
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 
Vanessa Serci - Reception - Room 7

 Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Amy Tinker - Y1 - Room 4

Michelle Morpeth - Y 2/3 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Nic Webb - Y3 - Room 2 
Barry Clarke - Y2 - Room 1
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 9 

Melanie Goonan - Y2 - Room 10
 

Kererū Syndicate 
Caitlin Arlidge (Syndicate Leader) -

Y5/6 - Room 14 
Hazel Handley - Y5/6 - Room 15 

Lucy Smith - Y5/6 - Room 16 
Anna Truesdale - Y5/6 - Room 17 
Marlene Schweizer - Y4 - Room 18 

Colin Lambie - Y4/5 - Room 19 
Grace O’Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

Anna Young - Junior Literacy Support
Carmel Wilson - LSC / SENCo
Erin Baker - Release Teacher
Mark Kyne - Release Teacher

Jo Montague - Release Teacher
Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 
We’ve had a positive first full week back at school. Classes are really
settled, the getting-to-know-you activities have helped build
relationships, and regular learning programmes are already
beginning to shape up after the beginning-of-the-year assessments
have been completed. Today, we had our Mihi Whakatau to welcome
new students, staff and whānau to Redwood School. This is a great
opportunity for our new Kapa Haka leaders to step up into a
leadership space, and it has also been awesome to see our Whānau
Rōpū Kaiarahi (House Captains) out in the playground at lunchtimes
developing their leadership skills as well. With our slightly smaller roll,
and small class sizes, it feels like there is lots of space for students to
play and explore at break times, and it is contributing to a very calm
start to the year. Long may that continue!

Our Staff Only Days at the beginning of the year are always a good
reminder that our staff are learners too. Much of the work we did
across the two days was about staff reflecting on their practice and
the systems we have at school to make sure we are improving and
getting better at supporting our student learners. Two things we
focused on over the two Staff Only Days were our RED Values and our
Learner Outcomes. Whilst these are not part of the New Zealand
Curriculum, they are very much a part of our Redwood School Local
Curriculum and are about supporting our students to develop
dispositions for learning and life. It was a great reminder for
everyone that knowledge and key skills such as reading and writing,
whilst extremely important, are not our sole focus and that supporting
our learners to be awesome, confident humans is equally as
important. Over the course of the next few newsletters I will talk a
little more about our RED Values and Learner Outcomes so that all our
community understands where they have come from, why they’re
important, and how we support them at Redwood School.
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Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 18  February  th

Meet the Teams evening
Friday 20  February th

Road Patroller refresher training
Tuesday 24  Februaryth

Year 3 & 4 Rippa Rugby
Wednesday 25  Februaryth

Year 5 & 6 Rippa Rugby
Monday 2  Marchnd

Movin’ March begins
Friday 6  Marchth

RED Day
Monday 16  - Wednesday 18  Marchth th

Year 5 & 6 Camp
Thursday 26  Marchth

Open Afternoon
Tuesday 31  Marchst

Whole School Cross Country
Thursday 2  Aprilnd

Last Day of Term 1

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team, please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 
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Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal
zacmills@redwood.school.nz

Our four Learner Outcomes are: 
Kiritau (Self Belief / Self Esteem) 
Auahatanga (Creativity) 
Whakamatemate (Curiosity)
Mahi Tahi (Collaboration) 

They were developed from community consultation during my first
year (2019) as principal at Redwood School. Our community
identified that that they wanted their learners to leave Redwood
School feeling good about themselves and confident in themselves as
learners and people. They also wanted them to feel creative in every
sense of the word, i.e., as an artist, performer, thinker, problem solver,
engineer or digital creator. They also wanted us to continue to
encourage their curiosity and to develop a thirst for knowledge and
experiences, not expecting to just be ‘told’ the answers to everything.
Finally, they wanted their learners to leave Redwood School being
able to work with others and not just be driven by self. At the time of
developing these Learner Outcomes, none of these things were
explicitly referenced in the New Zealand Curriculum (although
inferred), but we considered them to be too important to not be
consciously considered when designing learning experiences. These
are not outcomes to be assessed or tested but are a reminder to
teachers that learning experiences should be fostering a student’s
sense of success, mana, and self-belief, encouraging them to be
creative or curious, or developing their ability to work with others. As
these concepts are largely absent in the most recent curriculum
iterations, it is timely to remind ourselves as a staff that these are still
really important and transcend curriculum developments.

