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Principal’s Post 
Tenā koutou Parents, Caregivers and Whānau 

Welcome to Redwood School 2021.  I hope you all had a restful 
and enjoyable Summer break. Welcome back to all our students 
and families, and a special welcome to those of you beginning 
your school journey with us. 

We begin the year with a renewed sense of optimism and 
purpose about the coming year, especially after the challenges 
of 2020. With the good weather and freedom to explore our 
amazing country and gather together, we are certainly more 
fortunate than many other countries in the world. Long may this 
continue. 

Over the past week teachers have taken part in some Teacher 
Only Days. All the schools in Tawa worked together at a Kāhui 
Ako Teacher Only day focused around Restorative Practice. At 
the heart of this is the importance of positive relationships, 
understanding students’ emotional and cognitive development, 
and developing a positive learning culture at school. Not only 
was this day stimulating and interesting, but also very affirming 
of some of the things we are working on at Redwood. The other 
Teacher Only Day focused on the teaching of spelling, 
particularly phonics. We have identified this as an area our 
students can improve on in their writing and this focus will also 
support their reading and vocabulary development. 

One of our key strategic aims this year is to continue to develop 
our local curriculum. At the foundation of this development are 
our Guiding Principles, Learner Outcomes, and RED Values. 
More information about these 3 key curriculum elements is 
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further on in this newsletter. 

Over the next week communication will come home regarding 
this year’s School Donation and Activity Donation. It is important 
to note that as a Decile 10 school we are not eligible for the 
Government’s $150 additional donation scheme, which is only 
available to Decile 1-7 schools. Last year we only asked for 
activity donations as they arose. Feedback from you, our 
community, indicated that this was preferably to the one off bulk 
payment at the beginning of the year, as it gave you greater 
clarity on what the donations were being used for. 

Good communication is an essential part of any large 
organisation. School newsletters are fortnightly, and many of 
you will have signed up to receive these by email. Any notices 
requiring a return slip will be sent home in a hard copy format or 
a Google Form. Class and syndicate information will usually be 
sent via email or a newsletter. You will also get an invitation to 
sign up to Seesaw. This is an opportunity for you to get a 
window into the classroom and see the learning your child is 
doing. I encourage you to engage with this digital tool to get a 
better understanding of your child’s learning. 

Our Summer Reading programme has, once again, been very 
successful. Thanks to those students who have returned their 
books - please do get these back as soon as possible. Students 
are reminded to bring their signed and completed Bingo forms 
too, if they would like to get the reward that comes with this! The 
library will be open for class visits next week. Book bags are 
essential. Each Tuesday morning we have a working bee from 
9:00 to 10:30 to assist Jan in the library. If you think you can 
volunteer some time to assist her please pop into the library or 
send an email to library@redwood.school.nz 

On Friday 12th February we will be having our Term 1 pōwhiri 
to welcome new students and whānau to Redwood School. This 
will start at 9:30, with manuhiri gathering prior to this. We 
would love for you to attend. Also, a friendly reminder that 
Monday 8th February is a public holiday to mark Waitangi Day. 

I hope you and your students enjoy the beginning of term, and I 
look forward to working with you all over the 
coming year. 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz 
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Dates for your diary 

Monday 8th February - School 
closed for Waitangi Day public 
holiday 

Friday February 12th - School 
Pöwhiri (9:30am) 

Monday February 15th BOT 
Meeting 6:00pm 

Thursday February 18th Meet the 
Teacher evening (school closing at 
2:30) 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact Charlotte 
France: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

The first PFG meeting is on Tuesday 
23rd February at 7:00pm. 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principal or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.

mailto:library@redwood.school.nz
mailto:pfg@redwood.school.nz
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Beginning of the Year Information

As with any big organisation there are lots of things to know. The following are a few items which may 
assist your time here at Redwood - these may be a refresher or new item. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to ask.

Before and After School Care is run from our 
school hall by Kelly Club - you can access 
information about the programmes from our 
school website.

Activity Donation letters will come home next week.  
School donation letters will be sent in late 
February.

Traffic Issues: At times there is congestion 
around the school gate. Please obey the road 
rules at all times i.e. use of yellow lines. 

Redwood Park carpark is often full, so an 
alternative may be necessary, but be aware of our 
neighbours driveways.  

Children should be using the crossing and adults should 
set a good example by doing the same. 

The school driveway is closed for cars coming onto 
school between 8:30 and 9:15, and 2:45 and 3:15. 
This is to ensure safety as students cross the carpark.  
We request that students follow the yellow line paths 
across the car park.

Lost Property: Each term we acquire a lot of 
clothing and other property. The beginning of the year 
is a great time for naming your child’s clothing, 
lunchboxes etc.  so that it doesn’t 
join our lost property pile. 

Change of clothing - we do not keep spare 
clothes at school. If you think your child will 
need a change please have one in their bag. 

