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Principal’s Post 
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau  
Autumn is firmly upon us and the predictably unpredictable 
weather has been in full effect.  

We had a wonderful first week back full of lovely sunny dry 
weather that enabled us to go ahead with our school cross 
country. It was amazing to see all our students actively 
participating and giving the run a go. For some cross country is 
something they excel in, whilst for others it is something to 
endure. What was great to see was the support students gave 
their peers and a positive attitude throughout. Thank you to our 
sport committee for organising the event, and thank you to those 
parents who were able to come and support on the day. 
Congratulations to our successful Year 4 - 6 runners whose next 
event is the Tawa Zone race on Tuesday 25th May. 

Also in Week 1, we had our Term 2 pōwhiri to welcome new 
students, staff and their whānau. It was great to see new students 
step up and be kaiārahi during our pōwhiri. Ka rewe! 

This week the rain and cold has arrived, unfortunately bringing 
with it some pretty anti-social driving and parking behaviour, 
particularly in the Redwood Park Car Park. I’d like to remind 
parents that if this car park is full you need to seek another place 
to park. Parking centrally in this car park prevents people from 
leaving and is a safety hazard for our students. Also, a friendly 
reminder that parking on the pavement is inconsiderate and 
dangerous for pedestrians. A reminder about safe parking can  
be found at the follow NZTA link. 

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704   	  
Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 
Finance email: 
accounts@redwood.school.nz 
Website: 
 www.redwood.school.nz 
Facebook: 
@Redwood School 

Kiwi Syndicate 

Grace O’Rourke - Y1 - Room 4 
Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 

Cassie Stewart  -Y2 -  Room 1 
Nic Webb - Y2 - Room 2 
Michelle Morpeth  - Y2 - Room 3 
(Syndicate Leader) 

Pūkeko Syndicate 

Belinda Evans - Y3/4 - Room 11 
Emma Ashington - Y3/4 - Room12 
Rachel Gargan - Y3/4 - Room 14 
(Syndicate Leader) 
Kim Perkins  - Y3/4 - R15 

Kererū Syndicate 

Caitlin Roberts - Y5/6 -Room 16 
(Syndicate Leader)
Jenny Wright - Y5/6 - Room 17  
Carmel Wilson - Y4/5 - Room 18 
Jim McGurk - Y5/6 - Room 19 
Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 20

Emma O’Leary - SENCO 

Claire Hughes - Deputy Principal

NEWSLETTER 
Rākau Pai, Hua Pai 

 Roll: 369 | Term 2 | Week 2

mailto:office@redwood.school.nz
mailto:accounts@redwood.school.nz
http://www.redwood.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/Redwood-School-155240384555820/
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/roadcode/general-road-code/road-code/about-driving/stopping-and-parking/where-not-to-park/
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A new craze for our students is the fidget poppers and other 
fidget toys. Originally designed for students with ADHD, ADD, 
and ASD these have entered the mainstream and have become 
a toy. We actively discourage all toys from being brought to 
school as they can get lost, may get taken and are often a 
distraction in classrooms. We have also had issues with these 
toys being traded, and students then regretting their trade. 
Please make sure that your child is not bringing toys to school, 
as this does become one more thing for teachers to police. If you 
would like to have your child to use a fidget toy at school to help 
their self-regulation, please contact your child’s teacher directly 
to co-ordinate this. 

As a Decile 10 school we are one of the poorest funded schools 
in New Zealand. This brings with it many challenges as we 
endeavour to provide resources for our staff and students to use, 
maintain our buildings and grounds, keep class sizes below 
MOE ratios and provide support for learners who have 
additional needs. Over the past few weeks I have been 
increasingly frustrated with the MOE’s lack of financial support 
for our most vulnerable learners and in addressing some of the 
property issues the school, through no fault of its own, are 
experiencing. As a result I wrote this letter to our local MP, Greg 
O’Connor. Greg has agreed to meet with myself and Clint 
Schoultz, our BOT Chair, to discuss Redwood School’s position 
and the wider education sector. I look forward to sharing the 
results of this discussion with you.  

A huge thank you to you all for your donation contributions so 
far this year. As I explain in my letter to Greg, your contributions 
make a huge difference to us being financially solvent and being 
able to meet day to day running costs, as well as providing 
resources (people and equipment) to support our learners. 
Unfortunately, we rely on your contributions to ensure we can 
provide the learning experiences we want our students to have. 
We also really appreciate the way you support our PFG 
initiatives, such as our school disco and our current roti sales. 
Look out for the upcoming PFG Mid Winter Christmas Quiz, 
which is going to be an absolutely amazing event for our parent 
community to have some fun social 
competition! 

