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Principal’s Post
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www.redwood.school.nz
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@Redwood School

Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau

Kiwi Syndicate
Grace O’Rourke - Y0/1 - Room 4
Helen Gledhill - Y0 - Room 9
Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7
Cassie Stewart -Y2 - Room 1
Nic Webb - Y2 - Room 2
Michelle Morpeth - Y2 - Room 3
(Syndicate Leader)

Pūkeko Syndicate
Belinda Evans - Y3/4 - Room 11
Emma Ashington - Y3/4 - Room12
Rachel Gargan - Y3/4 - Room 14
(Syndicate Leader)
Kim Perkins - Y3/4 - R15

Kererū Syndicate
Caitlin Roberts - Y5/6 -Room 16
(Syndicate Leader)
Michelle Kealey - Y5/6 - Room 17
Carmel Wilson - Y4/5 - Room 18
Jim McGurk - Y5/6 - Room 19
Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 20

I’m sure, like all of us here, you are awaiting the
move to the traffic light system. The Ministry of
Education are still working through the implications
for schools, depending on which level our region
enters. We will let you know if it means any changes
to the ways things are currently operating, and also
what it means for our end of year events.
Of course, today I could have asked the man himself Dr. Ashley Bloomfield. Dr. Bloomfield visited our
school today, having been invited by Charlotte Milne,
our 2021 Tawa Primary School Citizenship Award
recipient. Dr. Bloomfield was welcomed by a haka
from the boys in our senior kapa haka group. In front
of Kererū syndicate he was ‘interviewed’ by Charlotte
and Millie Gately-Taylor. The questions were
composed by classes from across the school, and
were then followed by a quick fire round with
questions such as: cats or dogs, Jacinda or Chris,
Redwood or Scots! Finally, Dr. Bloomfield presented
Charlotte with the Tawa Citizenship Shield, and then
posed for some photographs. On the way back out
he took time to chat with some of the classes who
were waiting outside for him. ‘The Curve Crusher’
was as genuine and personable as his 1pm briefings
have demonstrated. What an awesome way to end

Emma O’Leary - SENCO
Claire Hughes - Deputy Principal
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Dates for your diary
Wednesday 1 December - Library
closes
Friday 10th December - Reports go
home
Wednesday 15 December - School
year ends

School Bank
Account
For all online payments our school
Internet banking details are:
ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01
Please include your child’s name,
their room number and what the
payment is for.

PFG
The Redwood PFG are a group of
volunteers who co-ordinate and
support our fundraising efforts. If
you are interested in joining the
team please contact Charlotte
France:
pfg@redwood.school.nz

