuesday 10 June - 

Interzone Cross-Country

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal

zacmills@redwood.school.nz

Also this week, we had our Rōpū Whānau Hui. Our Rōpū Whānau is for
families of our tamariki who identify as Māori. This is an opportunity to
korero and connect, and support us as a place where our tamariki Māori
can thrive. Our Māori whānau encompass a wide range of iwi, including
pakeha, and range in their connectedness to Māoridom and ability to
use te reo Māori. What we all have in common is a desire to see our
Māori students thrive and for all students to learn and understand what it
means to live in a bi-cultural nation. At last night’s hui we discussed the
work all students have been doing on their visual pepeha with Jo
Montague, our upcoming plans to celebrate Matariki, and some future
plan for Te Wiki O Te Reo Māori. Our huis take place every term in Week
5. We’d love to see you at the next one.

In my last newsletter I talked about the challenges schools are facing in
terms of Learning Support. I apologise if some of my comments inferred
that I did not want students with additional needs at Redwood School.
That was far from my intent. What I was advocating for was a system that
helped schools to properly support students with additional needs, so
that they can thrive and learn. I highlighted the NZEI campaign for this,
and it was pleasing to see many announcements in yesterday’s budget
focussed on addressing the concerns the education system has been
raising about Learning Support. Whilst it is too early to say how these  
will directly impact Redwood School, commitments to increase teacher
aide funding, the promise of an increase in the availability of ORS
funding, greater resourcing of the Early Intervention services to support
transition from Early Childhood to school, and a commitment to increase
the number of specialists working with the system are encouraging. The
promise that all schools will have access to a Learning Support
Coordinator (LSC) by  the end of 2028 is also a positive, although
drawn-out, step. 

Also in yesterday’s budget announcement were commitments around
curriculum support, particularly in Maths, Literacy, and Science. As we are
currently unpacking these new curriculum documents, with Science to
come later in the year, it is important that we support students struggling
to meet the new expectations. We hope that you can attend Tuesday’s
New Curriculum Information evening to find out a bit more about the new
Maths and English curriculum documents.

Finally, I would like to publicly thank Rachel and the rest of the
leadership team, as well as the admin team for steering the ship whilst I
was away last week. I was very fortunate to be able to participate in the
bi-annual Trans Tasman Master Hockey Challenge, representing the
Over 50s New Zealand Team. Being able to walk out to the National
Anthem wearing the Silver Fern was a huge honour and privilege.
Although results didn’t necessarily go our way, it was an amazing
experience and one I will never forget.
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Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 

We discussed:
Remediation of the school hall
Finances, including the playground upgrade
Upcoming BoT elections
Learning Support 
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Welcome to Redwood School
Elsa Merin Tomcy
Louie Ryan-McLay
Sophia Wong

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

Math-a-thon
Wow! Thank you for all your support with this. We have raised just over $8500 from this fundraiser,
which we will be directing towards the new playground. A huge thanks to Hell Pizza Porirua for their
support.

Book Week
Thanks to our sausage sizzle and ice block team of volunteers.
A big thank you to Tawa Books and Post for book week prizes and to New World tawa for donating
the bread for our sausage sizzle

Basketball Post
A big thank you to Ross and Joleene from KiwiScope for the installation of our new basketball /
netball post

If you’d like to join the PFG team, please contact Anna Gandy at pfg@redwood.school.nz
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