Next week, on Wednesday 18  February, we have our annual Meet
the Teams evening. You will be able to meet your child’s syndicate,
hear about the learning that is being focused on, and also have an
opportunity to visit your child’s class. Kiwi Syndicate will be presenting
in the hall from 6:00 - 6:30, with Kererū Syndicate following from
6:30 - 7:00. You will be able to visit the Kererū (Year 4-6) classrooms
between 6:00 and 6:30. Kiwi (Year 1 - 3) classrooms will be able to
be visited from 6:30 - 7:00. This is a great opportunity to make a
connection to your child’s syndicate and teacher. We hope to see you
there.

th
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Meet The Team
Each week this term I’m going to be introducing members of the Redwood team, so that you get to
know them a bit better. This week we have one of our new members of the teaching team, Barry
Clarke, our office superstar Bernie, and one of our returning teachers, Grace O’Rourke.

Name: Barry Clarke
Role at Redwood: Year 2 classroom teacher
Length of time connected to the school: As a parent since 2019
Some things I do when not at school: I like to go fishing on my boat, watch
rugby, play football, work in my garden and complete DIY projects. 
Favourite colour: Duck egg
Favourite food: Tabbouleh and fried chicken
Hopes for 2026: For Crystal Palace to not get relegated, for the Otago
Highlanders to make the Super rugby finals, to not get injured playing
football, to get out on my boat more often, to have a great year of teaching
and learning in Room 1!

Name: Bernie Woodgate
Role at Redwood: Office Manager
Length of time connected to the school: 20 years - 10 as parent & 10 as staff
Some things you do when not at school: Walking, reading, baking, watching
sport
Favourite colour: Pink
Favourite food: Chocolate
Hope for 2026: We finish renovating our house

Name: Grace O’Rourke
Role at Redwood: Room 20 (Year 4) tecaher and PE / Sports Lead
Length of time connected to the school: I started at Redwood School in 2021 teacher in the New
Entrants Class. I have taught New Entrants, Year 3 and Year 4 tamariki. I am connected to
Redwood School as both a teacher and a parent.
Some things you do when not at school: In my spare time I love spending time with my large
extended family, cheering on my children’s sport and relaxing with a good glass of wine.
Favourite colour: blue
Favourite food: A good burger
Hope for 2026: For the Warriors to make the top 8. Up the Wahs!!
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Welcome  to Redwood School 
Athena Aguila

Kian Bocock

Dhyanvi Kansara

Hinga Kingi

Riyaan Mesuria

Maizel Patel

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

NW Club Card
Redwood School has teamed up with New World Tawa for a unique fundraising opportunity.
Every time you shop at New World Tawa and scan you Clubcard Redwood School will receive 1%* of
the total spend. (*Terms & conditions apply).
This is a great opportunity to raise extra money through the support of families, friends & relatives
who shop at New World Tawa.
All you need to do is register your NW Clubcard with Bernie at the school - We will also have PFG
members outside the office who are able to collect your card details next week at 3pm (weather
dependent). Then all you need to do is shop at New World Tawa and Redwood School will start
earning. You will continue to receive all the existing New World benefits such as Clubcard Rewards,
Flybuys, Airpoints etc.
Even if you only shop occasionally at New World Tawa it is still worthwhile to us to have you sign up
as there is no minimum spend required.
If you don't pick your child up from school and wish to sign up, please give the school office a call on
04 2327704 or email your Clubcard name and number to office@redwood.school.nz

Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees  
At our first meeting of the year we:

Appointed Kirsty Wallace as Presiding Member, with Alecia Salvador as her deputy
Approved the BoT Worksplan for the year
Approved the budget and Strategic Plan for 2026
Discussed the new Attendance requirment from the Ministry and Rewdood School’s Attendance
Management Plan
Discussed our 2026 Voluntary Donation amounts
Discussed upcoming property projects for 2026
Discussed Music Tutor provision at Redwood School

Sophia Williams

Arthur Wilson

Shashwat Jain

Emily Matheson

Hugh Matheson

Anisa Akter

mailto:office@redwood.school.nz
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Community News 

A huge thank you to
Craig Robertson from

Bespoke Wooden
Solutions for our

wonderful new picnic
tables on the top block
and outside Room 12.

Please be mindful of courteous parking and
driving outside the school. A reminder that the

speed limit around schools at pick up and drop-
off time is 30kmh. We will be getting signage

from the council to reiterate this in due course.
Manoeuvres such as U-turns and dropping

students off whilst waiting at the crossing are
not safe.


