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Principal’s Post 
Tenā koutou Parents, Caregivers and Whānau 

What a wonderful start to the term it has been. On Monday the 
school held its first whole school pōwhiri to welcome myself, Nic 
Webb and our newest students. This was a wonderful occasion. 
Our karanga girls, Jessica and Te Amorangi, performed 
beautifully and Kingsley delivered his whaikōrero with 
confidence. To me it symbolised the things that make Redwood 
School the wonderful school it is: community, and giving students 
opportunities to step up and demonstrate the leadership they 
have. Parents, staff, and students all agreed it was a great way 
to start the year. 

Over the past week I’ve been lucky enough to sit down one on 
one with our teachers to get their take on Redwood School. This 
has been fascinating for myself as a new leader in the school. 
They all spoke with a sense of pride at being teachers at 
Redwood School, and the themes of community and high 
expectations came shining through. It was great to connect with 
people and see their passion for learning and teaching, and 
their commitment to the students and to the school. We are lucky 
to have such a hard working team. 

Last week we had our Meet the Teacher information. Thank you 
for your flexibility with the early finish time. This enabled our 
teachers to meet with you to discuss your children, and find out 
more about them. Relationships are key to learning, and this 
evening allowed our teachers to begin their partnership with 
yourselves, and better understand the students in their room.  

 

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704   	  
Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 
Finance email: 
accounts@redwood.school.nz 
Website: 
 www.redwood.school.nz 
Facebook: 
@Redwood School 

Kiwi Syndicate 

Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 

Charlotte Smith -Y2 -  Room 1 
Ginny Gordon - Y2 - Room 2 
Michelle Morpeth  - Y2 - Room 3 
(Syndicate Leader) 

Pūkeko Syndicate 

Belinda Evans - Y4 - Room 11 
Carmel Wilson - Y3 - Room12 
Hannah Smith - Y3 - Room 13 
Rachel Gargan - Y3/4 - Room 14 
(Syndicate Leader) 
Nicola Webb  - Y4 - R15 

Kererū Syndicate 

Caitlin Roberts - Y5/6 -Room 16 
Jenny Wright - Y5/6 - Room 17  
Donna Glenn - Y5/6 - Room 18 
(Syndicate Leader) 
Kim Perkins - Y5/6 - Room 19 
Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 20

NEWSLETTER 
Rākau Pai, Hua Pai 
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Thank you to all those that attended our first PFG meeting for the 
year. It was a great turnout, and really pleasing to see the 
support we have. I know that Louise was really encouraged to 
see the team for 2019 grow. 

As you walk into your child’s classroom, and from talking about 
their day, you will probably have seen or heard the term Growth 
Mindset referred to. Based on the work of Dr. Carol Dweck, this 
term refers to students believing within themselves that they can 
learn and improve. The opposite belief, a Fixed Mindset, is one 
where a student believes that they cannot improve and that to be 
good at something requires only talent. Having the belief that 
they can get better at something is vital for a student’s learning. 
They need to understand that they might not be able to do 
something immediately, but with practise, effort and persistence 
they can. With students we talk about the power of yet. “I can’t 
do that, yet!” “This isn’t easy, yet!” This Growth Mindset 
supports students to be resilient and positive - two important 
factors in mental wellbeing. Developing Growth Mindsets is one 
of our key actions in our strategic plan. 

If you are interested in our strategic direction and what we, as a 
school, our focusing on, you can see our full Charter document 
by following this link. 2019 Strategic Plan 

This document was consulted on last year and 
has been worked on by the staff, BOT and 
myself, and will guide our direction for the 
year. 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz 
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Dates for your diary 

Friday March 15 - School Disco 

Tuesday 2nd April 6pm - 8pm 
Kāhui Ako Community Hui at Tawa 
Intermediate 

Friday 12 April - Term 1 ends 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. 
They are a vital group in the school 
supporting us to raise money for a 
variety of projects. If you are 
interested in joining the team please 
contact Louise Owen: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principals or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.
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Welcome to Redwood School 

Eva Lyons

A message from your school public health nurse 
Firstly, welcome back to the new school year.  I hope you 
all had an enjoyable and restful holiday and are ready for 
a great year of learning and new experiences. 

For those children who have asthma diagnosed by a 
doctor, it is important that your child has an Asthma Action 
Plan completed by your doctor and this is shown to the 
school office. The school staff will take a copy and refer to 
this should your child suffer an asthma attack at school.  It 
is also very important that the school have your child’s 
prescribed inhalers and that these have not expired.  The 
expiry date can be checked by pulling out the canister from 
the inhaler and checking on the canister the date noted 
next to “Exp:”.) 

If you have any questions, please contact your school 
nurse, Lisa, through the school office. 

Community Notices and Advertising
From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space 
available.

Pre-schoolers in Tawa are learning how to 
forwards roll, handstand and cartwheel at 
Bigair Gymnastics classes!  
At Bigair we are seeing the 3&4yr olds gaining 
increased listening skills, concentration, 
determination, independence and the confidence to 
try new things. Children are learning to reflect on 
their progress and gain pride as they master new 
skills, which are all essential learning processes used 
at school.  
Active indoor fun for toddlers in Tawa! Bigair 
Gym offers play sessions for children under the age 
of 3yrs to allow them to learn essential fundamental 
movements as they explore through circuits, an 11 
metre long trampoline, inflatable air track, large soft 
shapes, and so much more!  
To find out more, please call Bigair Gym Tawa on 
042323508 or email office@bigairgym.co.nz.

BACK TO SCHOOL SPORTS TERM 1 
2019: 
 “Back to School Sports!” (Yrs 1-4) – 
Thursday’s 3:05-4:05pm 
Kelly Sports will be back in Term 1 with their 
fun and exciting classes.  
Come and try Circus Skills, Cricket, 
Football, Dodgeball. Try 2 weeks each of 
these sports. It’s a great way to try new 
sports, learn new skills and improve ability.  
We use games & drills to teach game sense 
and team play. Learn the fundamental skills 
for all sports – throwing, running, jumping, 
striking, balance and many more – all while 
having a great time! 
For full details and to enrol into our 
programmes visit www.kellysports.co.nz 
email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or 
call 04 972 7201 

http://www.kellysports.co.nz/
mailto:adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz
mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz
mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz
http://www.kellysports.co.nz/
mailto:adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz


Panui 1 February 21, 2019

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

QUALITY AFFORDABLE
MUSIC TUITION IN SCHOOLS

best of both worlds - individual and group lesson
including theory - all for $20/wk 

 
enrol now for violin, viola, cello,

recorder, clarinet, flute, piano and guitar
email sandralogan@noteablekids.org.nz

Note-able Kids - in Tawa since 2001

Calling all Rock Stars!  

Join us at Uke Club in the hall every 
Monday lunchtime. 

We strum, we sing, we dance, we joke, we 
laugh. 

Please contact the school office for more 
details. 

Shane McAlister - Ukelele tutor

Tawa Junior Rugby Club ‘Give it a Go’ Day 
and Registration 2019  

Date: 10th March 2019 – Rain, Hail or Shine  
Time: 10:30am - 1:30pm 

Where: Tawa Rugby Club, 23a Lyndhurst Road, 
Tawa  

The Tawa Junior Rugby Club are hosting a 
fun filled day for kids and adults to 
showcase rugby in our community. There’s 
no obligation to register but a chance to 
have a great family day out with 
giveaways, games, guest appearances 
and lots of food and fun. 

For more information check out the 
Tawa Junior Rugby Football Club 
Facebook page.  


