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Principal’s Post 
Tenā koutou Parents, Caregivers and Whānau 

I am sure you will all agree that this week has been one of the 
most challenging weeks New Zealand has encountered for a 
long time. Events such as the one in Christchurch last week 
impact globally, but also very much focus our attention on our 
own whānau and community. I would first like to thank our 
community for the support and appreciation of the way the 
school has responded to this tragic event. I would also like to 
thank our staff for the professional way they have worked with 
our students around this. On a personal level I have been 
humbled by the response of the Muslim families in our school, 
and the Muslim community leaders I have spoken to in the last 
few days. They are us. As-salāmu ʿalaykum - Peace be with you. 

As a staff we have been investigating our RED values and 
breaking them down into understandable statements for our 
students. Being Respectful is a critical 21st century skill in a 
multicultural society such as New Zealand, and is something our 
students as global citizens need to have embedded within them. 
As we have explored this value words and phrases such as 
kindness, empathy, and understanding different perspectives 
have been identified. As a school, and in partnership with you 
as families we play an essential role in assuring our young 
people grow up to be positive contributors to our world. I look 
forward to sharing this work and consulting with you when it has 
been developed further. 

On Friday last week we had our first PFG event for the year, the 
school disco. This was an amazing event co-ordinated by Louise 
Owens and her dedicated team of helpers on the PFG. Thank 
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you to all of you who helped out on before and on the evening 
itself. The atmosphere before the Junior disco in particularly had 
a really lovely community feel to it, and it was great to see so 
many of you come down early to have a sausage and some of 
the delicious baking that was available. I’d also like to express 
thanks to the retailers in our community who supported the disco 
by donating goods: Countdown Tawa, Take Note Tawa, 
Brumbies Bakery Porirua, and Frucor. With their support we 
were able to raise $2789. This a fantastic total and a testament 
to the effort of Louise and her team. 

Whilst the disco was on, the BOT connected with our community 
to outline the role of a school trustee. The Board of Trustees is an 
essential group who govern the school. This year the Board 
elections are being held. You can find out more about the role of 
a school trustee by following this link or by attending the Kōrari 
hui at Tawa Intermediate School on Wednesday 10th April at 
7:00pm. On Monday 25th at 7:30pm we have our March BOT 
meeting. This is a public meeting, and you are most welcome to 
attend if you are interested in seeing how these meetings run. 

Our first Rōpū Whānau hui for the year was held last week. 
Whilst small in numbers, the group came up with some big ideas 
on how to take this group forward during the year. The group’s 
focus is on how we support our Māori students to have success 
as Māori and connecting with whānau. We always welcome 
your ideas on how we can do this as a school, even if you are 
unable to attend meetings yourself. 

With this in mind, we had 3 of our students, Jessica, Kingsley, 
and Schqane attend a Kāhui Ako Kaitiaki Māori hui on Tuesday 
at Greenacres School. This rōpū is about developing leadership 
in our Māori students, promoting Te ao Māori, and having 
increased student voice within our Kāhui Ako. All schools in the 
Kāhui Ako were represented and I was really impressed with the 
mahi being done. Ka mau te wehi! 

You may recall from my last newsletter that NZEI, the teacher’s 
union, were due to hold Paid Union Meetings this week. Due to 
the tragic events in Christchurch these meetings were postponed. 
At this stage no decisions have been made about whether 
teachers will be asked to strike again. As soon 
as we know anything we will let you, our 
community, know. 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz 
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Dates for your diary 

Friday 22nd March ‘Colour Your Day’ 

Tuesday 26th March Year 3 & 4 Sports 
Day - Redwood Park 

Friday 29th March - School Assembly  

Tuesday 2nd April - Year 5 & 6 Futsal 
Tournament 

Thursday 4th April - Years 1 - 4 Futsal 
Tournament 

Tuesday 2nd April 6pm - 8pm Kāhui 
Ako Community Hui at Tawa 
Intermediate 

Wednesday 1oth April 7pm Kōrari Hui - 
Tawa Intermediate 

Friday 12 April - Term 1 ends 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact Louise Owen: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principals or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.
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Welcome to Redwood School 

Dhaani Gupta, Dane Deiparine, Talei-Violet Fonoti,  

Blake Boss, Henry Mora, Sophie Drake

Community Notices and Advertising

From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space 
available.
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KELLY  SPORTS APRIL 2019 HOLIDAY 
PROGRAMME – NGATITOA DOMAIN  

(Yrs 5-13)  

Our hugely popular Kelly Sports Holiday 
Programme is back for the April 2019 Holidays 
for children 5-13 years.  Come and join the 
Kelly Sports coaches for the best in sports 
coaching, and arts and crafts fun!  We have 
created an Action Packed Programme 
including: Laser Force, Flip Out, Nigel 
Kennedy, Wellington Zoo plus lots 
more!  

To enrol got to www.kellysports.co.nz/
events/3073-Ngatitoa-Domain-Hall 

WICKED WINTER SPORTS TERM 2 2019 -  (Yrs 1-4) – Tuesday’s 3:05-4:05pm 

Kelly Sports will be back in Term 2 with their fun and exciting classes. Come and try Football, 
Netball, Handball and Rippa Rugby. Try 2 weeks each of these sports. We use games & drills 
to teach game sense and team play. 
It’s a great way to try new sports, learn new skills and improve ability. We use games & drills to teach 
game sense and team play. Learn the fundamental skills for all sports – throwing, running, jumping, 
striking, balance and many more – all while having a great time! 
  
For full details and to enrol into our programmes visit www.kellysports.co.nz email 
adminwgn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201 

Homestay Expressions of Interest – Tawa Intermediate School 

Following our successful visit from the Chinese students last month, we have had more expressions of 
interest for study groups to visit NZ.  We are seeking families who may be interested in hosting 
students in their homes.   
If you are interested or would like further information, please contact Coralee at the Tawa 
Intermediate office - office@tawaint.school.nz or 04 2325201.  

Pre-schoolers in Tawa are learning how to 
forwards roll, handstand and cartwheel at 
Bigair Gymnastics classes!  

At Bigair we are seeing the 3&4yr olds gaining 
increased listening skills, concentration, 
determination, independence and the confidence 
to try new things. Children are learning to reflect 
on their progress and gain pride as they master 
new skills, which are all essential learning 
processes used at school.  
Active indoor fun for toddlers in Tawa!  
Bigair Gym offers play sessions for children under 
the age of 3yrs to allow them to learn essential 
fundamental movements as they explore through 
circuits, an 11 metre long trampoline, inflatable air 
track, large soft shapes, and so much more!  

To find out more, please call Bigair Gym Tawa on 
042323508 or email office@bigairgym.co.nz.

Tawa Recreation Centre April Holiday Programmes are open now 

Looking for things to do over the school holidays? Check out the programmes and activities available. 
School holidays are just around the corner and spaces fill up quickly. Book now  Call us 232 2260 or 
email tawa.rec@wcc.govt.nz for more information.
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