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Principal’s Post 
Tēnā tatou katoa e te whānau  

Today is the last day of what has been an extremely 
unusual year. As we reflected at the Year 6 Leavers’ 
Supper on Monday, events such as this year’s camp seem 
so long ago it hardly seems like it was this year. I think it is 
testament to the resilience of our whole school community 
that we have managed to continue to function really 
effectively for the whole year. Thank you for all your 
support of Redwood School in 2020. 

Reading all the students’ reports was a great reminder of 
what we try to do at Redwood School: engage and 
empower lifelong learners. It was inspiring to read about 
the progress students had made, not only academically, 
but socially, emotionally and in their personal confidence 
too. Learning is far more that just reading and writing. 

By now you will have received an email informing you of 
your child’s class for 2021. These class lists are extremely 
complex in their composition and are the result of many 
hours of thinking, negotiation and discussion. Many things 
can affect a class’s dynamic: the number of students, 
balance of genders, age differences, learning needs, 
additional staff working with students. As well as this, 
teachers also try to think about individual students’ needs 
in relation to next year’s teacher, as well as friendships. 
Sometimes what are great social friendships are not 
always useful learning friendships. As a parent myself, I 
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Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6 
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Caitlin Roberts - Y5/6 -Room 16 
Jenny Wright - Y5/6 - Room 17  
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(Syndicate Leader) 
Jim McGurk - Y5/6 - Room 19 
Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 20
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understand the concerns that can arise from new class 
placements, but invariably I have found these concerns are 
diminished by the opportunities to widen friendship groups 
and meet new and different people. 

Yesterday we held our first Redwood Park Picnic Day. 
Traditionally this has been held at Willowbank Park, but 
this year the location was changed. For once the weather 
was kind to us on picnic day! I’d like to thank Mark Kyne 
for his organisation of the event, and to Harcourts for  
sponsoring the inflatable and bouncy castles. All the 
children I spoke to afterwards declared it “one of the best 
days ever!" 

 

 

Today we farewell a few of our staff. Cherie Arlidge, as 
you know, is retiring. Donna Glenn will be going on 
maternity leave, and we wish her well for her next 
adventure. Tania Bailey is off to Adventure School for 
2021 - good luck Tania. Heather Pettigrew, one of our TAs 
is training to be a teacher next year. We wish Heather all 
the best for this. I’d also like to thank Georgia Robertson 
for all her hard work this year. 

Meri Kirihimete me te Hape Nū la. 

Ka kite 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz 
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Dates for your 
diary 

Wednesday 3rd February - 1st Day of 
Term 1 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact Charlotte 
France: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principal or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.

mailto:pfg@redwood.school.nz
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PFG Update 

A massive thank you to everyone who has helped out with the PFG this year. 
Over the course of the year we raised: 

$8213.36, with our Calendar fundraiser figure still to come in. 

Thank you so much. 

As a school we have used this fundraising to purchase new iPads and iPods, 
ably used in Kererū’s animation InSTEAD project, as well as some new 
Chromebook. 
We have also put the money towards new Lego in all our middle and senior 
classes. 

Welcome to Redwood 
School 

Henley Cains 

Kapa Haka support 

Thank you to all whānau who came to support our Kapa Haka rōpū at our 
whānau performance and the Tawa Cultural Festival. We were blown away 
by the numbers that attended and the support we received. 

The Kapa Haka groups (Junior and Senior) now total 145, having grown 
significantly over the last couple of years. This is in no small part down to 
Vanessa Serci, who has championed Kapa Haka at Redwood School over 
the last few years. 

I’d like to thank Vanessa, as well as Te Rehia and Liz, our tutors, for all their 
hard work this year.
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Tawa Squash Junior Club Night - 
Friday evenings  

5:00pm – 7:00pm with qualified coach, 
usually $5 for non club members, first 

week free  
5:00pm – 5:30pm Small Nix 5-8 year 

olds (always free)  

Kids - learn to play the healthiest sport 
in the world  

•    Kitchen open – hot chips, toasted 
sammies, American Hot Dogs  

•    Refreshments available for kids and 
parents all at great prices  

•    All gear provided – just need non 
marking shoes  

Tawa Squash, 67 Main Road, Tawa 
(next to St Francis Xavier School), 

www.tawasquash.co.nz . 04 2328200

Community Notices and Advertising
From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space available.

Looking for a place to be yourself?  
Always wanted to share your  
super-silly-nut-bar-flavour energy  
with the world? 

Classes in social skills, positive  
thinking and self belief for the  

super-shy to the super-high!

SIGN UP FOR A TRIAL CLASS TODAY 
www.marrzipandrama.co.nz

9 Classes including two showcases per term.  
Maximum 10 students per 45 minute class. 

MYou can at

 

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 

WELLINGTON 
cordially invites you to attend our 

 
Every Sunday from 9:15am to 10:15 am 

at 

Redwood School Hall 

 
Calling all children from 3 to 12 years 

to join us in learning God’s Word,  
singing and other activities. 

It’s free for anyone – just show up or  
call us if you’d like more information. 

God bless you! 
 

Contact Phone:(04) 232 3453 

Christmas Funday 
Monday 21 December 2020 

For Primary School Children 

Christmas Crafts, lego, games, dvd 
and stories  

Time:  10a.m. – 2.00p.m.  

Cost:  $15 

Where: Tawa Anglican Church (St Christopher’s) 

Booking is essential as numbers are limited 

 

 

 

 

Contact Hayley.Balmer@xtra.co.nz - 027-232 9433 

http://www.tawasquash.co.nz/
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