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Principal’s Post 
Tenā koutou Parents, Caregivers and Whānau 

Welcome to Redwood School 2020.  I hope you all had a restful 
and enjoyable Summer break. Welcome back to all our students 
and families, and a special welcome to those of you beginning 
your school journey with us. 

I’d like to welcome some new staff to the team here at Redwood 
this year. Tania Bailey joins us as a new teacher in Kiwi 
Syndicate in Room 1, and we also welcome back Jim McGurk 
who is in Kererū Syndicate in Room 19. 

Last week teachers met for two teacher-only days. The first day 
was spent working with an outside facilitator looking at different 
ways to engage and motivate students with writing. Teachers 
loved the practical ideas they were given and are looking 
forward to putting them into practice. The following day was 
spent looking at 3 aspects of our strategic foci for this year: 
emotional regulation, Investigation (Learning through Play and 
Inquiry), and the new Digital Technologies curriculum. It was 
great to start building our teachers’ knowledge and 
understanding of these areas, so that classroom programmes 
can incorporate them. On Monday many of staff took part in a 
First Aid course, which I’m please to say everyone passed! 

In our school office area is a display of the first part of our draft 
local curriculum. This document was developed by staff and 
leadership based on our community consultation last year. 
Please feel free to come and have a look. There is a QR code on 
the wall which you an use to provide feedback for us. More 
work on our curriculum will continue this year. 

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

Contact 

Redwood School 
Ph +64 4 232 7704   	  
Office email: 
office@redwood.school.nz 
Finance email: 
accounts@redwood.school.nz 
Website: 
 www.redwood.school.nz 
Facebook: 
@Redwood School 

Kiwi Syndicate 

Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 

Tania Bailey -Y2 -  Room 1 
Nic Webb - Y2 - Room 2 
Michelle Morpeth  - Y2 - Room 3 
(Syndicate Leader) 

Pūkeko Syndicate 

Belinda Evans - Y4 - Room 11 
Carmel Wilson - Y3/4 - Room12 
Emma Ashington - Y3 - Room 13 
Rachel Gargan - Y3 - Room 14 
(Syndicate Leader) 
Kim Perkins  - Y4 - R15 

Kererū Syndicate 

Caitlin Roberts - Y5/6 -Room 16 
Jenny Wright - Y5/6 - Room 17  
Donna Glenn - Y5/6 - Room 18 
(Syndicate Leader) 
Jim McGurk - Y5/6 - Room 19 
Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 20

NEWSLETTER 
Rākau Pai, Hua Pai 

 Starting Roll: 359 | Term 1 | Week 1
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Over the next week communication will come home regarding 
this year’s School Donation and Activity Donation. It is important 
to note that as a Decile 10 school we are not eligible for the 
Government’s $150 additional donation scheme, which is only 
available to Decile 1-7 schools. Over last year the BOT reviewed 
what and how we ask for donations, and there will be some 
changes for this coming year. 

Good communication is an essential part of any large 
organisation. School newsletters are fortnightly, and many of 
you will have signed up to receive these by email. Any notices 
requiring a return slip will be sent home in a hard copy format or 
a Google Form. Class and syndicate information will usually be 
sent via email or a newsletter. You will also get an invitation to 
sign up to Seesaw. This is an opportunity for you to get a 
window into the classroom and see the learning your child is 
doing. I encourage you to engage with this digital tool to get a 
better understanding of your child’s learning. 

On Wednesday February 19 we will be having our Meet the 
Teacher evening. You are welcome to go to 
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz to make a booking with your child’s 
teacher. The code is pzhsy. The purpose of the evening is for you 
to share any relevant information you feel it is important for your 
child’s teacher to know and to begin the learning partnership 
with your child’s teacher. A form will be coming home with your 
child. Please ensure this is returned prior to the Meet the 
Teacher evening. On this day school will close at 2:30. Any 
students not collected will be supervised in the hall until 3:00. 

Our Summer Reading programme has again been very 
successful. Thanks to those students who have returned their 
books - please do get these back as soon as possible. The 
library will open for class visits next week. Book bags are 
essential. Each Tuesday morning we have a working bee to 
assist Jan in the library. If you think you can volunteer some time 
to assist her please pop into the library or send an email to 
library@redwood.school.nz 

I hope you and your students enjoy the beginning of term, and I 
look forward to working with you all over the 
coming year. 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz 

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

Dates for your diary 

Friday February 14th - School 
Pöwhiri (9:30am) 

Monday February 17th BOT 
Meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday February 19th - Meet 
the Teacher (2:40 to 8:00) — school 
will close at 2:30 

Tuesday February 25th - Friday 
February 28th - Kereru camp 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact Charlotte 
France: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

The first PFG meeting is on 
Wednesday 12th February at 
7:30pm. 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principals or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.
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Before and After School Care is run from our 
school hall by Kelly Club - you can access 
information about the programmes from our 
school website.

Activity Donation letters will come home next week. For 
2020 we have changed how we are doing this. 
School donation letters will be sent in late 
February.

Traffic Issues: At times there is congestion 
around the school gate. Please obey the road 
rules at all times i.e. use of yellow lines. 

Redwood Park carpark is often full, so an 
alternative may be necessary, but be aware of our 
neighbours driveways.  

Children should be using the crossing and adults should 
set a good example by doing the same. 

The school driveway is closed for cars coming onto 
school between 8:30 and 9:15, and 2:45 and 3:15. 
This is to ensure safety as students cross the carpark.  
We request that students follow the yellow line paths 
across the car park.

Lost Property: Each term we acquire a lot of 
clothing and other property. The beginning of the year 
is a great time for naming your child’s clothing, 
lunchboxes etc.  so that it doesn’t 
join our lost property pile. 

