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Principal’s Post 
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau  
What an amazing couple of weeks we have had since our last 
newsletter. 

Last week we held our annual Book Week, with a space theme 
of ‘Blast off with Books.’ Not only did I get to fulfil a boyhood 
dream of piloting a rocket in the amazing library display 
developed by Jan, Kim and her team, we also got the 
opportunity to celebrate books and reading. Lots of great events 
were held during the week, including a space-themed Read 
Aloud, the opportunity to hear a story read from the 
International Space Station, and our dress up day with whānau 
readers visiting. To hear the buzz and excitement about books 
that this week generates is awesome. 

Last week was also Primary Science Week, which was a great 
opportunity to engage students with some hands-on science. We 
have been subscribing to the House of Science kits for the past 
two years, and these are an amazing resource for teachers and 
classes. Science continues to be a focus for this term for our 
students through their Investigations and InSTEAD projects.  

Many of the House of Science kits were showcased at our 
Whakanui Pūtaiao last night. What a fabulous event this was! 
Thank you so much for coming out on a chilly evening to support 
this event. We were blown away by the number of people who 
came, and it was great to see people connecting and enjoying 
the hands-on learning that was available. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase our philosophy around how learning 
should be; interactive, engaging and fun. Unfortunately, staff 
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were so busy getting involved with the activities themselves that 
we failed to get many photos of the event. If you did take some 
and are willing to share, please email them to your child’s 
teacher or zacmills@redwood.school.nz 

We are looking forward to our next whānau event on Friday 2 
July, which will be our Matariki Breakfast celebration. More 
information about this will come out closer to the time. 

Also taking place yesterday was the Tawa Zone Cross Country. 
As ever, our runners did Redwood proud, with lots of top ten 
finishes resulting in the opportunity to go to the Inter Zone 
competition. Particularly impressive were our Year 5 boys who 
took three of the top four places, and our Year 6 girls who 
blitzed the field to bring home the first three places. Ka pai 
Redwood! 

Last week, both myself and BOT Chair, Clint Schoultz, met with 
Greg O’Connor as a follow-up to my letter that I shared with 
you last week. Greg listened intently and braved the torrential 
rain to visit our classrooms and resource areas with weather 
tightness issues. He made a commitment to follow up with both 
the Education Minister and the Ministry of Education on our 
behalf. Fingers crossed that this brings some urgency to our 
situation. 

Many of you in our community will be aware of some of the 
issues of harassment and intimidation some of the Intermediate 
students have been experiencing as they walk home from school. 
I am assured by police that they have these matters well in hand, 
but it is probably timely to remind your students about ‘Stranger 
Danger’ and safe walking practices, especially if they regularly 
walk home by themselves. Whilst the immediate vicinity around 
Redwood has not been targeted by these trouble makers, we are 
aware of incidents involving primary age children elsewhere in 
the Tawa community. 

A friendly reminder that next Friday (4th June) is a Staff Only 
Day, meaning that school is closed for students. This is one of the 
eight days allocated to schools at the last collective agreement 
settlement. Kelly Club will be operating on this day if you need 
support on the day. 

Ka kite! 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz 
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Dates for your diary 

Friday 4th June - Staff Only Day 

Monday 7th June - Queen’s 
Birthday (School Closed) 

Thursday 10th June - Kiwi trip to 
Redwood Bush (ppt Friday 11th & 
Tuesday 15th) 

Tuesday 15th June - Inter Zone 
Cross Country (ppt. Thursday 17th) 

Saturday 26th June - PFG’s Mid 
Winter Xmas Quiz 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact Charlotte 
France: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principal or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.
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Welcome to 
Redwood School 

Anthony	Hutchins 
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QUALITY AFFORDABLE
MUSIC TUITION IN SCHOOLS

best of both worlds - individual and group lesson
including theory - all for $20/wk 

 
enrol now for violin, viola, cello,

recorder, clarinet, flute, piano and guitar
email sandralogan@noteablekids.org.nz

Note-able Kids - in Tawa since 2001

Community Notices and Advertising
From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space available.

Looking for a place to be yourself?  
Always wanted to share your  
super-silly-nut-bar-flavour energy  
with the world? 

Classes in social skills, positive  
thinking and self belief for the  

super-shy to the super-high!

SIGN UP FOR A TRIAL CLASS TODAY 
www.marrzipandrama.co.nz

9 Classes including two showcases per term.  
Maximum 10 students per 45 minute class. 

MYou can at

Samuel Marsden Collegiate School - Year 7 entry 2022 
  

Experience Year 7: 16 June, 8.25am – 3.25pm. 
Please register for Open day, information webinar and day in class at https://www.marsden.school.nz/

about/enrolments/experience-marsden/ 
Scholarships: Year 7 Academic Scholarship applications close 20 May, exam date 29 May. Māori & 

Pasifika Scholarship applications close 6 August. Please apply online at marsden.school.nz/about/
scholarships/ 

Enrolments 2022: full enrolment due 9 July 2021, apply online at https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/
enrolments/ 

For questions or to organise a personal tour please contact Enrolment Registrar Leigh McCathie on 476 8707. 
marsden.school.nz

www.spotlightperformingarts.co.nz

For more information, please visit

After school and weekend classes 
in Aotea, Johnsonville, Karori and 
Lower Hutt! 

Two-week trials available.

Performing arts classes led by a 
London West End performer!

Does your child like 
to sing, dance, act 

and perform?

Would you like your child to build more 
EONĂFGNEG�CNF�MCLG�MORG�HRKGNFS!�

Saturday 5th June, Redwood Park
• 11:30am – Women’s 1st team supported by Junior U7s
• 2pm – Men’s 1st team supported by Junior U8s

Sunday 6th June, Redwood Park
• 11:30am – Women’s 2nd team supported by Junior U9s
• 2pm – Men’s 2nd team supported by Junior U10s

Face painting Sat 12-3pm

BBQ Sat & Sun 11:30 – 4pm

Skills Challenge & Indoor Activities
Win Prizes!
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