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Nau Mai, Haere Mai!  
Kia ora Kererū whānau and welcome to Term 3.

At this stage of the year, classrooms are really humming. Students  are 
especially settled having formed strong relationships with both peers 
and their teachers and classroom expectations become second nature.

Although the usual chatter has begun about Intermediate amongst 
our Year 6s, we remind them to focus on the remainder of 2021 and 
what  they  could  do to  make the most  of  their  final  two terms.  I 
would like to challenge all our Kererū tamariki to try something new 
and look for opportunities to model the RED Values as our school’s 
RED leaders. Interested in the Enviro Club? Want to start your own 
club? Or, perhaps you see a problem and would like to take action to 
solve it? Our overarching concept for Term 3 and 4 across the school 
is  Change.  Kererū  your  wero  for  Term 3  -  How can  you  be  the 
change you wish to see in the world?

InSTEAD and Investigation  
Our Driving Question, centred around science remains the same: 

How might we investigate as scientists to improve the mauri of a 
local ecosystem?   

Our trip to Zealandia was thoroughly enjoyed by students, teachers 
and parents alike. It is such a special place and one we are privileged 
to have in our backyard. Thank you again for your donations that 
made the trip possible and to whānau who supported us on the day. 
The Zealandia guides made a point of commenting on the levels of 
engagement  our  tamariki  displayed  as  well  as  their  depth  of 
knowledge. They were especially impressed - Ka Rawe! 

The direction of our InSTEAD then moved on to information report 
writing  focused  on  a  New Zealand,  endemic  living  thing.  Kererū 
learners worked hard to apply a variety of scientific skills to complete 
their writing and developed their knowledge of ecosystems and the 
roles  different  species  play.  There  are  certainly  a  few  budding 
conservationists out there! 
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Learning in Term 3 

Redwood’s overarching concept for 
Term 3-4  
CHANGE 

InSTEAD  
Science - Ecosystems  

Hauora and Physical Education 
Hockey and Athletics  
Te Reo Māori 
Classroom phrases, questions and words 
Reading:  
Developing comprehension strategies 
Writing:  
To Describe and To Summarise 
Maths:  
Proportions and Ratios then 
Measurement (Weight, Capacity and 
Time) 

Term 3 Events: 

Saturday 7th August: PFG Quiz 
Monday 9th - 13th August: Maths Week 
Tuesday 10th August: Tawa 
Intermediate Open Morning and 
Visiting Author 
Wednesday 11th August: Storylines 
Performance  
Thursday 12th August: Year 4-6 
Swimming Sports (for those opted in) 
Week of Monday 16th August: Book 
Fair 
Wednesday 25th August: Tawa Zone 
Swimming  
Wednesday 15th - Thursday 16th 
September: Redwood School 
Production  
Tuesday 28th (pp Weds 29th): Year 3-6 
Athletics 

KERERŪ  
SYNDICATE
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If  your  child  is  interested  in  exploring  nature  and  ways  to  help  at 
home,  check out the Department of  Conservation’s  Kiwi  Guardian 
Programme. Children can be awarded medals for completing a variety 
of activities that benefit our environment. 

As  InSTEAD  continues,  children  will  be  exploring  the  scientific 
process. That’s things like questioning, hypothesising, gathering data, 
analysing data and writing summaries. Our aim is for Kererū tamariki 
to undertake their own investigation centred around a local ecosystem. 
If you believe you have some knowledge you could share about local 
ecosystems or perhaps you’re a scientist yourself, do get in touch with 
your child’s teacher.

Monday Morning’s Investigation resumed in Week 1. It seemed only 
fitting  that  students  were  presented  with  the  Olympics  as  their 
provocation,  or  more  specifically,  ‘Kererū  Olympics’.  They are  busy 
designing their own Olympic events, medals, and opening ceremony 
performances (amongst other things) to contribute to our syndicate-
wide ‘Olympics’ occurring in Week 3 or 4. 

Production 
It’s  that  time  again!  Every  two  years,  Redwood  School  holds  a 
Production. This year, our production will be school-wide and held at 
the Tawa College Auditorium. As our school’s overarching concept is 
Change, you can expect this to play a role in the Production’s theme. 

Kererū kids’ performances will be drawing on their knowledge of the 
past  two InSTEADS to explore  what  the future  may hold for  us… 
Have a chat to your child about what their class item might entail. 

Shortly, classes will begin preparing their class item. More information 
will be shared later in the term and class teachers will likely be in 

touch regarding costumes and if needed, parent help. 

We’re in for an exciting, yet busy term!

As always, reach out to your child’s teacher if you have 
any questions or concerns. 

Ngā mihi,

The Kererū team 

Caitlin Roberts, Michelle Kealey, Carmel Wilson, Jim McGurk 
and Mark Kyne
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BYOC 

Year 5 and 6 have the opportunity to 
bring their own Chromebooks. This is 
optional. Click the following link to read 
our BYOC information and FAQ. 

Homework 

In Kererū, there is no ‘set’ homework, 
however, we do expect children to be 
reading at home for pleasure. Reading to 
or with your child, is still an especially 
valuable way you could help to support 
their literacy development.  

Reach out to your child’s teacher if you 
would like more specific information 
regarding ways you can help your child’s 
learning at home.  

Communication  

We endeavour to build strong learning 
partnerships with our whānau. If you wish 
to discuss your child’s learning or 
wellbeing, we encourage you to first get 
in touch with your child’s teacher.   

Should you still have concerns, get in 
touch with our Team Leader, Caitlin 
Roberts or Claire Hughes, our Deputy 
Principal.  

The Kererū Team 

Caitlin Roberts | Team Leader 
Room 16 - Year 5-6 
caitlinroberts@redwood.school.nz 

Michelle Kealey  
Room 17 - Year 5-6 
michellekealey@redwood.school.nz  

Carmel Wilson  
Room 18 - Year 4-5 
carmelwilson@redwood.school.nz 

Jim McGurk 
Room 19 - Year 5-6 
jimmcgurk@redwood.school.nz 

Mark Kyne 
Room 20 - Year 5-6 
markkyne@redwood.school.nz 
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