Change of clothing - we do not keep spare 
clothes at school. If you think your child will 
need a change please have one in their bag. 

A reminder that the school grounds are not a 
place for dogs. This includes the weekends. Some staff 
do on occasion bring their dogs into school. This is 
always in negotiation with the principal, and classes 
are warned beforehand.

If your child is late to school please ensure 
they visit the office before heading to class. 

Only Year 5/6 students are permitted to bring 
bicycles to school.  

Scooters may be used on the way to and from school 
but not in the school grounds, including the paths up 
into the carpark.

Please ensure all money is in a clearly marked 
envelope before depositing into the Money Box 
inside the office door.  

If you are internet banking then the slip and/or a note 
saying what was paid for and when, can be put straight 
into the money box. (Remember if internet banking, 
add your child’s name and what the amount is for in 
the reference line.

School Hours: School begins at 9am each day. 
Children arriving at school prior to 8:30am are asked 
to wait in the area between the office and R17. 
School finishes at 3pm. 

Many students have cellphones. During the 
school day they should be kept in bags they are 
not to be used during the day. 

We use ‘Lunch Online’ for our lunches. The 
website is www.lunchonline.co.nz. These are 
available on Wed, Thurs and Fri each 
week.

All students and staff try to be sunsmart. The 
wearing of a hat with a brim to cover ears and 
nose is strictly enforced. No Hat - No Play in 
Terms One and Four.  

Students should have sunscreen to reapply during the 
day and are welcome to wear sunglasses when 
appropriate. 
Please ensure hats and sunglasses are named.

The school website (www.redwood.school.nz) is maintained by the school. We try to post notices in a timely 
manner and to update the calendar to keep the community fully informed.  

On the website is a link to the school blog which will give you a window into some happenings here at 
school.  

Individual classes use Seesaw as a tool for communicating learning and class events. 

We also maintain a Facebook page.

Redwood School is a community engaging and empowering lifelong learners

Beginning of the Year Information
As with any big organisation there are lots of things to know. The following are a few items which may 
assist your time here at Redwood - these may be a refresher or new item. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to ask.

http://www.lunchonline.co.nz
http://www.redwood.school.nz
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QUALITY AFFORDABLE
MUSIC TUITION IN SCHOOLS

best of both worlds - individual and group lesson
including theory - all for $20/wk 

 
enrol now for violin, viola, cello,

recorder, clarinet, flute, piano and guitar
email sandralogan@noteablekids.org.nz

Note-able Kids - in Tawa since 2001

Community Notices and Advertising
From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space available.

Looking for a place to be yourself?  
Always wanted to share your  
super-silly-nut-bar-flavour energy  
with the world? 

Classes in social skills, positive  
thinking and self belief for the  

super-shy to the super-high!

SIGN UP FOR A TRIAL CLASS TODAY 
www.marrzipandrama.co.nz

9 Classes including two showcases per term.  
Maximum 10 students per 45 minute class. 

MYou can at

WINTER SEASON FOOTBALL REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN   
      www.tawafootball.org.nz 
Give it a try… 
Tawa Junior Football Club invites you to join us for some fantastic pre season 
football fun. 
These sessions are for all children aged 4-14 who would like to give football a try 
or who are keen footballers ready for a preseason run.  
  
	 	 St Francis School 
	 	 Main Road, Tawa 

Sunday afternoons 2pm – 3pm 
from 16th February – 8th March 2020 

All gear is provided just bring along water, sunblock and a smile.  

BOOT SWAP 
A boot swap / 

trading point will 
be available to 
bring or take 
boots from. 

Bring any boots 
you have grown 
out of to swap for 

a larger pair. 

Welcome to 
Redwood School 

Adelaide Joseph 
Angelle Manua  
Apple Gelissen 
Zealand Gelissen 
Cadence du Preez 
Huxley Burton 
Alexa Burton 
Leyna van Aswegen 
Luca van Aswegen 

Liam Van Rensburg 
Lily Webster 
Lucia Walfische 
Lucy Alve 
Luke Wagner 
Max Karl 
Tom Karl 
McKenzie Potgieter 
Melanie Walker 
Penelope Atkinson 
Renee Ninchai 
Ruby Merrick 
Shashvat Arvind 

Sophia Donald 
Tyson Palamo 
Vinuja Ariyasinghe 
Zene Rademan 
Zoe Barnes
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Super Summer Sports - TERM 1 2020 -  (Yrs 1-4) 
Thursday’s 3:05-4:05pm 
Kelly Sports will be back in Term 1 with their fun and 
exciting classes. Come and try Cricket, Dodgeball, 
Touch Rugby and Kick Boxing. With 2 weeks of each sport. It’s a great way to try new 
sports, learn new skills and improve ability.  
We use games & drills to teach game sense and team play.  Your child will learn the 
fundamental skills for all sports – throwing, running, jumping, striking, balance and many 
more – all while having a great time!   
For full details and to enrol into our programmes visit www.kellysports.co.nz email 
adminwgn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201 

Free Community Hockey Skills Clinics 

Elsdon Park - Porirua 
The four x 2 hours sessions provide an 

opportunity for people of all ages to actively 
participate in a safe, supportive and fun 

environment. The sessions focus on basic hockey 
skills, understanding basic stretching and playing 

small games together. No previous hockey 
experience is needed, you just need a mouth 
guard and any equipment you have available 

(we will have spare sticks). 

The events are listed through our club Facebook 
page(https://www.facebook.com/events/

734504173713015/) and we encourage those 
keen to attend to complete a registration form 

(https://forms.gle/Yb4TogP4Cccv2bPF7).  
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