A reminder that the school grounds are not a 
place for dogs. This includes the weekends. Some staff 
do on occasion bring their dogs into school. This is 
always in negotiation with the principal, and classes 
are warned beforehand.

If your child is late to school please ensure 
they visit the office before heading to class. 

Students intending to bring bicycles to school should be 
safe and competent riders and must use helmets. 

Scooters may be used on the way to and from school 
but not in the school grounds, including the paths up 
into the carpark.

Please ensure all money is in a clearly marked 
envelope before depositing into the Money Box 
inside the office door.  

If you are internet banking then the slip and/or a note 
saying what was paid for and when, can be put straight 
into the money box. (Remember if internet banking, 
add your child’s name and what the amount is for in 
the reference line.)

School Hours: School begins at 9am each day. 
Children arriving at school prior to 8:30am are asked 
to wait in the area between the office and R17. 
School finishes at 3pm. 

Many students have cellphones. During the 
school day they should be kept in bags -  they are 
not to be used during the day. 

We use ‘LunchOnline’ for our lunches. The 
website is www.lunchonline.co.nz. These are 
available on Wed, Thurs and Fri each 
week. 
Subway lunches are also available on a Tuesday. 
Order envelopes are available from the office.

All students and staff try to be sunsmart. The 
wearing of a hat with a brim to cover ears and 
nose is strictly enforced. No Hat - No Play in 
Terms One and Four.  

Students should have sunscreen to reapply during the 
day and are welcome to wear sunglasses when 
appropriate. 
Please ensure hats and sunglasses are named. 

We do provide hand sanitiser in class, but you may 
wish for you child to have a small bottle of this in their 
school bag, as well.

The school website (www.redwood.school.nz) is maintained by the school. We try to post notices in a timely 
manner and to update the calendar to keep the community fully informed.  

On the website is a link to the school blog which will give you a window into some happenings here at 
school.  

Individual classes use Seesaw as a tool for communicating learning and class events. 

We also maintain a Facebook page. @RedwoodSchool

http://www.lunchonline.co.nz
http://www.redwood.school.nz
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Welcome to 
Redwood School 

Aurora Donnelly 
Alaska Donnelly 
Quinn Hennessy 
Juno Henry 
Sebastian Hudson 
Matthias Karl 
Ruby Lyons 

Dhirendra Ramanayaka 
Hemadrika Runaway 
Elliot Schroder 
Amber Talosaga 
Breeze Vendt 
Millie Vincent-Wilton

Redwood School, Tawa  

School Board of Trustees Election  

Nominations are open for the election of two parent representatives to 
the board of trustees. All eligible voters will receive a nomination form 

and a notice calling for nominations – you can use this form to 
nominate yourself or someone in your community. If you need more 

nomination forms, contact the school office.  

Nominations close at noon on Saturday 27th February 2021. You may 
provide a signed candidate statement and photograph with your 

nomination.  

The electoral roll is held at the school and can be viewed during 
normal school hours.  

As nominations are received, there will be a list of candidates’ names 
kept at the school up until election day, which you can view.  

Voting closes at 4pm on 1 April 2021.  

Signed: Bernadine Woodgate  

Returning Officer  
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QUALITY AFFORDABLE
MUSIC TUITION IN SCHOOLS

best of both worlds - individual and group lesson
including theory - all for $20/wk 

 
enrol now for violin, viola, cello,

recorder, clarinet, flute, piano and guitar
email sandralogan@noteablekids.org.nz

Note-able Kids - in Tawa since 2001

Community Notices and Advertising
From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space available.

Looking for a place to be yourself?  
Always wanted to share your  
super-silly-nut-bar-flavour energy  
with the world? 

Classes in social skills, positive  
thinking and self belief for the  

super-shy to the super-high!

SIGN UP FOR A TRIAL CLASS TODAY 
www.marrzipandrama.co.nz

9 Classes including two showcases per term.  
Maximum 10 students per 45 minute class. 

MYou can at

Marrzipan Drama - Self-Confidence 
classes at Redwood. Spaces Available 

for Term 1 2021! 
  

Marrzipan have gained a huge reputation 
in New Zealand for the development of 

shy children, especially those with anxiety, 
autism and selective mutism. Saying that, 

this is a class for the super crazy and 
dramatic types too, as we focus on positive 

leadership and social skills.Our classes 
focus on inner and outer self-confidence, 

and are super fun and exciting for 
children. Parents are kept up to date with 
weekly emails about what’s been covered 
in class and why, as well as what you can 
work on at home. We have two awesome 
showcases at the end of every term too, so 
you can see your child’s development first 
hand as they perform in one of our termly 

productions.  
  

Our classes will be running on Friday, at 
8am. Spaces are limited to 10-14 
students, to sign up for a non-

obligatory trial lesson - please register 
your interest by emailing 

josh@marrzipandrama.co.nz. 

mailto:josh@marrzipandrama.co.nz
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