Ka kite! 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz 
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Dates for your diary 

Term 2 Week 3 - Book Week 

Term 2 Week 3 - Primary Science 
Week 

Tuesday 25th May - Tawa Zone 
Cross Country (Ppt. Thursday 27th 
May) 

Thursday 27th May - Te Ao Māori 
and Science evening - 6pm 

Saturday 26th June - PFG’s Mid 
Winter Xmas Quiz 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact Charlotte 
France: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principal or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.

mailto:pfg@redwood.school.nz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWO-9LUBV5x-uIZoZUfP45FCKi7txM5O/view?usp=sharing


Panui 7 May 14, 2021

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

Welcome to 
Redwood School 

Dakota Robinson  
Georgia Rumens  
Zara Baker  

Blake McCann  
Thomas Garner  
Vishvajith Munibabu 
Rahat Hossain 
Conor Petersen 
Sophia Tan

Attendance Matters 

“Student attendance, along with effective teaching, has the greatest influence on 
student engagement and achievement. All students must be present at school so they 
can participate and engage in learning. Parents and Boards of Trustees are legally 
responsible to ensure students’ regular attendance at school.” 

Attendance Matters - MOE 

We have noticed that we have a number of students whose attendance is well below 
the MOE’s 90% threshold, which is considered regular attendance. To put that into 
concrete terms that is children who have been absent for more than 5 days during 
Term 1. We have many students whose attendance rate falls below 75%. We have 
also had a marked increase in children arriving to school late. 

We appreciate that children get sick and with our current vigilance around illness in a 
COVID-19 world, we certainly do not want children attending school if they are 
unwell. However, we are concerned by the rise in Unexplained Absences, which 
means that students do not have an MOE defined Justifiable reason for their absence. 
This is a trend that has increased across the country over the last few years and has 
been exacerbated by COVID and the lockdown.  

As a working parent I can fully appreciate the difficulty in organising appointments 
and events outside of school hours or during school holidays, but it is important to 
ensure children are attending school unless they are unwell. Days away from school 
for events such as a child’s birthday or for shopping trips are not considered to be a 
Justifiable reason.  

If your child has a medical condition that results in them having a number of days off 
school, please do get in touch with us so that we can support them in any way. If 
there are any other reasons why you child is struggling to attend school, please 
contact either myself, Claire Hughes or your child’s teacher so that we can make a 
plan to ensure that their attendance at school is on a regular basis. 

Zac Mills 
Tumuaki / Principal
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BOOK WEEK 
TERM 2 WEEK 3 - 17TH MAY TO 21ST MAY 

	  

	 EVENTS 

	 TUESDAY - READ ALOUD 

	 	 	 WEDNESDAY - SECRET STORY TELLER 

	 FRIDAY - DRESS UP DAY - SHINE LIKE A STAR 

	 	 	 SAUSAGE SIZZLE
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Whakanui Pūtaiao 
Engaging with Māori Scientists and their mahi 
Where Te ao Māori and Science Meet

Redwood School 
Thursday, 27 May 2021 6pm 

To celebrate Primary Science Week, we will be 

hosting a family Te ao Māori and Science night 

where you can learn alongside your children by 

participating in fun hands-on activities. 

Meet in our school hall for kai at 6pm
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QUALITY AFFORDABLE
MUSIC TUITION IN SCHOOLS

best of both worlds - individual and group lesson
including theory - all for $20/wk 

 
enrol now for violin, viola, cello,

recorder, clarinet, flute, piano and guitar
email sandralogan@noteablekids.org.nz

Note-able Kids - in Tawa since 2001

Community Notices and Advertising
From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space available.

Looking for a place to be yourself?  
Always wanted to share your  
super-silly-nut-bar-flavour energy  
with the world? 

Classes in social skills, positive  
thinking and self belief for the  

super-shy to the super-high!

SIGN UP FOR A TRIAL CLASS TODAY 
www.marrzipandrama.co.nz

9 Classes including two showcases per term.  
Maximum 10 students per 45 minute class. 

MYou can at

Samuel Marsden Collegiate School - Year 7 entry 2022 
  

Open Day: Sunday 16 May 2021, 2pm-4pm. 
Year 7 Information Webinar: 24 May, 7pm – 8pm. 

Experience Year 7: 16 June, 8.25am – 3.25pm. 
Please register for Open day, information webinar and day in class at https://www.marsden.school.nz/

about/enrolments/experience-marsden/ 
Scholarships: Year 7 Academic Scholarship applications close 20 May, exam date 29 May. Māori & 

Pasifika Scholarship applications close 6 August. Please apply online at marsden.school.nz/about/
scholarships/ 

Enrolments 2022: full enrolment due 9 July 2021, apply online at https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/
enrolments/ 

For questions or to organise a personal tour please contact Enrolment Registrar Leigh McCathie on 476 8707. 
marsden.school.nz

www.spotlightperformingarts.co.nz

For more information, please visit

After school and weekend classes 
in Aotea, Johnsonville, Karori and 
Lower Hutt! 

Two-week trials available.

Performing arts classes led by a 
London West End performer!

Does your child like 
to sing, dance, act 

and perform?

Would you like your child to build more 
EONĂFGNEG�CNF�MCLG�MORG�HRKGNFS!�

https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/enrolments/experience-marsden/
https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/enrolments/experience-marsden/
https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/enrolments/experience-marsden/
https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/scholarships/
https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/scholarships/
https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/enrolments/
https://www.marsden.school.nz/about/enrolments/
https://marsden.school.nz/
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