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Principal’s Post 
Tenā koutou Parents, Caregivers and Whānau 

Production is very much the topic of discussion around Redwood 
School at the moment, and around every corner you will find 
some sort of rehearsal, prop making or planning meeting 
happening. It has been great to see the collaboration between 
staff from different syndicates, and I’d like to say a public big 
thank you to Michelle Morpeth who has taken the lead by 
writing the script and generally coordinating the whole thing, as 
well as the rest of the staff who are putting in lots of extra time in 
their own time. We have a week and half until ‘Redtacular’ hits 
the stage, and I encourage you to purchase tickets for the shows 
happening up at Tawa College on the 2nd and 3rd of 
September. 

Adding to the excitement around the place is our Scholastic 
Book Fair that started today. The book fair is located in the 
library and is running until Tuesday of next week. There is a 
really good range of books on offer: non-fiction, graphic novels, 
picture books and classic novels. The book fair is open each day 
at 8:30 and has two late evenings closing tonight at 6pm, and a 
6pm until 8pm session on Monday 26th. Thank you to Jan 
Loader and Rachel Gargan for organising this event. 

Yesterday, many students represented Redwood School in the 
Tawa Zone swimming sports. Our students performed very well, 
both as individuals and in the relays with many going on to the 
Inter Zone event. Thank you to the parents who supported, and 
Nicola Wilkinson and Jenny Wright who worked with  the 
swimmers on the day. Not only did they compete well, but also 
showed our RED Values in the behaviour, support of one 
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Kiwi Syndicate 

Nic Wilkinson - Y1 - Room 5 
Nancy Manu - Y1 - Room 6 
Vanessa Serci - Y1- Room 7 
Emma Ashington - NE - Room 4 

Natalie Kirby - Y2 -  Room 1 
Sharron Bowers - Y2 - Room 2 
Michelle Morpeth - Y2 - Room 3 
(Syndicate Leader) 

Pūkeko Syndicate 

Belinda Evans - Y4 - Room 11 
Carmel Wilson - Y3 - Room12 
Cassie Stewart - Y3 - Room 13 
Rachel Gargan - Y3/4 - Room 14 
(Syndicate Leader) 
Nicola Webb  - Y4 - R15 

Kererū Syndicate 

Caitlin Roberts - Y5/6 -Room 16 
Jenny Wright - Y5/6 - Room 17  
Donna Glenn - Y5/6 - Room 18 
(Syndicate Leader) 
James McGurk - Y5/6 - Room 19 
Mark Kyne - Y5/6 - Room 20
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another and positive attitude. 

Some of you may have seen on our school blog that we had a 
team of students participate in the Mathswell competition. These 
students did really well against some tough competition. Thanks 
to Mark Kyne for supporting the team on the night and with the 
practise beforehand. 

With the cold and damp weather we have seen a rise in sickness 
amongst our students. As a result we have had a number of 
students coming to school with medication in their bags and 
teachers have been asked to administer these. Please remember 
that all medicines need to be handed into the office so that they 
can be monitored and administered from there. This is part of 
our policy around medications, which can be viewed at our 
SchoolDocs site: username - redwood password - redwood12. If 
your child is sick and staying at home the office staff really 
appreciate you letting us know by 9am, either by email or a 
phone message. 

This week KPMG on behalf of the MOE published a Lockdown 
Review Report. This review was commissioned in light of the 
tragic events in Christchurch in March. The review focussed on 
all the major issues for schools around lockdown: communication 
- both to schools and to parents, physical logistics, co-ordination 
with outside agencies and current practice. As a school and 
Board we will be looking closely at this report and any 
recommendations that come from the MOE because of it. 

In the last newsletter I referred to the fact the Primary Principals 
were still negotiating their Collective Agreement. This week a 
vote was held on the government’s latest offer and NZEI 
members chose to accept this offer. One of the key aspects was 
parity with Secondary Principals on their base rate and this has 
been established, although Secondary Principals do receive 
many additional payments on top of this base rate. The offer did 
not address the workload issues we have campaigned on, but 
the Accord that was agreed as part of the Teachers’ Agreement 
is also part of the Principals’ Agreement. I wait with interest to 
see how the commitments in the Accord are worked through by 
the teaching unions and the MOE, and how they positively 
impact schools and their communities. 

Ngā mihi 

Zac Mills - Tumuaki / Principal 

zacmills@redwood.school.nz  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Dates for your diary 

Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 27th August 
Scholastic Book Fair in the Library 

Friday 30th August - Production run 
through at the college 

Monday 2nd September - Full technical 
rehearsal at the college / Performance 
at 6pm 

Tuesday 3rd September Matinee 
Performance 12pm / Performance 6pm 

Tuesday 3rd September ICAS Digital 
Technology 9am 

Thursday 5th September ICAS Science 

School Bank 
Account 

For all online payments our school 
Internet banking details are: 

ASB bank 12-3140-0316668-01 

Please include your child’s name, 
their room number and what the 
payment is for. 

