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Principal’s Post 
Tenā koutou Parents, Caregivers and Whānau 

I recently attended a meeting where representatives from the 
Ministry of Education talked to us about the work they are 
currently developing to support schools with teaching students 
social and emotional competence. This was really heartening to 
hear, and aligns well with the discussions we have had as a 
community and school with our local curriculum development, 
and what we have identified our learners at Redwood School 
need. It also shows a marked change from the Ministry from a 
narrow reading, writing and maths focus to one that is more 
holistic and cognisant of the realities of schools. Our students 
told use quite clearly in our Wellbeing@school survey earlier in 
the year that they feel they are not well placed to manage their 
emotions, and I’m looking forward to working with staff next 
year so that we are able to support them with this. 

Our students have had some exciting opportunities recently. Our 
Kererū team worked hard on their Kererū Arcade this term, 
culminating in their Arcade Day where they opened their games 
up to other Redwood students and our community.  There has 
been a lot of learning involved in this, particularly with working 
collaboratively with others and managing time effectively. These 
are vital skills to learn. 

Our wonderful Kapa Haka Performance Group performed at the   
Tawa Cultural Festival. Their performance was dedicated to Levi 
Kohiti, who had been a member of their group, and he would 
have been proud of the way they performed, just as I was. A big 
thank you to Vanessa Serci who supports this group and the 
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Junior Kapa Haka group, and also to Liz and Te Rehia our 
awesome Kapa Haka tutors. A video of their performance can 
be found here. If you would like to come and see the group 
perform live they will be performing at our Rōpū Whānau hui on 
Wednesday 4th December at 6pm in our school hall. There will 
also be an opportunity to have a look at some of the work we 
have done so far on our local curriculum, based on our 
community consultation earlier in the year. 

We are almost at the end of our water safety programme for the 
year, and our students have enjoyed their experiences down at 
Tawa School pool, and the Tawa pool. A contribution towards 
the costs of pool hire, instructor fees and buses comes from the 
Activity Donation. Prices of all of these things have increased 
significantly this year. If you haven’t yet made a donation 
towards the cost of the activities we provide for students there is 
still time to do so, especially with some fun end of year trips and 
experiences coming up. Remember that you can claim back up 
to 1/3 of any financial donations you make to school. 

There are some changes happening with the schools of Tawa for 
2020. Shirley Porteous, principal at Greenacres School, is 
moving to be principal at Newlands School. Shirley has been the 
co-lead of our Kāhui Ako this year and this role is going to be 
taken over by Brendon Henderson from Tawa Intermediate. Kelly 
Barker, principal at Hampton Hill, is also moving on. Kelly is 
going to be principal at Gracefield School in Lower Hutt. We 
wish all these people well in their new roles. 

Schools are particularly busy places at this time of year, with 
teachers writing end of year reports, classes being developed 
for 2020, and usual end of year events. Please check the 
calendar on our website for dates and time of events coming up. 
Our Year 6 Leavers’ Supper is on Monday 16th December at 
7pm. Reports will be coming home in the final week of the year 
with class lists and stationery lists following on by email. 
Redwood School closes on Thursday 19th December at 
12:30pm. Term 1 2020 begins on Tuesday 4th February at 
9:00am. 

Ngā mihi 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz  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Dates for your diary 

Friday 29th November 12pm - PFG 
Family Lunch 

Wednesday 4th December 6pm - Rōpū 
Whānau evening 

Friday 6th Assembly - Whole School 
Assembly 

Tuesday 10th December - Kiwi Zoo Trip, 
Kererū ASB Trip, Pūkeko Wheels Day 

Wednesday 11th December - Parent 
Helpers Morning Tea, Pūkeko Water 
Play Day 

Thursday 12th December - Kererū Water 
Fight  

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Or visit our Facebook Page 

@RedwoodPFG 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principals or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.
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Welcome to Redwood School 

Stefanie Maraville

PFG News 

*PFG Family Lunch on 29 Nov at 12h30. Bring all family 
members and your lunch and join our children for our annual 
lunch (Sausage orders closed on Wed, 27Nov) 

*Entertainment Books - order anytime, all online, valid 12 
months from date of activation. Orders done via this link . 20% of 

the proceeds go to the school and there are three options for sales. 

