
Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Kiwi Syndicate 

Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 1 
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 
Kate Collins -Y2 - Room 2 

Michelle Morpeth - Y 1/2 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader) 

Pūkeko Syndicate 
Diane Young - Y3 - Room 12 

Amy Tinker - Y3 - Room 13
Cassie George - Y3 - Room 18 
Anna Truesdale - Y4 - Room 19

(Syndicate Leader) 
Grace O'Rourke - Y4 - Room 20

 
Kererū Syndicate 

Rachel Gargan (Syndicate Leader)/
Emma Ashington - Y5/6 - Room 14 
Carmel Wilson - Y5/6 - Room 15 
Donna Glenn - Y5/6 - Room 16 

Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 17 
 

Emma Ashington - SENCO
 

Rachel Gargan - Deputy Principal 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

We’re well into Term 2 now, and it has been awesome to see the
students take up from where they left at the end of Term 1;
focussed and engaged in their learning. It is heartening to see the
focus we have had on our Culture of Learning paying dividends.
Thank you for your support and the role you play in supporting our
learners.

As ever, there are plenty of things going on at Redwood School.
This week we’ve had our school photos. Our photographers, who
we’ve used for many years, were highly complimentary of how well
the students behaved and organised themselves. Next week,
Pūkeko Syndicate begin their ‘Tawa Tours’ as part of their Ko Tawa
E! InSTEAD project. We also have students from Years 4-6
attending the Tawa Zone Cross Country. There are some amazing
runners in this cohort, so we hope the weather is fine and everyone
enjoys the chance to showcase their running skills. We also have
our Hui a kura - School Assembly on Friday. Whānau are most
welcome to attend. It usually starts at 9:15. Also next week, we
have our school Board of Trustees meeting on Tuesday and the
Kāhui Ako Primary Science night at the college.

The following week (Week 4) we have our World Famous in Tawa
Book Week. There will be lots of activities and events during the
week, including:

Tuesday 21st - visiting author, Gillian Candler
Wednesday 22nd - Storylines show 
Friday 24th - Dress Up day

A big thank you in advance to the amazing library team for all
their hard work in putting on this event.
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Dates for your diary 

Tawa Cross Country - Tuesday 14th May
/ Ppt Thursday 16th May

BoT Meeting - Tuesday 14th May
Taw College Science night -

Wednesday 15th May
Book Week - Term 2 Week 4

Enviro Group Planting trip - Monday
27th May

Staff Only Day - School closed - Friday
31st May

King’s Birthday - School closed -
Monday 3 June

School Bank Account

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 

PFG

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Anna Gandy: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & Complaints

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 

You will all, no doubt, have seen that education is very much front
of centre in the media as the government have made a series of
announcements regarding teaching and learning, attendance,
and lunches in schools. 
Whilst we are not a school who qualifies for  the School Lunch
programme, we are fortunate to have the support of the Take 10
charity in providing fruit, bread, cheese, spread and other items
that we support our students with if their lunchboxes are looking a
little light. 
On the whole our attendance is not too bad compared to other
schools, but we still sit at 25% of our students not meeting the 90%
attendance that the MOE constitutes as regular attendance. A
large factor in this is overseas holidays or long weekends away.
We expected this number to climb as seasonal illness kick in with
the change of temperature. 
The big announcement from last week was regarding the
mandating of Structured Literacy as the teaching methodology for
teaching literacy for Years 1-8. At Redwood, we have been
utilising Structured Literacy Approaches for the last 18 months in
our Junior School, building on the strong phonics programme
already in place. We are continuing to build on this in other
syndicates and are part of an RTLB Structured Literacy pilot, which
is primarily focussing on supporting the implementation of this
approach in Years 4-6. The Science of Learning pedagogy that
sits behind this directive has been something we have been
exploring and learning about for the last couple of years and We
feel well placed to adopt any directives from the Ministry in this
space. 

Term 2 is a term where we share information with you about your
child’s progress at school. This year this will be continuing to use
the HERO app to share learning information, as well as having
face to face Parent / Teacher Conferences. At the end of Week 4
you will get a post in your child’s Learner profile describing how
they have settled into school, such as : information about their
learning habits, friendships, attitude towards learning etc. much
like a general comment. Later in the term we will update students’
RED Values goals and provide learning levels in Reading, Writing
and Maths, prior to the Parent / Teacher Conferences in Week 10.
We hope you find all this information useful and informative about
how your child is doing at school.
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Ka Kite!

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal
zacmills@redwood.school.nz

mailto:pfg@redwood.school.nz
mailto:zacmills@redwood.school.nz


Welcome to Redwood School
Anugraha Anil
Jayansh Pallapu
Isabella Wheeler

Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 
BoT Meeting Tuesday 14th May 6pm Redwood School staffroom

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

We held our pizza party last week for the Batten Rōpu Whānau, as they were our colour run
fundraiser winners.    
A big thank you to Hell Pizza Porirua for supplying the delicious pizzas; they went down a treat!

We have updated our wishlist and would love your support. 
Specifically we would love some Resene paint to help paint our school benches. We can let you know
the colours we are after so they match our new beautiful rainbow fence! If you can help please get
in touch. 
We are also starting to create our raffle baskets for our Quiz night. If you are a local business and
would like to donate vouchers or goods we'd love to hear from you.

We have the following coming up in in Term 2 and 3
- Book Week Sausage sizzle (Friday 24th) 
- Year Group Tea Towels
- Centa Pies
- Quiz Night (August 17th)

Cheers,
Anna - PFG Chair

pfg@redwood.school.nz
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Bella Patterson Hawkins
Jeremiah Van Greuning
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Meet our Support Staff



Community Notices
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Grandparent Reading - The Bookworm Club

We are seeking grandparents or senior citizens to give their
time to come to school and listen to our Year 3-6 students
read to them. This will involve about an hour and a half of

their time a week, preferably in the afternoon but we can be
flexible with times and days. You will listen to three/four

students read for about half an hour each. To ensure we are
following our child protection guidelines, those interested will

need to be police vetted. 

If you have a family member, neighbour or wonderful friend
who would be interested in being part of The Bookworm
Club, please contact Donna Glenn, Room 16 Teacher and

Assistant Literacy Leader.

donnaglenn@redwood.school.nz
04 232 7704 
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