Compliments &
Concerns
If at anytime you have a
compliment or a concern please do
contact your child’s teacher. Please
appreciate that during the school
day they are busy teaching and
may not be able to respond to an
email.
The Syndicate Leader, Deputy
Principal or myself are always
available if the concern cannot be
be resolved or if the compliment
needs to be shared.
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the week!
Over the past couple of weeks we have been
finalising our classroom teachers for 2022. There are
a few changes with Donna Glenn returning from
maternity leave for Term 1 and Jenny Wright
returning from maternity leave in Term 2. Next year
we will be returning to having 5 classes in Pūkeko
Syndicate, with Grace O’Rourke making the move
from our New Entrant class into a Year 3 class for
next year. There is a breakdown of classes further on
in this newsletter. Sadly, for 2022 we will be saying
farewell to a few staff members. Jim McGurk is
moving to my former school, Silverstream, to take up
a Year 6 post there. Helen Gledhill has secured a
position in Huntley for 2022, so will be making the
move north. Bev Wong, our Reading Recovery
teacher, is taking a break (not retirement) to spend
more time with her mokopuna. Taking on the Reading
Recovery role next year is Anna Young, one of
regular relievers and also a parent to Oli and Sophia.
Also leaving us is Sara Mill. Sara has been a Teacher
Aide for the last couple of years, but has secured a
role as finance officer for Titahi Bay School, which is
close to home and also where her children attend.
We wish all our leavers good luck with their new
roles.
As I’m writing this the smell of fresh paint is wafting
through the admin area, as we continue to push on
with our renovations. We are still waiting for the
aluminium joinery, which we have been promised will
arrive next week! Fingers crossed they finally arrive
and we can finish this work before the end of term!
Ka Kite!
Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal
zacmills@redwood.school.nz
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Our teaching staff list for the beginning of 2022 is as follows:
Zac Mills - Principal
Claire Hughes - Deputy Principal
Emma O’Leary - SENCO & ORS Specialist
Anna Young - Reading Recovery
Kiwi Syndicate:
Room 1 - Cassie Stewart - Year 2
Room 2 - Nic Webb - Year 2
Room 3 - Michelle Morpeth (Syndicate Leader) - Year 1 & 2
Room 5 - Nicola Wilkinson - Year 1
Room 6 - Nancy Manu - Year 1
Room 7 - Vanessa Serci - Year 1
Pūkeko Syndicate:
Room 11 - Belinda Evans - Year 3
Room 12 - Emma Ashington - Year 3
Room 13 - Grace O’Rourke - Year 3
Room 14 - Rachel Gargan (Syndicate Leader) - Year 4
Room 15 - Kim Perkins - Year 4
Kererū Syndicate:
Room 16 - Caitlin Roberts (Syndicate Leader) - Year 5 & 6
Room 17 - Michelle Kealey / Jenny Wright - Year 5 & 6
Room 18 - Carmel Wilson - Year 4 & 5
Room 19 - Donna Glenn - Year 5 & 6
Room 20 - Mark Kyne - Year 5 & 6
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Dr Bloomfield with fangirl Mrs Perkins
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Dr Bloomfield responding to one of the
questions

Our interview team put the hard

Charlotte receiving the Tawa

questions to Dr. Bloomfield

Citizenship shield from Dr. Bloomfield
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Welcome to Redwood
School
Amelia Thorp
Zayn Ali

PFG News
Thank you so much for your support this year.
Our final fundraiser of the year, our Calendar Art Fundraiser, raised
$1468.85 for the school. This year we noticed an increase in mouse
mat sales. Thank you for your support.
If you’re interested in being involved in the PFG please contact
Charlotte France at pfg@redwood.school.nz
Community Notices and Advertising
From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space available.

Visit St Mark’s School - Small Group Tours Available During November 2021
Parents/caregivers of Year 6 students are warmly invited to visit St Mark’s School this month. This is a
great opportunity to find out more about life at St Mark’s, hear about our excellent academic
programme, find out about the leadership and other opportunities we offer our Year 7 and 8 students,
and enjoy a tour of the school.
Please register online at
https://www.st-marks.school.nz/enrolment-enquiry/open-days/

Looking for a volunteer opportunity?
Enjoy helping in the community?
The Redwood Club in Tawa is looking for volunteers to help in a number of ways on a weekday
between the hours of 9.30am and 4pm. From as little as an hour a week, your time will be
appreciated.
Contact Vanessa on 0226803695 for more information.
https://www.redwoodclub.net/about
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Looking for a place to be yourself?
Always wanted to share your
super-silly-nut-bar-flavour energy
with the world?
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Classes in social skills, positive
thinking and self belief for the
super-shy to the super-high!
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SIGN UP FOR A TRIAL CLASS TODAY
www.marrzipandrama.co.nz
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9 Classes including two showcases per term.
Maximum 10 students per 45 minute class.

M

Racketlon Holiday Programme
Once again Tawa Tennis, Tawa Squash and Wellington North Badminton are running the Racketlon
holiday programme these school holidays.
Players rotate around each sport spending 1.5 hours at each club. Qualified coaches will take each
session.
Please note holiday programme is for age 6 years and older.
Wednesday 26 , Thursday 27 and Friday 28 January 2022, 9am - 3pm
Cost per day: $50 or sign up for three days $135
Registrations: https://bit.ly/2Z1JsjH
For more information contact Babette at babette@wnba.org.nz or call 2324774