*We NEED more organiser's for 2020: Mothers Day Raffle, Easter and 
Book Week Sizzles and Yummy Stickers. The last few events should each take 
no more than a total of 4-6hours out your schedule and the Disco committee 
could benefit from new and more members joining. "May hands lighten the 
load". Contact pfg@redwood.school.nz if can help out our school. 

*Calendar and Cards - all orders have been distributed and 
we raised $1255!! A huge thank you to Shelly Wilson for 
organising and all families who ordered. 

Want to know what we are fundraising for?  see the 
schools current WISHLIST and meet your Term 3+4 PFG Event 
Organisers here  

For all PFG updates & info follow us on facebook: 
@RedwoodPFG   
contact: Ilse & Charlotte
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Teaching Staff for 2020  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Room Year Level Teacher

1 2 Tania Bailey

2 2 Nic Webb

3 1/2 Michelle Morpeth

5 1 Nicola Wilkinson

6 1 Nancy Manu

7 1 Vanessa Serci

11 4 Belinda Evans

12 3/4 Carmel Wilson

13 3 Emma Ashington

14 3 Rachel Gargan

15 4 Kim Perkins

16 5/6 Caitlin Roberts

17 5/6 Jenny Wright

18 5/6 Donna Glenn

19 5/6 Jim McGurk

20 5/6 Mark Kyne
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Community Notices and Advertising

From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space available.
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School Parking 

We have very limited parking in the school 
grounds and difficult sight lines. 

In order to keep all members of our 
community safe we ask that you refrain 

from parking in the school grounds during 
peak times - 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm 

- 3.15pm. 

If you are parking within the grounds 
outside of these hours please be careful 
when driving as there may be children 

present in the car park. 

Please note that the two car parks 
immediately outside the office are disability 

parks and not for general use.

 

Does your child love to SING, DANCE and ACT?                                     

�IT’S SHOW TIME�                                                                     

Come and be part of our Musical Theatre Show!                                                               

Led by London West End performer Sherene Clarke.                                                                                             

AOTEA-JONSONVILLE-LOWER HUTT                                                                                                                         
BOOK YOUR PLACE NOW!                                                                                       

www.spotlightperformingarts.co.nz 

 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 

WELLINGTON 
cordially invites you to attend our 

 
Every Sunday from 9:15am to 10:15 am 

at 

Redwood School Hall 

 
Calling all children from 3 to 12 years 

to join us in learning God’s Word,  
singing and other activities. 

It’s free for anyone – just show up or  
call us if you’d like more information. 

God bless you! 
 

Contact Phone:(04) 232 3453 
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"Guess what? Marrzipan Drama are running awesome self-confidence building sessions at 
your school! 

  
Marrzipan have gained a huge reputation in New Zealand for the development of shy 
children, especially those with anxiety, autism and selective mutism. Saying that, this is a 
class for the super crazy and dramatic types too as we focus on positive leadership and 
social skills.Our classes focus on inner and outer self-confidence, and are super fun and 
exciting for children. Parents are kept up to date with weekly emails about what’s been 

covered in class and why, as well as what you can work on at home. We have two awesome 
showcases at the end of every term too, so you can see your child’s development first hand 

as they perform in one of our termly productions.  
  

Get in touch via our website to secure your child’s space for a no-obligation trial class, or 
call our superstar Office Team to give you the lowdown on why your child simply MUST give 

it a go.  

Head to www.marrzipandrama.co.nz and click REGISTER, or call 027 521 7352. See you 
there!”

http://www.marrzipandrama.co.nz/
http://www.marrzipandrama.co.nz/
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