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Principal’s Post 
Tenā koutou Parents, Caregivers and Whānau 

It is hard to believe that we are almost at the end of Term 1. On 
a personal level it has been a term full of challenge and 
excitement, and I’ve thoroughly enjoyed finding out more about 
Redwood School, whilst seeing our students and staff settle into 
their classes and immerse themselves in learning. 

One of our strategic goals is Ako - Being a learner. It talks about 
how learning at Redwood School is enhanced through cultural, 
sporting, outdoor education and leadership opportunities. This 
term I have seen our students have a range of opportunities. I 
have also been impressed with the way our students seek out 
opportunities for themselves and others. Currently in our school 
we have lots of lunchtime student-led activities such as dance, 
gym and football. The leaders of tomorrow are nurtured by 
being leaders today. 

Some of our young leaders were at the Tawa Kāhui Ako 
Community Hui on Tuesday night. This was such a great evening 
with whānau from across Tawa joining together. Thank you to 
Whaea Renee from Tawa Intermediate for co-ordinating this 
amazing event. 

Last week Pūkeko Syndicate co-ordinated the Tawa Year 3 & 4 
sports day. This was an awesome event and really well managed 
by the team. What was also fantastic to see was former 
Redwood School students from the Intermediate being leaders 
and role models in organising activities and working with the 
younger students. Continuing with our sporting theme, it was 
great to see so many Redwood students having fun and 
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challenging themselves at the Weetbix TRYathlon on Sunday. 
Wellington put on a stunning day, and it was lovely to see 
Damien Trewern out and about supporting our TRYathletes. 

On an individual note I’d like to offer my congratulations to Amy 
Cordwell from Room 18. Amy had a piece of writing published 
in the National Geographic Kids magazine in their Global Story 
Club section. Ka mau te wehi! Amy is one of a number of 
students on our Magazine team, another leadership we offer at 
Redwood School.  

One of the high profile leadership responsibility we offer to our 
students is that of being a road patroller. This is a challenging, 
but important job, which our students do in all kinds of weather. 
Redwood Avenue is a busy street at school drop-off and pick-up 
time, and our patrollers have been trained by the police to 
ensure they maintain the safety of people crossing at these times. 
I was saddened to be informed that one of our patrol teams was 
recently verbally and physically abused by a member of our 
school community because they were made to wait for a long 
time. This behaviour is absolutely unacceptable and I was 
shocked that our students would be treated in this way. Please 
support our patrollers in the job they do for our community. I 
would also encourage people using the Redwood Park car park 
to model our RED values of being Responsible and Respectful. 

At Redwood School we encourage our staff to make the most of 
opportunities too. Carmel Wilson has done exactly this by taking 
on an Across-School Lead role in our Kāhui Ako. This is an 
amazing opportunity for Carmel to help lead the cluster of 
schools in Tawa that are working together. Ka pai Carmel!
Another teacher grasping an exciting opportunity is Charlotte 
Smith. Charlotte is leaving us at the end of the term to go on her 
OE to the UK. I would like to thank Charlotte for all her work at 
Redwood School over the last few years, and wish her well on 
her new adventure. Replacing Charlotte in Room 1 for the rest of 
the year is Natalie Kirby. Natalie lives locally and is an 
experienced Year 2 teacher. We look forward to her joining the 
Redwood team. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe and 
enjoyable holiday, and a Happy Easter. I am 
looking forward to continuing to work with you 
all in Term 2. 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz 
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Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 10th April 7pm Kōrari Hui - 
Tawa Intermediate 

Thursday 11th April - PFG Ice block 
Sales & Easter raffle 

Friday 12 April - Term 1 ends 

Monday 29th April - Term 2 begins 

Tuesday 30th April - School Cross 
Country (ppt. Wednesday 1st May) 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact Louise Owen: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principals or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.
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Welcome to Redwood School 

Camilla Jones

Community Notices and Advertising
From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space 
available.
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As part of Wellington Botanic Garden’s 150th celebrations, the garden is holding its first-ever Bioblitz. 

We know a lot about the plants we grow, but what’s hiding in between the roots and stems? We would 
like help to uncover the secrets hidden in the gardens.  

… so we're in a race to snapshot as many different species as we can in 24 hours. The event runs from 
3pm Friday 5 April - 3pm Saturday 6 April. 

As a super science sleuth, you'll be shown how to use the iNaturalist App, so you can make your own 
discoveries. If you like to work in a team, sign up to one of our guided walks. 

Not sure what we mean by a Bioblitz? Check out this handy video. 

The garden is also holding a special Brown Bag Lunch next Wednesday, 3 April between 12.30pm and 
1.10pm. You may like to attend, so we can show you how you can use the i-naturalist App in the 
classroom and how you can capture (on camera of course...) species you find.  

The Bioblitz has a special project page, so scientists from around New Zealand (and the world) can help 
identify what you have discovered during the Bioblitz. 

In the April 2019 Holidays, Newtown Movie School are again offering popular movie making and 
animation holiday programmes. 

Stop Motion Animation - Popular movie making creativity with LEGO and colour paper 
Monday 15 to Wednesday 17 April 2019 in Newtown 

For more information go to www.newtownmovieschool.co.nz 
or contact Craig Lauridsen 021 966 277 or nms@acumen.net.nz

Tawa Pool  
We have a Pool Party coming up on  

  
Saturday 27th April 6-8pm 

Ages 5-12years (under 8 needs adult supervision) 
$3.70 

  
Free food, games, prizes, DJ and inflatables
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