
Contact 
 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704

 Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 

Finance email:
accounts@redwood.school.nz 

Website: 
www.redwood.school.nz 

Facebook: 
@RedwoodSchoolTawa

PFG:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

 
Kiwi Syndicate 

Korrie Hodes - NE - Room 4 
Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 
Cassie Stewart -Y2 - Room 1 

Nic Webb - Y2 - Room 2 
Michelle Morpeth - Y 1/2 - Room 3

(Syndicate Leader) 
 

Pūkeko Syndicate 
Karen Dessoulavy - Y3 - Room 11 

Emma Ashington / Metua Parr - Y3 -
Room 12 

Grace O'Rourke - Y3 - Room 13
Rachel Gargan - Y4 - Room 14

(Syndicate Leader) 
Kim Perkins - Y4 - Room 15 

 
Kererū Syndicate 

Caitlin Roberts - Y5/6 - Room 16
(Syndicate Leader)

Michelle Kealey - Y5/6 - Room 17 
Carmel Wilson - Y4/5 - Room 18 
Donna Glenn - Y5/6 - Room 19 
Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 20 

 
Emma Ashington - SENCO

 
Claire Hughes - Deputy Principal 

 

Principal's Post
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau 

It is a very interesting time in education in New Zealand at the
moment. The New Zealand Curriculum is currently undergoing a
'refresh', which is essentially a complete rewrite, with 'refreshed'
curriculum areas being slowly released over the next 2 - 3 years.
Whilst this is happening in the background, there is a lot of media
attention about falling standards in Literacy and Numeracy, and a
big debate about approaches in the way these subjects should be
taught. An example of this being the focus on Structured Literacy
as a way of teaching Reading and Writing. Many of you will have
seen the Q and A interview with Jan Tinetti, Associate Minister for
Education. If you haven't, there is a link to it here. 

At Redwood we believe in having a balanced approach using a
variety of strategies, because we know that what works for one
child may not work for another. We aim to equip our teachers with
a range of tools and approaches that will enable them to teach
the needs of the students in front of them. Our Maths professional
learning that we are currently undertaking emphasises the
importance of a balanced 'maths diet'. By this we mean that
students are taught a good range of mathematical concepts such
as weight, measurement, statistics, geometry, as well as number.
Also, that there are a range of learning methods employed in
classrooms. These may be hands-on practical tasks using
equipment, problem solving, mathematical discussions, as well as
traditional explicit teaching and independent practise activities.
All of these methods can be reinforced through talking about
maths at home, observing the ways maths is used outside of school
such as baking or shopping, and through the practise and revision
of basic facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division). A
great home practice activity is family of facts e.g. 
4 x 2 = 8 and 2 x 4 = 8, 8 ÷ 2 = 4 and 8 ÷ 4 = 2 or,
6 + 3 = 9 and 3 +6 = 9, 9 - 6 = 3 and 9 - 3 = 6
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Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 7th September - Camp
Parent Information Evening 5:30pm
Term 3 Week 8 - Te wiki o te reo Māori
Tuesday 13th September - BOT Meeting
Term 3 Week 9 - Kererū Camp
Tuesday 27th September - Titahi Bay
Sports Exchange
Friday 30th September - Term 3 ends

School Bank Account
 

For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 
Please include your child’s name, their
room number and what the payment is

for. 
 
 

PFG
 

The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and support

our fundraising efforts. If you are
interested in joining the team please

contact Charlotte France: 
 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 
 
 

Compliments & Complaints
 

If at anytime you have a compliment or
a concern please do contact your child’s
teacher. Please appreciate that during
the school day they are busy teaching
and may not be able to respond to an

email. 
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy Principal

or myself are always available if the
concern cannot be be resolved or if the

compliment needs to be shared. 
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Whilst we are working hard to improve our understanding of
teaching and learning in Mathematics school-wide, we do have
some very talented mathematicians in school already. Redwood
sent two teams to the Mathswell competition on Wednesday. This
mathematics competition was held at Wellington College and
featured schools from across Wellington. Both teams did really
well, with one team coming second place in the plate competition
and another winning the overall competition. A big thank you to
Mark Kyne for coordinating, Rachel Gargan and Carmel Wilson
for attending on the night and the parents who were able to
support their students.

Although we have now entered Spring, there is still no guarantee of
fine dry weather. As I'm sure you can all testify too, Wellington's
winter has been the wettest on record. With all that rain brings
many challenges, especially at the end of the school day. Recently,
we have had a few incidents of our patrollers supervising the
Redwood Park entrance being abused because they have not
been letting in cars because the car park is full. The students have
been asked to do this to stop congestion and accidents in that car
park, please respect them if they are saying the car park is full. We
have also had multiple complaints from our neighbours about
parents parking across driveways. I know it is challenging around 3
o'clock to get a park, especially given that we have only one exit
to our school, but can I please ask that we remain courteous and
respectful of the people in our community. Thank you.

Finally, today the school has overwhelmed with Onesies, Oodies
and PJs, as we support Wellington Free Ambulance's Onesie day.
We have managed to raise $1000 for this awesome cause. A big
thank you to our House Captains for leading this, and to you all for
supporting it.

To all the Redwood Dads - have a fantastic Father's Day!

Ka Kite!

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal

zacmills@redwood.school.nz
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Ways to support staff wellbeing
Upcoming and ongoing property projects (Fire Alarm Upgrade, roofing upgrade)

Board Shorts
Messages from our Board of Trustees 
We have been discussing:

PFG News
Messages from our Parent Fundraising Group 

A huge thank you for your support of our recent PFG Mid Winter Quiz - "A Night in the
Tropics'. We managed to raise an amazing $5972.64! This money will be going towards the
upgrade of our netball posts, as well as installing additional posts and basketball hoops.
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Welcome to Redwood School
Karen Amarasekara 
Chelsy Amarasekara
Klara van der Merwe
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Community Advertising

Redwood 
School

Look out for the Little Garden's
donation box at Tawa New

World