PFG 

The Redwood PFG are a group of 
volunteers who co-ordinate and 
support our fundraising efforts. If 
you are interested in joining the 
team please contact: 

pfg@redwood.school.nz 

Or visit our Facebook Page 

@RedwoodPFG 

Compliments & 
Concerns 

If at anytime you have a 
compliment or a concern please do 
contact your child’s teacher. Please 
appreciate that during the school 
day they are busy teaching and 
may not be able to respond to an 
email. 

The Syndicate Leader, Deputy 
Principals or myself are always 
available if 	the concern cannot be 
be resolved or if the compliment 
needs to be shared.
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Welcome to Redwood School 

Joshua Calitz 

Natalie Fair

PFG News 

RED Race Registration for 20 Oct is now OPEN. This year all children, family members 
and friends can enter. For info & registration click here 

Pre-Production Refreshment Sale on 2+3 Sep - we will be selling tea, coffee, juice, 
cakes, slices and lollie bags prior to each school production performance on 2+3 Sep - please 
remember to bring along cash as there will be no eftpos facilities. If you can help out, please 
let us know 

Thank you - to Kirsty Tikao for donating a Code & Go Robot mouse Activity set. This is one 
of the items on our Wishlist, which will go to support the school’s implementation of the Digital 
Curriculum. 

Want to know what we are fundraising for?  see the schools current WISHLIST and 
meet your Term 3+4 PFG Event Organisers here  

* Please continue collecting Yummy Stickers and coupon bags 
until 13 Sep. The more we collect as a school the more sports 
equipment we can purchase. 

For all PFG updates & info follow us on facebook: @RedwoodPFG  
contact: Charlotte & Ilse 

https://forms.gle/tZCjJ6c8Y6XESvFi9
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B72e3Wi8V-6VYzhCazliUDlUX2FtY0JDbWVzMjRvS2dRZ21n/view?usp=sharing
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Community Notices and Advertising

From time to time we are asked to add notices in our school newsletter. It is our practice to ask those 
making money from these adverts to pay a donation (ie if you are selling something or running a 
business). If the notice is for a community event then we may do this for free, if there is space 
available.

Blended Family Success  

Discover how to help children in your step family adjust and create a united, supportive home life.  
Overcome common challenges and learn practical strategies that really work. Live happily ever after 

in your stepfamily! ONE NIGHT ONLY. You must register to secure your place.   

When: Tuesday 17th September, 7pm – 9pm 

Venue: 21 Hania Street, Wellington Central 
For more information go to: www.blendedfamilysuccess.nz/events     

email: adele@stepfamilyhelp.info

From the Library - Book Bags 

Book bags are great for protecting our library 
books and keeping them in good condition.  
We know they are well used in the Junior 
School as students have regular readers going 
home.  

As students progress through the school book 
bags are not used regularly in classes.  Our 
goal is to encourage students to read for 
pleasure, and we have a wonderful collection 
of books in our library.  We don’t want the use 
of book bags to prevent our students from 
issuing and enjoying the books in our library.  
  
We encourage everyone to use bookbags for 
their library books, however we will be a little 
more relaxed in cases where book bags are 
forgotten.  

Shout Outs and Thank You’s 

A big thank you to all of you who supported Bronwyn Hutchison’s Treasure and Treats fundraiser last 
weekend. 

Thank you to Wendy Ayley who made and donated a beautiful sensory quilt for our tamariki to use.

http://www.blendedfamilysuccess.nz/events
mailto:adele@stepfamilyhelp.info
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A Marsden education for your daughter in Year 7, 2020 

Key dates for enrolment at Marsden School in 2020: 
• Open Mornings (tour the school, ask questions and find out about Marsden’s Visible 

Wellbeing approach and their programmes): 16 August 2019, 25 October 2019, 
8.45am-12pm. 

• Personal tours/a day in class for your daughter: at a time that suits you, please call 
Enrolment Registrar Sonia Stinson on 476 8707 to organise. 

Enrolment for 2020 – places are filling now, apply to enrol at marsden.school.nz

Raroa
Intermediate
37 Haumia Street,

Johnsonville

8 Oct to 10 Oct
2019

The camp
facilitator is:
Maria Gill
Award-winning author of 57
books including Kate
Sheppard, Anzac Heroes,
and Abel Tasman.

  

School Parking 

We have very limited parking in the school grounds and difficult sight lines. 
In order to keep all members of our community safe we ask that you refrain from parking in 

the school grounds during peak times - 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm - 3.15pm. 

If you are parking within the grounds outside of these hours please be careful when driving as 
there may be children present in the car park. 

Please note that the two car parks immediately outside the office are disability parks and not 
for general use.

https://marsden.school.nz/
https://marsden.school.nz/
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