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Principal’s Post 
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau  
Thank you for your support around our Teacher only Day last 
week. We spent the morning exploring effective teaching of 
spelling and what quality practice looks like when gathering 
assessment information about where students are achieving and 
the progress they are making. The work on spelling followed up 
from our Teacher Only Day before the year began, and was an 
area we had identified at the end of last year as needing some 
focus. As we have moved on from an era of National Standards 
we want to be sure that our assessment practices are robust, but 
also take into account the different ways students progress and 
can show growth. This is one of our foci from our annual plan. 
The afternoon was dedicated to Syndicate planning for Term 2, 
with lots of exciting and interesting learning being developed. 
The focus in Term 2 for syndicates will continue to be around 
Communities, but with a particular focus on animal communities 
and the living world. 

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the end of Term 1 
already. Class routines and systems are up and running and the 
children are now familiar with their peers in classes. Part of 
setting up classes is a strong focus on our RED Values: 
Responsible, Respectful, Engaged, Empowered and Driven To Be 
A Lifelong Learner, and what these values look like at Redwood 
School. These are being reinforced by our RED Card system, 
which goes towards House Points. This system was set up by last 
year’s inaugural Student Council. The council is back up and 
running this year with class representatives from Years 2 - 6, as 
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Kiwi Syndicate 

Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 

Cassie Stewart  -Y2 -  Room 1 
Nic Webb - Y2 - Room 2 
Michelle Morpeth  - Y2 - Room 3 
(Syndicate Leader) 

Pūkeko Syndicate 

Belinda Evans - Y3/4 - Room 11 
Emma Ashington - Y3/4 - Room12 
Rachel Gargan - Y3/4 - Room 14 
(Syndicate Leader) 
Kim Perkins  - Y3/4 - R15 

Kererū Syndicate 

Caitlin Roberts - Y5/6 -Room 16 
(Syndicate Leader)
Jenny Wright - Y5/6 - Room 17  
Carmel Wilson - Y4/5 - Room 18 
Jim McGurk - Y5/6 - Room 19 
Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 20

Emma O’Leary - SENCO 

Claire Hughes - Deputy Principal

NEWSLETTER 
Rākau Pai, Hua Pai 
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well as our House Captains. Another important part of setting up 
classes this 
year is 
reintroducing 
students to 
our Zones of 
Regulation. 

The Zones 
are a way of 
students 
expressing 
how they are 
feeling, and 
giving them a language with which to articulate their emotions. 
The Zones teach students that all the coloured zones are 
perfectly normal feelings, but that the Green Zone is the 
optimum zone for learning. We first introduced the Zones of 
Regulation to our students last year, after lockdown, and have 
found them a useful tool for supporting students with emotional 
regulation. If you have the opportunity it would be good to talk 
to your child about their understanding of the Zones and how 
they might help them both at school and at home. Such has been 
the interest in the work we are doing with the Zones of 
Regulation that 3 of the other primary schools in Tawa have 
been to visit or have expressed the intention to start using the 
Zones in their own settings. 

Your child may have mentioned that cross country training has 
started for their class. This is often something children either 
really enjoy or dislike, and it is not unusual for absences to 
increase during the cross country period. As ever, we focus on 
participation and giving it a go as much as racing and trying to 
come in the top 10, and we’d love for you to focus on this 
participatory aspect too. The races themselves are in Week 1 of 
Term 2, so if you do have a budding Peter Snell or Melissa 
Moon they may wish to get out over the forthcoming school 
holidays and do some more practise. 

Ka kite! 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz 
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Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 13th May - Yr 1-4 Futsal 

Wednesday 14th May - Yr 5/6 
Futsal 

Friday 16 April - Last Day of Term 1 

Monday 3rd May - Term 2 begins 

Tuesday 4th May - School Cross 
Country (ppt: Wednesday 5th 
May) 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact Charlotte 
France: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principal or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.

mailto:pfg@redwood.school.nz
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Welcome to 
Redwood School 

Kymani Nicoll-Meredith 
McKenna Potgieter 
Miles Tiffen

PFG News 

A big thank you to all of you who ordered Hot Cross Buns. We hope you 
enjoyed them over the Easter Weekend. 

Thank you for supporting our Disco event. We were overwhelmed by the 
offers of parent support, and it was very clear that the students had an 
awesome time at both discos. 

Term 2 

A reminder that our big fundraiser in Term 2 will be our Mid Winter Quiz. 
Make sure you save the date of Saturday 26th June (Term 2 Week 8) for this 
awesome event. More info will be coming out early in Term 2. 

Reminder: 

School Holidays are rapidly approaching. 

Redwood School will be closed from Friday 16th April until Monday 3rd May.



Panui 5 April 9, 2021

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

QUALITY AFFORDABLE
MUSIC TUITION IN SCHOOLS

best of both worlds - individual and group lesson
including theory - all for $20/wk 

 
enrol now for violin, viola, cello,

recorder, clarinet, flute, piano and guitar
email sandralogan@noteablekids.org.nz

Note-able Kids - in Tawa since 2001

Community Notices and Advertising
From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space available.

Looking for a place to be yourself?  
Always wanted to share your  
super-silly-nut-bar-flavour energy  
with the world? 

Classes in social skills, positive  
thinking and self belief for the  

super-shy to the super-high!

SIGN UP FOR A TRIAL CLASS TODAY 
www.marrzipandrama.co.nz

9 Classes including two showcases per term.  
Maximum 10 students per 45 minute class. 

MYou can at

Community Badminton Sessions  
Term 2/3 2021. 

Come along and play badminton, get 
active, get involved and have fun! 

Sessions are open to all ages, stages 
and abilities and are free of charge. 
• Aotea College Mondays 

4-5.15pm 
• Bishop Viard College 

Wednesdays 4-5.30pm 

#welovebadmintonwww.spotlightperformingarts.co.nz

For more information, please visit

After school and weekend classes 
in Aotea, Johnsonville, Karori and 
Lower Hutt! 

Two-week trials available.

Performing arts classes led by a 
London West End performer!

Does your child like 
to sing, dance, act 

and perform?

Would you like your child to build more 
EONĂFGNEG�CNF�MCLG�MORG�HRKGNFS!�
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